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PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to update the Committee on the development and monitoring of the 
Council’s Sustainability Indicators, and to provide the figures for the year 1998/99. 

BACKGROUND 

The Committee has previously approved a set of Sustainability Indicators for adoption by the Council. 
Sustainability Indicators can be described as Performance Indicators for measuring environmental 
information. However, they are more than indicators of environmental well being - they also measure 
performance against the concept of Sustainable Development providing a baseline against which trends 
can be measured. The set of indicators agreed by the Committee, along with brief background 
information, is listed in Appendix 1. 

This report provides the sustainability figures for the year 1998/99 - the first full year of measuring 
sustainable performance. The figures are presented in Appendix 2. 

KEY POINTS 

This report contains the baseline sustainability data for 1998/99. Most of the sustainability indicators 
are only appropriate for annual monitoring. Those that are suitable for quarterly monitoring - those 
relating to household waste and unemployment (Indicators 1,2 and 11) - are already included in various 
Committee reports such as the Statutory Performance Indicator reports and Unemployment reports. 

There is, at present, very little scope for making comparisons over time. However, now that the first 
year’s baseline data has been established, it is possible to make comparisons with other councils and it is 
intended to carry out such analysis and report the findings to a future Committee. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Committee is asked to note the content of the report. 

Local Government Access to Information Act: For M e r  information on this report, please contact Graham A Reid, 
Information and Research Manager, on Ext. 2266; or Charles Muir, on Ext. 2363. 
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APPENDIX 1 

SUSTAINABILITY INDICATORS FOR NORTH LANARKSHIRE * 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

Percentage of total domestic waste recycled. 

The Government has given Local Authorities a target of recycling 25% of domestic refuse by the year 
2000. The imposition of the Landfill Tax in 1996 and the subsequent increase in its level makes it 
financially attractive for Local Authorities to recycle rather than use landfill for domestic refuse. 

Household waste generated per person per year (metric tonnes). * 

Together with recycling, it is also expedient to reduce the amount of waste being generated at source 
through encouraging a reduction in the consumption of packaging and encouraging the re-use of 
materials. This will also have a positive effect on the Authority’s Landfill Tax burden. 

Kilometres of dedicated cycle routes - Urban areas. 

Kilometres of dedicated cycle routes - Rural areas. 

Central Government is seeking to encourage the development of local transport policies that reflect a 
more balanced mix of transport. The length ofcycleways is a measure of this more balanced mix; and 
the division between urban cycle routes and rural cycle routes allows a more accurate picture to be given 
of provision for commuting (generally urban) as separate from provision for recreation (generally rural). 

Number of Park & Ride Stations (and number of parking places). 

A measure of the balance of provision in transport, with a clear link to increasing public transport use by 
minimising car use. 

Total amount of vacant and derelict land (hectares). 

This indicator is particularly relevant to North Lanarkshire, which has a high proportion of such land 
(25% of Scotland’s total) that could be used productively. Over time, this measure should illustrate how 
this industrial legacy is progressively being reduced. 

New development split between Greenfield and Brownfield sites (Housing & Industry). 

This indicator is also particularly applicable to North Lanarkshire. The balance between ‘brownfield’ 
and ‘greedield’ development requires to be monitored. 

Area of protected habitats - Sites of Special Scientific Interest, etc (hectares). 

The requirement for Local Bio-diversity Action Plans, together with Central Government’s wish to 
better organise the protection of these sites, emphasises their environmental importance. It is necessary 
to ensure that key sites are protected. 

Area designated as Country Park (hectares). 

Country Parks reconcile the growing desire to enjoy the countryside with the need to ensure 
environmental protection by creating the capacity for such activities in sites designed for the purpose, 
thus reducing the pressure in more sensitive areas. 
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9. Area (in hectares) of managed greenspace for leisure for:- 

- Passive recreation 
- Active recreation 
- Play areas 

Measuring the amount of ‘greenspace’ will ensure provision remains adequate. 

10. Number of Local Bio-diversity Plans. 

This measure gives an indication of the level of activity/awareness in the local community about local 
bio-diversity which is now the subject of Government action. 

Percentage rate of long-term unemployment (more than one year). 
* 

11. 

A measure, in part, of the area’s economic sustainability. 

12. Percentage of children under 5 in nursery/pre-school. 

This measure relates to educational achievement in later years, social cohesion and capacity. 

13. PupiYTeacher ratio (primary & secondary). 

A measure of the standard of educational provision. 

14. Percentage of workforce in five largest private companies. 

A measure of economic concentratioddiversity in North Lanarkshire. 
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APPENDIX 2 

Ng 
1 

Indicator Name 
Percentage of total domestic 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
Plans. 

waste recycled. 
Household waste generated 
per person per year (metric 
tonnes). 
Kilometres of dedicated cycle 
routes - Urban areas? 

- Rural areas: 
Number of Park & Ride 
Stations (& number of parking 
places). 
Total amount of vacant and 
derelict land (hectares). 

New development split 
between Greenfield and 
Brownfield sites for Housing 
& Industry (hectares). 
Area of protected habitats - 
Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest, etc (hectares). 

Area designated as Country 
Park (hectares). 

Area of managed greenspace 
for leisure foc- 
- Passive recreation 
- Active recreation 
- Play areas 
Number of Local Biodiversity 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Sustainability Indicators for 1998/99 
2.2% 2 

Percentage rate of long-term 
unemployment (more than one 

Percentage of children under 5 
in nurserylpre-school 
PupiVTeacher ratio (primary 
& secondary). 
Percentage of workforce in 
five largest private companies. 

Year). 

0.4 16 metric tonnes 

Glasgow Cumbemauld Route: 1 1.1 1 km 
Glasgow Edinburph Route: 18.24 km 
TOTAL, 29.35 km 

15 Park & Ride Stations 
672 parking places I 

Type Ns! of Sites Area (hectares) 
Vacant 298 604.73 
Derelict 407 1352.78 
TOTAL 705 1957.5 1 

Greenfield 11.94: (26%) 5.26: (36%) 
Type Housi~g (%) IndustIy (%) 

Brownfield 34.23$ (74%) 9.2@ (64%) 
TOTAL 45.17 (100%) 14.52 (100%) 
Designation JVs! of Sites Area (hectares) 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest 11 324.5 
Special Areas of conservation 2 164.9 
Sites of importance for Nature Conservation 339 5982.25 
TOTAL 352 6471.65 
Park Area (hectares) 
Strathclyde Country Park 374.3 
Palacerigg Country Park 301.5 
Drumpellier Country Park 212.8 
TOTAL 888.6 ___.. ~ ~~~~ 

Type Area (hectares) 
Passive Recreation 2139.1 1 
Active Recreation 251.41 
Play areas 4.27 
TOTAL 2394.79 
There were 5 (draft) Local Bio-diversity plans in 1998/99: 

LapwinglRedshmkfSnipe 
Bluebell 
Native Woodland 
Bean Goose 
Water Vole 

Percentage of all unemployed persons 
who have been unemployed for more than one year = 17.8% 
(Based on the average over 4 Quarters.) 

72% 

pnmarY:- 20.04 
Secondam:- 13.24 
5.68% 

+ Indicator 3: It has not proved possible to agree a split between urban and rural areas for this indicator. The 
matter is being considered further. 
$ Indicator 6: Figures are for 1997/98. 1998/99 figures will be available later in the summer. 
* Indicator 13: This is the percentage of Primary 1 children with Education Department pre-school experience 
and is likely to be an under-estimate of the true figure. Accurate figures will be available from 1999/2000 
onwards. 
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