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Motherwell, 7 January 1999 at 2 pm. 
 

A Meeting of the POLICY  AND  RESOURCES 
(POLICY,  PLANNING  AND  PERFORMANCE  REVIEW)  SUB-COMMITTEE 

 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillors Coyle, Craig, Craigie, Griffin, Logue, G. Murray, Smith and Wilson. 
 
CHAIR 
 
In the absence of the Convener, Councillor Smith presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Principal Administrative Officer; Assistant Chief Executive (Policy); Policy Planning Manager, and 
Information and Research Manager. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillors Lyle, McCabe and Shaw. 
 
 
BEST  VALUE:  PERFORMANCE  INDICATORS  -  RESPONSE  TO  SCOTTISH  OFFICE  
CONSULTATION 
 
1. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 7 January 1999 by the Chief Executive (1) enclosing 

a copy of Circular No:  26/1998 from the Scottish Office Local Government Group outlining proposals 
in relation to public performance reports and key performance indicators for best value; (2) advising 
that a response, detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, had been drafted and forwarded to the Scottish 
Office by the return date of 18 December 1998, and (3) indicating (a) that the Scottish Office 
intended issuing advice on the final initial set of key performance indicators by 29 January 1999; 
(b) that Councils would be required to respond to the Scottish Office by 26 February 1999 and 
include details of performance in terms of these key performance indicators, and (c) that the 
responses would form the basis of a prototype public performance report. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the contents of the Scottish Office Local Government Group Circular No:  26/1998 be 

noted; 
 

(2) that the action taken by the Chief Executive be homologated,  and 
 

(3) that the Chief Executive be authorised to submit a supplementary response to the Scottish 
Office reflecting the comments of Members raised at the meeting. 

 
 
 
PERFORMANCE  INDICATORS:  ACCOUNTS  COMMISSION  1998  DIRECTION 
 
2. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 7 January 1999 by the Chief Executive (1) enclosing 

a copy of the Accounts Commission’s recently published 1998 “Direction” containing the statutory 
requirements for the collection and publication of performance information for the financial year 
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1999/2000, and (2) summarising in Appendix 2 of the report, changes in the provision of performance 
information for 1999/2000 which will affect local Councils. 

 
Decided: that the contents of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
BEST  VALUE:  MEMBERS’  QUESTIONNAIRE  -  UNIVERSITY  OF  PAISLEY 
 
3. There was submitted a report dated 14 December 1998 by the Chief Executive enclosing a copy of a 

questionnaire received from the University of Paisley’s Scottish Centre for European Public Sector 
Studies seeking Members’ views on best value. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that a copy of the questionnaire, for completion and return to the Assistant Chief Executive 

(Policy) by 22 January 1999, be sent to all Members of the Council to enable them to submit 
their views on best value, and 

 
(2) that the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 

 
 
 
BEST  VALUE  SERVICE  REVIEW  -  TEACHING  AND  LEARNING  (PHASE  ONE) 
 
4. With reference to paragraph 1 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 13 August 

1998, there was submitted a report dated 24 December 1998 by the Chief Executive (1) advising that 
a draft review of the third of five best value service reviews being undertaken, had been received 
from the Department of Education in respect of Teaching and Learning (Phase 1), and (2) intimating 
that an in depth analysis of the draft review had yet to be completed. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the matter be continued to the next meeting of this Sub-Committee for consideration of a 

full evaluation report; 
 

(2) that representatives of the Department of Education be requested to attend that meeting, and 
 

(3) that the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 
 
 
 
BEST  VALUE  SERVICE  REVIEW  -  CLEANSING  SERVICES   
 
5. With reference to paragraph 1 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 13 August 

1998, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 30 December 1998 by the Chief Executive 
setting out and evaluating the results of the fourth of five best value service reviews being 
undertaken, in particular (1) enclosing (a) a report from the Department of Environmental Services in 
respect of cleansing services, and (b) data following benchmarking exercises which focused on trade 
and domestic refuse collection, street cleansing and special domestic uplifts, and (2) listing policy 
issues raised as a result of the benchmarking exercises. 

 
Decided:  
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(1) that the cleansing service review be approved on an interim basis subject to further reports 
being brought forward in March, August and December 1999 for consideration, as detailed in 
paragraph 8 of the report; 

 
(2) that the matter be referred to the Environmental Services Committee for its information, and 

 
(3) that the report be otherwise noted. 

 
 


