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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is firstly to seek approval from the Learning & Leisure Services 
Committee to declare the 'number one pitch', at Beltane playing fields, Wishaw, surplus to 
operational requirements and secondly to recommend the lease of the pitch to Wishaw Juniors 
Football Club for an initial 10 year period. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Learning and Leisure Services Committee is recommended to:- 

0 approve the Beltane No.1 pitch being declared surplus to operational requirements with a 
recommendation that it be leased to Wishaw Juniors Football Club: and 

0 refer this report to the Policy and Resources (Property) Sub-Committee for consideration. 

Members wishing further information about this report should contact: 

Lizanne McMurrich, Head of Community Information & Learning on 01236 812338 
lan Murdoch, Infrastructure & Development Manager on 01236 812330 
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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is firstly to seek approval from the Learning & Leisure Services 
Committee to declare the ‘number one pitch’, at Beltane playing fields, Wishaw, surplus to 
operational requirements and secondly to recommend the lease of the pitch to Wishaw 
Juniors Football Club for an initial 10 year period. 

BACKGROUND 

Wishaw Juniors Football Club currently use the grass pitch and changing accommodation 
at Wishaw Sports Centre for their home games, This arrangement has been in place for a 
number of years and is unsatisfactory to both the football club and North Lanarkshire 
Leisure Trust who operate the facilities at Wishaw Sports Centre on behalf of Learning 
and Leisure Services. 

Committee is asked to note that the grass pitches at both Beltane and Wishaw Sports 
Centre would not be considered appropriate to commit additional funding to through the 
North Lanarkshire Sports Pitch Strategy, and therefore, apart from normal maintenance 
costs, no additional money is planned to be spent on them in the foreseeable future. 

CO NSI DE RAT1 ON S 

Wishaw Juniors have gone through a considerable period of change in the last five years. 
A new committee has provided a new vision for the club which they anticipate will assist in 
establishing Wishaw Juniors in a higher league than the one they presently play in. 
Discussions have taken place with Learning and Leisure Services regarding the proposed 
lease of the pitch. The new committee has a well-organised, professional approach to the 
development of their club, as well as a clear vision of how this can be progressed. 
In order to attract possible external funding to redevelop the football club they require to 
have a ‘home’ pitch that they can be identified with. The present arrangements with the 
multi-user Wishaw Sports Centre does not allow this to happen, 

The Scottish Junior Football Association (SJFA) are supportive of this proposal, and 
Wishaw Juniors are keen to establish themselves within the heart of the Wishaw 
community, and have ambitious plans to expand their club to become a community club 
for the area. This approach fits well within Sportscotland’s guidelines and could give 
hundreds of local youngsters an opportunity to participate in football, while at the same 
time providing a conveyor belt of talent of future players for Wishaw Juniors. 

It is proposed that the disused changing pavilion at the Globe in Motherwell be transferred 
to Beltane, so that the existing pavilion is unaffected by this lease proposal. An additional 
full-size, grass pitch will be established within the Beltane pitch area which will mean that 
the same grass pitch provision for use by the community that currently exists will be 
retained. 
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3.4 North Lanarkshire Leisure (NLL) has also recently attracted a number of ‘golden league’ 
athletics events that have put the North Lanarkshire area in general, and Wishaw in 
particular, on the athletics map. NLL are keen to expand on this and continue to attract 
events of this standard and higher, to the area, The existing arrangements with Wishaw 
Juniors is detrimental to achieving this. The pitch they currently use is in the middle of the 
running track and is regularly ‘churned up’ by usage during the winter months.. This is not 
conducive to providing a facility that can accommodate top quality track and field events. 
The removal of Wishaw Juniors, the existing goalposts, and the regular usage of the pitch, 
will allow for a much better opportunity of attracting top quality athletics events to Wishaw 
Sports Centre. 

3.5 Learning and Leisure Services is prepared to make Beltane No.1 pitch surplus to 
operational requirements, in order that an appropriate lease can be agreed, via property 
services, for the use of the pitch by Wishaw Juniors Football Club. 

3.10 For the information of Committee, Appendix 1 to this report contains a map of Beltane 
showing the location of the pitch. 

4. RECOMMENDATION 

4.1 The Learning and Leisure Services Committee is recommended to:- 

0 approve the Beltane No. 1 pitch being declared surplus to operational requirements 
with a recommendation that it be leased to Wishaw Juniors Football Club; and 

0 refer this report to the Policy and Resources (Property) Sub-Committee for 
consideration. 
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