
SPECIAL NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL - 74 February 2008 

Motherwell, 14 February 2008 at 4 pm. 

A Special Meeting of the NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

PRESENT 

Councillor Curley, Provost; Councillor Robertson, Depute Provost; Councillors Adamson, Brooks, Burrows, 
Carrigan, Cefferty, Chadha, Clarke, J. Coyle, M. Coyle, S. Coyle, Curran, Delaney, Fagan, Ferrie, Goldie, 
Grant, Griffin, Harmon, Hogg, Homer, Irvine, Johnston, Jones, Kelly, Key, Logue, J. Love, S. Love, Lunny, 
Lyle, McAuley, McCabe, McCulloch, McElroy, McGlinchey, J. McGuigan, F. McKay, L. McKay, McKendrick, 
McKenna, McKeown, McMillan, McWilliams, Maginnis, Martin, Morgan, Murray, Nolan, O’Brien, Ross, Shaw, 
Shevlin, Shields, Smith, Stewart, Stocks, Taggart, Alan Valentine, Wallace, Welsh and Wilson. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Curley (Provost) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Chief Executive; Executive Director of Corporate Services; Executive Director of Environmental Services; 
Executive Director of Finance and Customer Services; Executive Director of Housing and Social Work 
Services; Executive Director of Learning and Leisure Services; Head of Central Services; Head of Financial 
Services and Alan McKnight, Chief Committee Services Manager. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Devine, Higgins, H. McGuigan and Pentland. 

PROVOST’S REMARKS 

(1) DEATH OF FORMER COUNCILLOR JOHN F. McGHEE 

The Provost referred to the death of former Councillor John F. McGhee on Tuesday, 12 February 2008 and 
advised that Councillor McGhee had begun his service in local government with the Burgh of Motherwell and 
Wishaw in 1971 followed by Motherwell District Council in 1975 where he had served as the Provost from 
1984 to 1988. He was elected to North Lanarkshire Council following reorganisation in 1995, represented the 
Pather and Gowkthrapple Ward, served on various Committees and Sub-Committees of the Council and was 
Convener of the Wishaw and District Area Committee before standing down at the elections in May of last 
year. He had a quiet and gentlemanly manner which in no way hindered his ability to get things done and 
would be fondly remembered by all who knew him. The Provost concluded by intimating that he would 
convey to Mrs. McGhee and her family the views expressed at today’s meeting. 

Thereafter the Council observed one minute’s silence. 

(2) COUNCILLOR JOHN PENTLAND 

The Provost advised that Councillor John Pentland had been in hospital recently but is now at home and well 
on the road to recovery and, on behalf of the Council, extended best wishes to Councillor Pentland for a 
speedy return to full health. 
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(3) CHIEF COMMITTEE SERVICES MANAGER 

The Provost having advised of the imminent retiral of Mr. Alan McKnight from the post of Chief Committee 
Services Manager, the meeting joined with the Provost in acknowledging Mr. McKnight‘s contribution to local 
government over the past 47 years and, in particular, to the life and work of North Lanarkshire Council and in 
extending to Mr. McKnight best wishes for the future. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN TERMS OF THE ETHICAL STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE ETC. 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 2000 

1. The meeting noted that there were no declarations of interest. 

SERVICE IMPROVEMENT PLANS 2007/2008 TO 2009/2010 AND REVENUE BUDGET 2008/2009 

(1) REMITS FROM VARIOUS SERVICE COMMITTEES 

2. With reference to paragraph 17 of the Minute of the meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee 
held on 29 January 2008 when the Committee, having considered remits from various Service 
Committees regarding Service Improvement Plans for the years 2007/2008 to 2009/2010 and 
Revenue Estimates for the financial year 200812009, agreed (1) to approve, for its interest, the base 
budgets of the relevant Services for the financial year 2008/2009, subject to consideration of 
efficiency savings; (2) to endorse, for its interest, the recommendations of the Committees and 
Sub-Committee with regard to efficiency savings, and (3) to recommend accordingly to this meeting of 
the Council, there were submitted the relevant excerpts from the Minutes of the Service Committees 
and of the Policy and Resources Committee. 

Decided: that the terms of the Minute and recommendations made by the Policy and Resources 
Committee be approved. 

(2) CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S DEPARTMENT 

3. With reference to paragraph 16 of the Minute of the meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee 
held on 29 January 2008 when the Committee, having considered a joint report (docketed as relative 
to the meeting of that Committee) dated 10 December 2007 by the Chief Executive and Executive 
Director of Finance and Customer Services regarding the Service Improvement Plan for Chief 
Executive - Corporate and Performance in respect of the period from 2007/2008 to 2009/2010 and 
Revenue Estimates for 2008/2009, had agreed (1) that the Service Improvement Plan for Chief 
Executive- Corporate and Performance in respect of the period from 2007/2008 to 2009/2010, as 
contained within AppendixA to the report by the Chief Executive and Executive Director of Finance 
and Customer Services, be approved; (2) that a further report describing the key actions to be 
developed in support of the 2008/2009 Improvement Actions will be presented to the Committee at its 
next meeting; (3) that the level of CSP movements and increases affecting the Service Revenue 
Budget, as set out in Parts i and ii of Appendix B to the report by the Chief Executive and Executive 
Director of Finance and Customer Services, be noted; (4) that the Service base budget, as set out in 
Part iii of Appendix B to the report by the Chief Executive and Executive Director of Finance and 
Customer Services be agreed subject to consideration of efficiency savings; (5) that the proposed 
efficiency savings, as detailed in Part iv of Appendix B to the report by the Chief Executive and 
Executive Director of Finance and Customer Services, be approved; (6) that it be noted that any 
alterations to the Service Improvement Plan for the Chief Executive - Corporate and Performance, 
required as a consequence of finalisation of the Council’s budget, will be brought to the attention of 
the Committee, and (7) that the matter be remitted for consideration to this meeting of the Council, 
there was submitted the relevant excerpt from the Minute of the Policy and Resources Committee. 
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Decided: that the terms of Minute and recommendations made by the Policy and Resources 
Committee be approved. 

COMMITTEE MINUTE FOR APPROVAL 

4. There was submitted the Minute of the special meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee held 
on 14 February 2008. 

Decided: that the terms of the Minute be approved except insofar as separately dealt with in 
terms of paragraph 5 hereof. 

REVENUE BUDGET 200812009 

5. With reference to paragraph 4 of the Minute of the meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee 
held on 14 February 2008, there was submitted a report (docketed as relative to the meeting of that 
Committee) dated 7 February 2008 by the Executive Director of Finance and Customer Services 
regarding the Revenue Budget for the financial year 2008/2009. 

There was submitted also (tabled at the meeting) 

(1) budget proposals by the Majority Group (docketed) comprising:- 

(a) Council Tax 2008/2009; 

(b) Summary Revenue Budget 2008/2009, and 

(c) proposed service growth, and 

(2) budget proposals by the Minority Group (docketed) comprising:- 

(a) Council Tax 2008/2009; 

(b) Summary Revenue Budget 2008/2009, and 

(c) growth proposals. 

Thereafter, Councillor Lyle advised that the Council tax figure of f1,077, referred to in paragraph 1 of 
the Minority Group proposals, should read f 1,098. 

Councillor McCabe, seconded by Councillor Burrows, moved 

(1) that the terms of paragraph 4 of the Policy and Resources Committee minute be approved; 

(2) that the contents of the report by the Executive Director of Finance and Customers be noted; 

(3) that the Council approve the Summary Revenue Budget to 2008/2009, as detailed in 
Appendix 2 to the budget proposals by the Majority Group, including former and continued 
ringfenced Grants amounting in total to f121.926 m and recurring and one-off service growth 
amounting in total to f24.215 m and highlighting additional Capital Growth of f43.176 m, as 
detailed in Appendix 3 to those proposals, and 

(4) that there be no Council Tax increase for 2008/2009, resulting in a Council Tax of f1,098 at 
Band D Level. 
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Councillor Lyle, moved, as an amendment 

(1) that the terms of paragraph 4 of the Policy and Resources Committee Minute be approved; 

(2) 

(3) 

that the contents of the report by the Executive Director of Finance and Customer Services be 
noted; 
that the Council approve the Summary Revenue Budget, as detailed in Appendix 1 to the 
budget proposals by the Minority Group, including former continued ringfenced funding 
amounting in total to f121.926 m and recurring and one-off service growth amounting in total 
to f24.215 m and outlining additional Capital Investment Proposals totalling f25.176 m, as 
contained in Appendix 2 of the budget proposals, and 

(4) that there be no increase in the Council Tax resulting in a Council Tax of f 1,098 at Band D 
level. 

In the course of discussion a number of Members left the meeting. 

Thereafter, the amendment was seconded by Councillor Murray. 

On a vote being taken, 1 Member voted for the amendment and 42 Members voted for the motion, 
which was accordingly declared carried. 

Decided: 

(1) that the terms of paragraph 4 of the Policy and Resources Committee minute be approved; 

(2) that the contents of the report by the Executive Director of Finance and Customers be noted; 

(3) that the Council approve the Summary Revenue Budget to 2008/2009, as detailed in 
Appendix2 to the budget proposals by the Majority Group, including former and continued 
ringfenced Grants amounting in total to f 121.926 m and recurring and one-off service growth 
amounting in total to f24.215 m and highlighting additional Capital Growth of f43.176 m, as 
detailed in Appendix 3 to those proposals, and 

(4) that there be no Council Tax increase for 2008/2009, resulting in a Council Tax of f1,098 at 
Band D Level. 
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