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Motherwell, 26 November 1998 at 10 am. 
 

A Meeting of the POLICY  AND  RESOURCES  (EUROPEAN)  SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor Scott, Convener, Provost Mathieson; Councillors Curran and Gray. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor Scott (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Principal Administrative Officer; Assistant Chief Executive (Policy), and European Co-ordination Officer. 
 
APOLOGY 
 
Councillor H. McGuigan 
 
 
TERMS  OF  REFERENCE  -  POLICY  AND  RESOURCES  (EUROPEAN)  SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
1. With reference to paragraph 12 of the Minute of the meeting of the Council held on 5 November 

1998 when it was agreed to abolish the Policy and Resources European Working Group and 
establish a Policy and Resources (European) Sub-Committee with similar terms of reference, there 
was submitted the terms of reference of the Policy and Resources (European) Sub-Committee. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of reference of the Policy and Resources (European) Sub-Committee be 

noted, and 
 

(2) that meetings of the Policy and Resources (European) Sub-Committee be held on Thursday 
at 10 am in week 3 of each of the Committee meeting cycles. 

 
 
 
ECONOMIC  AND  MONETARY  UNION  SEMINAR  FOR  SMALL  AND  MEDIUM  SIZED  
ENTERPRISES  IN  NORTH  LANARKSHIRE 
 
2. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 11 November 1998 by the Chief Executive (1) 

advising that consideration had been given to the possibility of arranging a seminar for small and 
medium sized enterprises (SMEs) in North Lanarkshire to highlight for local companies the 
implications of the European Monetary Union and the Euro, and (2) outlining for consideration, three 
options for the delivery of a workshop. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Council’s pursuit of holding a seminar on the European Monetary Fund and Euro for 

small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs), be approved; 
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(2) that collaborative arrangements involving the European Unit, the Economic Development 
Unit together with the Lanarkshire Development Agency and other external agencies, as 
appropriate, be established to deliver the proposed seminar during February 1999; 

 
(3) the feasibility of extending arrangements for the seminar to include SMEs from within the 

West of Scotland, be explored, and 
 

(4) that a further report on the matter be brought forward to the Sub-Committee in January 1999. 
 
 
 
CASTer  (CONFERENCE  AND  ASSOCIATION  OF  STEEL  TERRITORIES)  NETWORK-UPDATE 
 
3. With reference to paragraph 4 of the Note of the meeting of the European Working Group held on 

25 March 1998, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 12 November 1998 by the Chief 
Executive (1) outlining the aims of and the background to the current activities of CASTer; (2) 
advising on changes which had been made to the management structure of CASTer; (3) intimating 
that CASTer was planning to organise a strategic forum early in 1999; (4) setting out the key issues 
for the Council’s engagement with CASTer, and (5) informing that the Council’s subscription to the 
CASTer network was due for renewal in 1999 at a cost of ECU 10,000 (£7,000). 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the current key issues for the Council’s engagement with the CASTer network be noted; 

 
(2) that the Council’s membership of the CASTer network for 1999 be renewed at a cost of ECU 

10,000 (£7,000); 
 

(3) that the Council agree to fully engage with the CASTer organisation for a further year, and 
 

(4) that Councillor McCabe, Leader of the Council, or substitute and an appropriate Officer be 
authorised to attend future meetings of CASTer. 

 
 
 
REFORM  OF  EUROPEAN  UNION  STRUCTURAL  FUNDS  LOBBY  OF  BRUSSELS  7  TO  
10  DECEMBER  1998 
 
4. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 11 November 1998 by the Chief Executive (1) 

advising on the forthcoming Alliance for Regional Aid structural funds lobbying event which was 
scheduled to take place in Brussels between 7 and 10 December 1998, and (2) enclosing copies of 
letters from the Alliance for Regional Aid and the Coalfields Communities Campaign inviting the 
Council to be represented in Brussels. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that Council  representation at the Regional Aid Structural Funds lobbying event in Brussels 

between 7 and 10 December 1998 be through the West of Scotland European Consortium, 
and 

 
(2) that the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 

 



POLICY  AND  RESOURCES  (EUROPEAN)  SUB  –  26 November 1998 
 

 

 

 
2107 

EUROPEAN  STRUCTURAL  FUNDS  DISCUSSION  FORUM 
 
5. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 11 November 1998 by the Chief Executive 

(1) advising on the latest developments in the process of planning for the 2000-2006 Structural Fund 
Programmes; (2) enclosing a copy of a consultation document entitled “European Structural Funds 
Reform: Preparing for New Programmes Post 1999” on future structural funds programming which 
had been received from the Scottish Office Development Department; (3) intimating that the Scottish 
Office had invited local authority Conveners to attend a meeting on 1 December 1998 to propose 
commencement of the process for consideration of economic trends and objectives for future 
programmes; (4) listing for consideration, points which the Council might wish to raise at the 
discussion forum, and (5) outlining steps to secure structural fund eligibility for North Lanarkshire. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the key responses to the consultation paper, be approved in the terms of the report; 

 
(2) that the Chief Executive be authorised:- 

 
 (a) to produce a briefing paper and statements, based on Council policy, for Members 

involved in European structural funds discussions, and  
 
 (b) to bring forward a detailed action plan aimed at securing eligibility for North 

Lanarkshire Council, and 
 

(3) that the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 


