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PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to: 

(i) inform the Sub-Committee of the figures for the Council’s Sustainability 
Indicators for 1999/2000; 

(ii) compare the 1999/2000 figures with those of 1998/99 and comment on the 
differences; and 

(iii) place North Lanarkshire Council’s Sustainability Indicators in the wider 
context of Sustainability Indicator development in Scotland as a whole. 

BACKGROUND 

Sustainability Indicators can be described as Performance Indicators for measuring 
environmental information. However, they are intended to be more than just 
indicators of environmental well-being by being designed to measure performance 
against the concept of Sustainable Development, providing a baseline against 
which trends can be measured. 

The Policy and Resources (Policy, Planning and Performance Review) Sub- 
Committee at its meeting of 13* November 1997 agreed a set of Sustainability 
Indicators and these are listed in the attached Appendix along with brief 
background information and explanations for the inclusion of particular indicators 
in the list. A report summarising the Sustainability Indicators for the first full year 
of collection, 1998199, was submitted to the Policy and Resources (Performance 
and Best Value) Sub-Committee on 12 August, 1999. 

This report provides the sustainability figures for the year 1999/2000 - the second 
full year of measuring sustainablity performance - together with the figures for 
1998/99, for comparison. The figures are presented in the Appendix. With two 
years of sustainability data there is now some limited scope for making 
comparisons over time and these are also included in the Appendix. 

KEY FINDINGS 

The key findings of the report are:- 

0 There has been progress in making North Lanarkshire a more sustainable community 
in areas such as protection of landscape, wildlife, bio-diversity and habitats, 
sustainable transport, land dereliction and nursery and pre-school education. 
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However, there has been a move away from sustainable development in relation to 
waste management and new development on greenfield sites. 

There has been little or no change in relation to dedicated cycle routes, area of 
managed greenspace for leisure, pupilkeacher ratios and the percentage of 
workforce in the five largest private companies. 

There has been a significant reduction in the number of vacant and derelict land 
sites and a drop in the area of derelict sites; but there has been an increase of almost 
19% in the area of vacant land. 

Although actual number of long-term unemployed and, indeed the overall level 
unemployment, have both fallen, there has been a slight increase in the sustainability 
indicator for long-term unemployment, (which is the 
unemployment to overall unemployment). 

of long-term 

North Lanarkshire appears to be at the forefront in terms of the development of a 
system for monitoring Sustainability. It has proved difficult to obtain any 
comparative data from other Scottish Councils. 

FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS 

The Scottish Executive is in the process of appointing consultants to develop a suite 
of Sustainability Indicators for use by all Scottish Councils to enable sustainability 
to be compared on a council by council basis. North Lanarkshire Council has 
advised COSLA of progress in the development of Sustainability indicators and has 
offered assistance to COSLA in this regard. 

It is intended to carry out further work on comparisons with other councils, 
although, at present, North Lanarkshire Council remains one of the few Councils to 
monitor Sustainability Indicators. This situation will change as the Scottish 
Executive develop a suite of Sustainability Indicators for Scotland - an exercise 
aimed at permitting councils to compare performance across Scotland. It is intended 
that when such comparisons can be made these will be reported to this Sub- 
committee. 

The setting of targets for Sustainability Indicators would assist the task of increasing 
sustainability in North Lanarkshire. It is intended to progress this approach, taking 
account of national trends, legislation and statutes, together with the aims, direction 
and resources of the Council. 

The Council already has a Sustainability News section on the Council's Intranet site 
and it is proposed to introduce this onto the Council Web Site. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Sub-Committee is asked to note the content of the report. 

(b3 Chief Executive 

Local Government Access to Information Act: For further information on this report, please contact 
Graham A. Reid. Information and Research Manager. on Ext. 2266: or Charles Muir. on Ext. 2362. 

" I  
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APPENDIX 1 

Year 
1998/99 
1999/00 

SUSTAINABILITY INDICATORS FOR NORTH LANARKSHIRE 

O/O Total domestic waste recycled 
2.2 
1.8 

1. Percentage of total domestic waste recycled. 

There are increasing concerns in society regarding the way waste is disposed of 
especially with regards landfilling and incineration. Both methods can pose potential 
health and environmental problems and both represent a loss of resources to society. 
The imposition of the Landfill Tax in 1996 and subsequent increase in its level 
(together with the likelihood of further increases) make it financially less attractive to 
landfill waste and more economically viable to recycle. North Lanarkshire Council 
currently landfills 98.2% of domestic waste (approximately 140,000 tonnes costing 
&1,400,000 in Lanaill Tax). The problem (and the Landfill Tax burden on the 
Council) may get significantly greater as recycling rates fall, the amount of domestic 
waste increases (as reported in indicator 2 below) and Landfill Tax levels increase. 

2. 

The figures represent almost a 20% decline over the year. The fall in the level of 
recycling between 1998/99 and 1999/00 is the result of three main factors: 

The markets that use recycled products can be depressed for long periods which 
places a financial burden on Local Authorities and others who collect waste - 
there is an unwillingness among buyers of recycled materials to purchase when 
the markets are depressed as is currently the case for several materials; 

The amount of waste being landfilled by the Council has increased which has 
reduced the percentage level of domestic waste being recycled (even though the 
total amount of waste recycled has actually increased); and 

The Council operates a ‘bring’ method of recycling - people bring material that 
they have separated for recycling to recycling facilities. In North Lanarkshire 
recycling banks for various materials are sited at strategic locations such as 
general car parks, supermarkets, etc. The Community Services Department is 
constantly endeavouring to increase the number of these recycling sites, however, 
on most occasions the Council is faced with either apathy or some sort of 
opposition to these sites from members of the public. In the last 18 months the 
Community Services Department contacted each of the Community Councils to 
ask them to identlfy suitable areas for recycling sites. The response to this 
exercise was very low. 

Overall, the Council’s performance with regards domestic waste recycling is 
becoming less sustainable. The issues identified require that waste generation and the 
markets for recyclable products be tackled not just in North Lanarkshire but at a 
national level. It may require Government support for markets in recyclable material 
- to assist markets to develop and become more stable - to achieve improvements. 

Household waste generated per person per year (metric tonnes). 

The amount of waste being generated by the domestic sector is increasing and, as 
explained above, most of this waste is currently being landfilled. Together with 
recycling, it is also expedient to reduce the amount of waste being generated at source 
through encouraging a reduction in the consumption of packaging and encouraging 
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the re-use of materials. This would also have a positive effect on the Authority’s 
Landfll Tax burden. 

Year 

1998199 
1999100 

Household waste generated per persodyr 
(metric tonnes) 

0.416 
0.432 

The increase in waste generated per person of almost 4% reflects a national trend of 
increasing amounts of domestic waste. For every person in North Lanarkshire an 
extra 16kg of waste was produced of which over 15.5kg was landfilled (this equals 
about an extra 5000 tonnes of waste being landfilled). The trend of increased waste 
generation requires both local and national attention. Government action would be 
helpfbl to support various regulations and initiatives to reduce the amount of waste 
being generated in the first place e.g. reduced levels of packaging, measures to 
increase the re-use of material (as an alternative to disposallrecycling). 

Cycle Route 1998/99 (km) 
Glasgow-Cumbernauld 11.11 
Glasgow-Edinburgh 18.24 
TOTAL 29.35 

3. Kilometres of dedicated cycle routes. 

1999100 (km) 
11.11 
19.0 

30.11 

Central Government is seeking to encourage the development of local transport 
policies that reflect a more balanced mix of transport. The length of cycleways is a 
measure of this more balanced mix which should also include provision for walking, 
busltrain, etc. in an integrated, planned manner. 

Year No. of Park & Ride Stations 
1998199 15 
1999100 15 

No. of Parking Places 
672 
702 

There was an increase of 0.76km of cycle route as a result of a small increase in the 
North Lanarkshire part of the Glasgow - Edinburgh cycle route. 

It was originally planned to split this indicator between urban cycle routes and rural 
cycle routes to allow a more accurate picture to be given of provision for commuting 
(generally urban) as separate from provision for recreation (generally rural). 
However, it has notprovedpossible to do so at this stage. 

4. Number of Park & Ride Stations (and number of parking places). 

This is a measure of both the balance and integration of transport provision, with a 
clear link to increasing public transport use by minimising car use. 
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5. Total amount of vacant and derelict land (hectares). 

No. of Sites Area (hectares) 
1998199 1999100 1998199 1999100 

Vacant 298 277 604.73 718.55 
Derelict 407 32 1 1352.78 1303.16 ~ 

TOTAL 705 598 1957.51 2021.71 

North Lanarkshire has been left a legacy of vacant and derelict land by the decline in 
traditional industry. This has health, environmental and economic consequences that 
must be addressed by land reclamation and re-use. The challenge is great - North 
Lanarkshire has almost 25% of all of Scotland's vacadderelict land. Over time this 
indicator should track how this industrial legacy is being progressively reduced, 
making the urban areas of North Lanarkshire more attractive, prosperous places to 
live. 

Housing (hectareslo/') 
1998199 1999100 

Greenfield 1 1.94 (26) 23.0 (32.1) 

TOTAL 46.17 (100) 71.8 (100) 
Brownfield 34.23 (74) 48.8 (67.9) 

Industry (hectares/%) 
1998199 1999100 
5.26 (36) 33.2 (79) 

14.52 (100) 42.0 (100) 
9.26 (64) 8.8 (21) 

6. New development split between Greenfield and Brownfield sites (Housing & 
Industry). 

This indicator measures the balance of development between 'brownfield' (land 
usually urban, which has previously been used for development e.g. for housing, 
industry, etc.), and 'greenfield' (land not previously used for development i.e. 
farmland, open countryside, etc.). A sustainable approach to development would 
favour re-using available urban 'brownfield' land to protect the greenbelt and the 
countryside and habitats it contains. The re-use of urban land is aimed at improving 
the economic vitality, social cohesion and quality of life of existing urban areas. 

A similar picture is observed with industrial development on greenfield sites: again 
the greenbelt faces disproportionate pressures with adverse implications for 
infrastructure and related environmental problems. 

7. Area of protected habitats - Sites of Special Scientific Interest, etc (hectares). 

The requirement for Local Bio-diversity Action Plans (plans to protedenhance the 
biological diversity of a habitatkpecies protection) requires the Council to take action. 
North Lanarkshire contains important habitats such as lowland raised peat bogs, and 
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rare species including great-crested newt, bean goose, small pearl-bordered fritillary 
and grayling butterfly. It is important that these habitats and species are protected and 
the biological richness of habitats is maximised. In so doing the current generation, 
together with future generations will enjoy the benefits of rich, biologically diverse 
habitats. 

Protected Habitat 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
Special Areas of Conservation 
Site of importance for Nature 

No. of Sites Area (hectares) 
1998199 1999/00 1998199 1999100 

11 12 324.5 528.36 
2 2 164.9 164.9 

339 347 5982.25 6162.07 
Conservation 
TOTAL 

The number of Sites of Special Scientific Interest increased from 11 to 12 and the 
area of land so designated increased by over 62% to over 528 hectares. With regards 
Special Areas of Conservation there was no change in the number (2) or area. There 
has been an increase of 8 Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation increasing the 
area so designated by almost 180 hectares (3%). Overall, this represents a move 
towards more sustainable management of habitats especially those of most value. 

352 361 6471.65 6855.33 

8. Area designated as Country Park (hectares). 

Passive Recreation 
Active Recreation 
Play Areas 
TOTAL 

Country Parks reconcile the growing desire to enjoy the countryside with the need to 
ensure environmental protection by creating the capacity for such activities in sites 
designed for the purpose, thus reducing the pressure in more sensitive areas. 

Area (hectares) 
1998199 1999100 
2139.11 2044.18 
251.41 252.29 
4.27 4.30 

2394.79 2300.77 

Indicator 8 

The addition of Caldercruix Country Park and Plains Country Park has raised the area 
designated as Country Park in North Lanarkshire to 105 1.2 hectares - a rise of over 
160 hectares (1 8%). 

9. Area (in hectares) of managed greenspace for leisure for Passive Recreation, 
Active Recreation and Play Areas. 

It is important to ensure that there is adequate greenspace of the right type for the 
varying demands of the community. By measuring total area and the area for passive 
recreation, active recreation and play areas the Council will be able to track the 
provision of green space. 
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The decrease in the area of passive recreation is largely due to a reduction in the area 
of maintained planted areas. As the land inventory constantly changes there can be 
small fluctuations in aspects of this indicator which do not represent any clear trend. 

Year 

1998/99 
1999/00 

10. Number of Local Bio-diversity Plans. 

?'o Rate of long-term unemployment (more 
than one year) 

17.8 
18.8 

This measure gives an indication of the level of action being undertaken to 
protect/enhance the protection of various habitats and species )which is the subject of 
Government action) in North Lanarkshire. 
Indicator I 0  
1998199 1999100 

Lapwinmeds W S n i p e  
Bluebell 
Broadleaf & Mixed Woodland 
Bean Goose 
Water Vole 

LapwingfReds hanMSnipe 
Bluebell 
Native Woodland 
Bean Goose 
Water Vole 
Floodplain Grazing Marsh 
Lowland RaisecUIntermediate Bog 
Rivers & Streams 
Atlantic Salmon 
Great Crested Newt 
Swift 
Willow Tit 

This represents a substantial increase in the number of habitatdspecies that will 
benefit from proper planninglmanagement - a trend that will continue with the 
planned introduction of five more plans in the current year (otter, barn owl, all bats, 
small pearl-bordered fritillary and grayling butterfly). 

11. Percentage rate of long-term unemployment (more than one year). 

A measure, in part, of the area's economic sustainability. The rate of long-term 
unemployment is the proportion of the workforce who have been without paid 
employment for over twelve months as a percentage of all unemployed. This group 
require special attention to assist them back into paid employment and they and their 
families are more likely than most to be experiencing economic hardship and 
exclusion. 

Although the rate of long-term unemployment has risen since 1998/99 the actual 
numbers of long-term unemployed has fallen. This is because the overall number of 
- all those unemployed has fallen more quickly resulting in an increase in the 
prooortion who are long-term unemployed. In Scotland, the fall in the numbers of 
long-term unemployed has been greater than in North Lanarkshire. 
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12. Percentage of children under 5 in nursery/pre-school. 

1998199 
1999100 

This measure relates to educational achievement in later years, social cohesion and 
capacity. It is also an area where Central Government action is focused. Higher levels 
of educational attainment imply greater economic success and stability. 

school 
72 

91.1 

Indicator 12 
Year I YO of children under 5 in nursery/pre- 1 

Year 
1998199 
1999100 

Primary Secondary 
20.04 13.24 
20.04 13.20 

The substantial increase in this indicator underlines the importance of education in 
North Lanarkshire. 

Year 

13. PupiYTeacher ratio (primary & secondary). 

9’0 of workforce in five largest private companies 

A measure of the standard of educational provision. The lower the ratio the more 
attention can be given to individual pupils with a clear link to raising educational 
achievement. The higher the level of educational attainment in an area the more 
economically attractive it becomes, in turn generating more economic success and 
stability. 

1999100 5.54 I 

14. Percentage of workforce in five largest private companies. 

A measure of economic concentration or diversity in North Lanarkshire. The more 
concentrated the workforce becomes in fewer companies the more susceptible to 
economic downtudrecession the local economy becomes. The opposite is also true, 
the less concentrated the workforce is the more stable the economy becomes. 

I 1998199 I 5.68 I 

The 1999100 figure of 5.54% represents a small reduction from the previous year’s 
figure. Although only a small ‘dilution’ of the workforce, this is a move in the 
direction of a more stable and sustainable economy. 
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