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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to advise committee of the progress North Lanarkshire 
Council has made in respect of Certification in the Carbon Trust Standard. 

BACKGROUND 

The Carbon Trust Standard was introduced by Central Government from 200712008, This 
Standard requires Local Authorities to compile information on all Council consumption of 
gas, electricity, water and vehicle fuel and the consequent carbon (CO2) emission impact 
that the Council’s property and owned vehicle assets have. This information is then used 
to assess the Council’s carbon footprint. This assessment will be used as a base to 
calculate the Council’s position in the National League table of major Carbon consumers. 
This is known as the Carbon Trust Standard score. 

North Lanarkshire Council’s Carbon Trust Standard score could have a significant impact 
on the Council’s finances with the Carbon Commitment Reduction (CRC) programme 
being implemented from Financial year 2011/12. This will involve an initial outlay of 
approximately f700,OOO to purchase “Carbon credits” in line with expected consumption 
levels. The actual level of consumption and the Council’s position in the Carbon Trust 
league table will determine how much of this initial outlay the Council will receive back. 
Good performance will result in full repayment with additional bonuses being possible, 
with poor performance resulting in less than the f700,OOO being recoverable. This 
therefore does present a real financial risk to the Council. The steps taken to date in 
achieving the Carbon Trust Standard which demonstrates the commitment to Energy 
Savings and consequent CO2 reduction will help the Council in being well paced to meet 
this challenge. 

To demonstrate a commitment to energy savings and thus achieve Carbon Trust 
Standard accreditation, it is required that the Council should demonstrate that it 
continually measures power needs and fuel usage, manages investment in new 
equipment, maintenance programmes and staff training, and continues to reduce the 
Council’s Carbon Footprint with the support of all employees at every level, in all sections 
of every department. 
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3. STRATEGY 

3.1 As part of the strategy for measuring consumption, the Council has embarked on a 
programme of Automatic Meter Readers (AMR) installations which will enable much more 
accurate monitoring of energy consumption and it is proposed that this programme will 
continue. The information obtained from these meters will inform a programme to reduce 
energy consumption throughout the Council. This will augment the existing monitoring 
arrangement established within Property Services. In addition to this, staff training in 
energy reduction techniques will continue in order to raise awareness throughout the 
whole Council. 

3.2 The Council’s strategy for energy monitoring and reduction has been submitted to the 
Carbon Trust and it can now be reported that the Council has achieved certification of the 
Carbon Trust Standard, The Council’s position in the League table will not be known until 
publication of all results in April 2011, however the fact that the Council has achieved 
certification denotes that the current strategy is moving the monitoring and reduction of 
energy consumption in the correct direction. 

4. RECOMMENDATIONS 

4.1 Committee is requested to note: 
0 the award of the Carbon Trust Standard for the current strategy in respect of energy 

monitoring and reduction of energy consumption; 
the continued efforts of Property Services in developing this strategy to achieve 
further reductions in energy consumption, which will contribute to the Council’s 
Dosition in the National League table. 

/ 

IAN NISBET 
Head of Property Services 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact lan 
Nisbet, Head of Property Services, on 01236 616305. 
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