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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to update Committee of the progress made on projects 
contained in the Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan. 

Background 

Throughout 2005/06, the Area Committee have been given updates on a range of projects 
that were identified in the approved Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan as being the priority for 
the Council, public and private sector partners and the local community to deliver long term 
and sustained regeneration. 

As the end of the financial year is nearing it is considered that this presents an opportunity 
to highlight the positive investments and measures that have been delivered or progressed 
in Airdrie. The objective of this being that it indicates the multi-agency and wide ranging 
approach that is being taken towards regeneration in the Town Centre and provides a basis 
to continue and build on the successes that have been achieved in 2005/06 

Project Updates 

The Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan is one of a suite of Plans produced by the Planning & 
Environment Department for the town centres across North Lanarkshire. The Action Plans 
have been written following three themes that were identified in a Lanarkshire wide Town 
Centre Intervention Strategy that sought to identify strategic priorities for town centres to 
protect their viability, economic performance and social function. 

During 200516 investment and progress has been made on the following: 

Design and Quality 

0 The third, f 1.235 million, phase of environmental improvements in the Town Centre are 
now well under way. The removal of double kerbs and installation of new road 
crossings, lighting and street furniture will integrate the areas of South Bridge Street 
and Bank Street into the previous schemes and remove barriers to pedestrian 
movement. 
Draft designs for the fourth phase covering Broomknoll Street, Stirling Street and the 
Wellwynd, around the Library, have been produced and are being assessed. Using the 
same concepts, materials and street furniture this final large phase of works will see the 
cultural areas in the Town Centre integrated into the fabric of the shopping areas 
Physical enhancements to the footpaths from Hallcraig Street to Airdrie Business 
Centre are being carried out in advance of the centre opening. This will provide a 
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Disability Discrimination Act compliant route from the Hallcraig Street Car Park to the 
Business Centre, Central Park and South Bridge Street, as well as a new direct route 
from the car park to the front door of the Business Centre. 

3.4 Diversification 

Assistance and advice has been given to the Primary Healthcare Trust in the 
identification and procurement of a site for a resource centre providing Primary Health 
Care and Social Work services on a single campus within the Town Centre. 
Detailed discussions have been taking place with the owners of the important Town 
Centre site at 86 to 88 Graham Street, assisting them to identify a range of 
opportunities for the redevelopment of the retail and non-retail facilities on the site. 
A feasibility study has been completed, assessing the potential to re-develop the 
Wellwynd Church and its site as a town centre business location. A number of options 
are being assessed, prior to further design work being undertaken. 
A number of surveys have and are being undertaken as part of the development of a 
range of regeneration and enhancement opportunities within the Coatdyke and 
Rochsolloch area. These include the removal of remnants of past uses, physical 
barriers to development and environmental and infrastructure improvements. 

3.5 Infrastructure 

0 The Central Corridor Strategic Transport Assessment has been undertaken and the 
results are currently being assessed with a view to developing a range of physical 
works and other measures to deal with recognised areas of congestion within the road 
network. The objective behind this being that development and regeneration 
opportunities can be developed in locations that encourages alternative modes of 
transport and are fits within the existing road network capacity. 
Consultation has taken place on the proposed re-opening of the Airdrie-Bathgate rail 
line and enhancement of Airdrie Station, in advance of a Parliamentary Bill being 
prepared. The Council will also assess the development and regeneration opportunities 
afforded by this investment from central government. 
Work has begun on the replacement of the weight restricted Gartlea Road Railway 
Bridge. 
A design has been produced for a new Town Centre car park on the former gasholder 
site, which will be accessed from Chapel Street. This will provide much needed 
additional parking for the northern part of the Town Centre. 

4 Recommendations 

a> It is recommended that the Committee notes progress made on the Airdrie Town 
Centre Action Plan. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Gordon Laing on 01 236 61 647 
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