
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

To: Education Committee 
From: Director of Education 

Date: 1 Oth January 2006 

Ref: MONlAC 

REPORT 

Subject: North Lanarkshire Girls’/ 
Women’s Football 
Development 

Purpose of Report: 

To inform members of the progress of girls’/womens’ football in North Lanarkshire which has 
been developed under the auspices of the New Opportunities for Physical Education and Sport 
(NOPES) project. Further, to seek approval to appoint a Girls’ /Women’s Football Development 
Officer in partnership with the Scottish Football Association. 

Recommendations: 

The education committee is recommended:- 

(i) to note the progress of girls’/womens’ football as described in the report 

(ii) to authorise the Director of Education to proceed with plans to appoint a NOPES Girls’ / 
Women’s Football Development Officer as outlined in paragraphs 4.1 - 4.3 and , in 
partnership with the SFA, to support football activities taking place within the authority 

(iii) to note that there are no financial implications for the council as the development is fully 
resourced by external funding 

(iv) to refer this report to Policy & Resources (Personne1)Sub Committee 

For further information please contact: 

Michael O’Neill, Director of Education on 01 236 81 2236 
Jane Liddel, Head of Service on 01236 812279 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL : DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE GIRLS’MIOMENS’ FOOTBALL DEVELOPMENT 

Report by Director 

BACKGROUND 

The New Opportunities for Physical Education and Sport (NOPES) programme in North 
Lanarkshire, funded by the Big Lottery has been focussing on those areas of sport which 
are in most need of developmental support. 

The NOPES manager identified that whilst there was an identified need for a girls’ 
football programme in North Lanarkshire there was in fact no structured development for 
girls’ football taking place. 

The NOPES programme, funded by the Big Lottery therefore took on board the 
development of this area of activity and had very rapid success both in terms of the 
numbers of schools becoming involved in the programme and the number of individual 
players taking part. This growth was at this stage, focused almost entirely on primary 
school activity. 

It became apparent that with the increasing activity and numbers that a coordinator for 
this area of the programme would be required. Therefore, NOPES in conjunction with 
the Scottish Football Association’s national officer appointed a girls’ and women’s football 
development officer on a sessional basis. This has resulted in further growth, in 
particular, within the secondary schools sector 

CURRENT STATUS OF GIRLS’ FOOTBALL IN NORTH LANARKSHIRE 

Primary School Centre Venue Squads 

Five central venue development squads for primary school girls have been established 
across the authority in St Ambrose High School, St Margaret’s High School, Braidhurst 
High School, Brannock High School and Sir Matt Busby Centre. 

Primary Schools Girls’ Festival 

Links have been established with Airdrie United and the Excelsior Stadium to run an 
annual Primary Girls’ Festival. 

National Day for Girls’ and Women’s Football 

For the first time, North Lanarkshire was able to participate in this event with two schools, 
Knowetop and St Columba’s Primaries representing the authority at McDiarmid Park. 
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Secondary School Visits 

A number of school visits have been carried out offering support for both curricular and 
extra curricular activity. 

Secondary School Development Squads 

Trials have been held for 3 District Squads and players selected from secondary schools 
across the authority to make up these development groups. From this pool of 65 players 
a North Lanarkshire squad will be selected who will participate in the SFA Girls 
Development Squad programme. 

Secondary School Leagues 

8 secondary schools have currently entered for the new North Lanarkshire schools’ 
league programme. 

School Holiday Programmes 

Programmes of activity have been planned for all major school holiday periods. 

School Club Links 

Contacts have been established with all local youth clubs to establish partnerships with 
their organisations and to develop pathways for girls to move from school to club 
participation. 

PROPOSALS 

It is proposed that a girls’/ womens’ football development officer be appointed on a two 
year fixed term contract to formalise the current partnership which is in place between 
North Lanarkshire Council, NOPES and the SFA. 

It is also proposed that the development officer will deliver the SFAs national plan for the 
sport and the range of activities within North Lanarkshire. 

FlNANClALlPERSONNEL IMPLICATIONS 

Approval is requested to appoint a girl’slwomens’ football development officer on a fixed 
term two years contract, on AP5 scale at a cost of €23,739 per year with on costs. 

It is proposed to allocate a development budget of €16,984 over the two year period to 
support a range of activities outlined in paragraphs 2.1 - 2.8. 

The total cost for two years will be €64,462 and will be resourced as follows:- 

(i) New Opportunities for Physical Education €51,462 
(ii) Scottish Football Association €1 3,000 

The Scottish Football Association will be fully supportive and endorse the proposal 
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THE ROLE OF THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICER POST 

The role of the girls’lwomen’s football development officer in North Lanarkshire would be 
to support the implementation of the Scottish Football Association National Plan, for 
Girls’NVomen’s Football and to deliver the targets and priorities set by the Local Authority 
in terms of girls’lwomen’s participation in the sport. 

The postholder would play a lead role in: 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

Evaluation and impact of post 

It is proposed that there will be a full evaluation of this development and a further report 
will be brought to committee at the end of the fixed term contract. 
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co-ordinating programmes of activity, festivals, competitions and coaching 

ensuring effective transitions for players from primary to secondary into clubs 

supporting talented players to be involved in national teams 

supporting the development of a schools programme 

representing North Lanarkshire as the key link with the SFA national teams for all 
ages. 
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7. Recommendations 

The education committee is recommended:- 

to note the progress of girls’ football as described in the report 

to authorise the Director of Education to proceed with plans to appoint a NOPES Girls’ / 
Women’s Football Development Officer, as outlined in paragraph 4.1 - 4.3.and’ in 
partnership with the SFA, to support girls’ football activities taking place within the authority 

to note that there are no financial implications for the council as the development is fully 
resourced by external funding 

to refer this report to Policy & Resources (Personne1)Sub Committee 


