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Introduction 

This report presents an update on proposals to mark Workers' Memorial Day, following 
consultation with the trade unions and the North Lanarkshire Trades Council. 

Background 

At the Council meeting held on 28 April 2005, the Council unanimously approved a Notice of 
Motion in the following terms:- 

"This Council notes that the 28 April is Workers' Memorial Day, a day where across the world 
working people remember all those killed or injured while at work. 

This Council resolves that it should formally mark Workers' Memorial Day, and furthermore 
resolves to enter into discussions with the Trade Unions representing our staff and the local 
Trades Union Councils with a view to establishing a permanent memorial". 

This was a decision in principle which required a further report back to the Council on options 
or a recommendation to mark the day in question. 

Corporate Consideration 

The matter was submitted for the consideration of the trade union side of the corporate Health 
Safety and Welfare Forum. In consultation with the members of the Forum, discussion 
centred around potential options to mark the memorial day. The Council currently marks other 
events - such as world aids week - through the appropriate flying of flags, which is a highly 
public and visible commemoration. Consideration was also given to a year on year initiative, 
for example a health and safety conference; a memorial plaque or statue, within Summerlee 
Heritage Park, being a museum of industrial history regarded as the appropriate location, with 
the opportunity to integrate this with current proposals for Summerlee. A further alternative 
considered was the possibility of the Council endowing an annual lecture, which need not be 
absolutely confined to health and safety related subjects but could, properly, be extended to 
wider subjects of social concern. This would however require on going funding and, if any 
lecture proved to be other than well supported, could reflect badly on Workers' Memorial Day. 

Following due consideration, the Health Safety and Welfare Forum recommended support for 
a plaque or statue to be created at Summerlee Heritage Park to mark the event. 

Thereafter, the decision of the Forum was communicated in a letter to the North Lanarkshire 
Trades Council, seeking their support for the recommendation or alternative proposals, as 
appropriate. At the time of the preparation of this report, there has been no further response 
from the Trades Council on the matter. 
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4. Recommendation 

It is recommended that: 

(a) a plaque or a statue be commemorated within Summerlee Heritage Park to mark 
Workers' Memorial Day, and 

the matter be referred to the Department of Community Services to take forward 
arrangements and to report further on the matter, as appropriate. 

(b) 
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