
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

To: POLICY AND RESOURCES EUROPEAN 
SUB COMMITTEE 

From: CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

REPORT 

Subject: REFORM OF EU STRUCTURAL 
FUNDS LOBBY OF BRUSSELS 7-10 
DECEMBER 1998 

9 
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1 Purpose of the Report 

The purpose of this report is to advise members of the sub-committee on the forthcoming Alliance 
for Regional Aid Structural Funds lobbying event which will take place in Brussels between 7 and 10 
December 1998. 

2 Alliance for Regional Aid - Background 

The Alliance for Regional Aid is a campaign on behalf of EU-assisted areas in Great Britain. It was 
formed in 1997 by four local authority associations that represent Britain's traditional industrial 
areas: 

Coalfield Communities Campaign-which brings together local authorities in present and former 
coal areas across England, Scotland and Wales. 

Local Action for Textiles and Clothing-which represents local authorities across the UK with links 
to the textiles and clothing industries. 

RETI (UK)- which is the UK wing of the EU-wide RETI association of regions of industry and 
technology. 

Steel Action- which represents local authorities covering all the major steelmaking regions of the 
UK. 

The aim of the Alliance is to ensure the continued availability of regional aid to all areas which have 
suffered job losses and industrial decline. 

In total, the four associations represent more than 130 authorities, covering the majority of industrial 
areas assisted by UK and EU regional policy. North Lanarkshire Council is a member authority of 
both Steel Action and the Coalfield Communities Campaign. 
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3 Implications for North Lanarkshire Council 

The proposed eligibility criteria for Structural Funds support between 2000 and 2006 require 
potential Objective 2 industrial areas to demonstrate; 
0 above EU average levels of unemployment 
0 a greater than EU average dependence on industrial employment 
0 a loss of industrial employment in recent years 

The new regulations governing eligibility will be adopted in June 1999, however by applying the 
proposed criteria, North Lanarkshire emerges, at this stage, as the only eligible unitary authority in 
the West of Scotland. 

However, the success of European hnding in the West of Scotland is due largely to its strategic 
application at regional level. This success will be diluted if areas within the region lose out. It will 
be in the best interests of North Lanarkshire to press for fixther coverage at a West of Scotland 
level. 

4 Lobbying of Brussels Institutions 

In the debate surrounding the allocation of Structural Fund support for the period 2000 to 2006, the 
Alliance for Regional A d  campaign is organising a lobbying event in Brussels from 7 to 10 
December 1998. The lobby aims to influence the decision making process to ensure that the 
allocation of European assistance accurately reflects the continuing needs of Britain’s older industrial 
areas. (details attached at Annex 1) 

The Alliance secretariat, based in Barnsley, is currently preparing a list of individuals who they 
believe should be lobbied. this list includes politicians and civil servants from a variety of institutions 
who will be contacted by smaller groups of delegates in addition to the larger ‘mass events’. 

The Coalfield Communities Campaign, of which this authority is a member, are urging Councils to be 
represented in Brussels for what they believe may be the last opportunity to influence the key 
decision makers on the Structural hnds  reform process. 

Indeed, the Council has supported the view that Pan-European lobby networks through agencies 
such as RETI are more effective than single state lobbying. North Lanarkshire will be represented at 
the Lobby through the West of Scotland RETI UK representatives. 

Through its European Oficer Network, COSLA have advised member authorities that visits to 
Brussels are not advisable until the regulations have completed their European Institutions passage in 
March 1999. COSLA sees the key period for lobbying for Objective 2 eligibility as the three months 
after the agreement of the regulation in 1999. At this stage, COSLA believe it may be more effective 
to concentreate lobbying efforts at a Scottish and UK level. To date, only one of the twelve West of 
Scotland authorities have registered for the event. 

Given the time and cost of the lobbying event, North Lanarkshire’s representation through RETI UK 
and COSLA advice on the lobbying timetable, it is reccomended that North Lanarkshire Council do 
not attend the event. 
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5 Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Sub Committee: - 

(i) Notes the contents of the report 

(ii) Agrees that representation at the event will be through WoSEC 
I 

Local Government Access to Information Act 
For further information on this report, please contact Tony Crosbie, European Co-ordination Officer, 
on 01698-302270. 
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Alliance for Regional Aid 
A campaign on behalf of EU-assisted areas in England, Scotland and Wales 

Leaders and Chief Executives of all Member Authorities 

16 September 98 

Dear Friend, 

Reform of EU Structural Funds 
Lobby of Bivssels 7-10 December 1998 

Within the next nine months the European Community will be making decisions which will be 
crucial to your authority. What is under review is the allocation of the Structural Funds, 
including ESF and ERDF, for the seven year period 2000-2006. 

Tens of billions of pounds a year are at stake, and the proposals which the Commission has 
put forward, currently under active consideration, threaten to drastically reduce the amount 
allocated to the UK in general, and to our traditional industrial areas in particular. 

However, the Commission's proposals are only proposals. The final decisions will be political 
ones, and so there is a real chance for us to affect the outcome. 

That is why the Alliance has decided to organise a lobby of Brussels - to ensure that those final 
decisions take full account of our needs, and give support to the economic and social 
regeneration of areas facing industrial decline. 

The format of the lobby has been carefully structured to ensure maximum effectiveness. It will 
combine large scale meetings with a series of strategically planned face to face encounters with 
decision makers from all the relevant institutions. 

Alliance Secretariat 9 Regent Street, Barnsley 570 2EG United Kingdom 
Tel: 01 226 200768 Fax: 01 226 296532 
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It would be difficult to exaggerate the impact the lobby will have. And the more who go, the 
greater that impact will be. The mere fact of our presence in large numbers will bring home 
the strength of feeling in an unusually direct way. It will carry our message most forcehlly to 
all the key players, particularly in the Commission, the Parliament, and the Council of 
Ministers. Already Mrs Monika Wulf-Mathies, the Commissioner for Regional Policy, who is 
responsible for this matter, has agreed to meet with our entire representation. And it is timed 
to coincide with crucial stages of the decision making process. 

The Alliance Secretariat has already written to the nominated members and officers with 
details of the plans. So I apologise if you are already aware of all this. But it is because I 
think the issues are so important, and because I think we can have such a dramatic impact on 
them, that I have taken the unusual step of writing to you, to issue a personal invitation to 
you to lend your weight to our efforts by attending in person. 

I very much hope that your authority will share both my concerns about the dangers we face, 
and my hopes about the influence we can have. Even if your authority is one of those which 
appears likely to have its aspirations met, I trust that you will agree that there is still much to 
play for, and still a real value in solidarity with other members. 

And so I trust that your authority will want to join with many others, with a substantial 
participation of your own in the lobby. 

A programme and booking form, as well as details of a travel and accommodation package, 
are enclosed. The Alliance Secretariat will be glad to help with any more information or 
details you might require. 

Can I thank you in anticipation of the serious consideration I know you will give to this letter, 
and close in the hope of seeing you in Brussels. 

Yours sincerely, 

Cllr Bill Flanagan OBE 
Chair, Alliance for Regional Aid 
Leader, Chesterfield BC 
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ALLIANCE FOR REGIONAL AID 

European Structural Funds - Lobby of Brussels - 7-10 December 

DRAFT PROGRAMME 

Monday 7th December 

Daytime 
Evening 

Tuesday 8th December 

Morning 

Aft ern oon 

Evening 

Travel to Brussels 
Informal get together in a central Brussels cafe-bar 
(drinks and food available at delegates’ expense) 

Briefing Meeting and Press Conference in the 
European Parliament with (invited speakers): 

Alan Donnelly MEP, Leader, EPLP 
Arlene McCarthy MEP, Socialist Group 
Regional Policy Spokesperson 
Dept of Trade and Industry 
Secretariat Speaker 

Lobbying of target individuals 

Lobby Dinner in a central Brussels restaurant 

Wednesday 9th December 

Morning Lobbying of target individuals 

Aft er noon Monika Wulf-Mathies, European Union Commissioner 
for Regional Policy, to address the lobby delegates in 
General Assembly atthe European Parliament 

Evening 
Drinks reception with the European Parliamentary 
Labour Party in the European Parliament 

Thursday 10th December 

Return to UK 



Smtdsh Regional Secretary - Coalfield Communities Campaign (Scottish Region) 
John &?ridge, Midlothian Council, 1 Esbdaill C Q U ~  Dalkeith, Midahian w22 U G  
Tel. 0131 271 3431 Fa. 0131 271 3535 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNClL 
ECONOMtC DEVELOPWNT H I T  

RECEIVE0 
I 

* - 5  NOV 1398 
Action I 

Our Ref: 7070; J S B U  

2 November I998 

Stephen Cox 
Economic Development Unit 
North Lanarkshire Council 
Fleming House, Tryst Road 
CUMBERNAULD 
a7 1m 
Dear Mr Cox 

I refer to the above matter which was raised at the meeting of the CCC Scottish Region on 13 
October 1998. 

As you will be aware events are now starting to gather pace in tenns of the reform of the European 
Structural Funds. There i s  every likelihood that there will be substantial cuts in European Union 
financial assistance to the U K  

The ARA lobby of  Brussels is particularly well timed and may v d  be our last opportunity to sway 
the minds of the key decision makers on the Structural Funds reform process. A thorough array of 
meetings/briefing sessions is currently being compiled by the ARA Secretariat. 

It is vitaf that the Scottish Region is well represented at the key meetings in Brussels. We should 
grasp this opportunity to outline Scotland's (as well as the UKk) wncerns. 

I fully appreciate that Local Authorities throughout Scotland are k i n g  severe budgetxy 
comaints but I wouJd urge your Council to be represented in Brussels in December to show 
solidarity on the stn~~tural funds reform issue which, whatever way it goes, will have enormous 
implications for Scotland and the UK as a whole. 

. . .. .. , 
If yau wish to disouss the content of t.l& letter in any further detail pl& 6; not hesitate tD give me 
a calt 

Yours sincerely 

U 
Regional Secremy 

C.C. Couac&w Peter Boys 

.%airmaa - Councilbr Peter Boyes 


