
Item 10 

Notice of Questions Procedure - Standing Order No. 44 
Council Meeting - Thursday, 3 April 2008 

Questions to be Posed Following Ballot 

(1) On 29 March 2007, I asked the following question: 

“With great difficulty and after many letters I eventually received the attached 
District Valuer’s list of values for the assets transferred from Cumbernauld 
Development Corporation to North Lanarkshire Council, which the Council 
appeared to wish to keep hidden. 

f15,470,000 was his estimated value of the cash and land provided for 
completing the Town Centre. The housing loans portfolio was valued at 
f945,OOO cash. 

Fleming House and Cumbernauld House were valued at f 1,190,000. 

The small factories and managed workshops were valued at f 1,001,700 cash. 
This left the District Valuer’s value of the vast areas of listed priced industrial, 
housing, school sites and commercial land at f 10,757,000. 

To illustrate the extent to which the land was undervalued 122.77 acres of 
industrial and housing land at Smithstone was valued at f885,OOO. 

16.688 acres of this land has been sold through this month’s Policy and 
Resources Committee for over f 13 million. 

The former Condorrat Nursery valued at f220,OOO has been sold in recent 
months for many millions. 

The 158.82 acres at Drumgrew was valued at f100,000, how many millions 
might be its real value? 

The Rugby Club House and grounds was valued at f 10,000. North Lanarkshire 
Council have taken some of this land away, presumably for housing. 

They are charging the Rugby Club f5,000 a year in a lease that can only move 
upwards. 

Is this North Lanarkshire Council’s encouragement to fitness and sport 
especially for our youths?” 
Can I now have the up to date current list and value of all land and resources, 
which has been sold or is in the process of being sold? 

Does this Council think that due to the proliferation of new Tenants and 
Residents Association groups in line with greater community involvement 
advocated by this Council and the Scottish Government, that the minimum 
criteria for the formation of these community association groups be altered to 
include a greater number of people required to give permission for the formation 
of a Tenants and Residents Association, so that they can be seen as a true 
democratic representation of the geographical area which they purport to 
represent? 

Since May 2007, how many elected members have submitted Freedom of 
Information requests? 

(2) 

(3) 

How many elected members have taken their Freedom of Information request to 
the Commissioner for Information: name them? 
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(4) At the North Lanarkshire Council meeting on 15 February 2007 I asked the 
following question: 

"Will the delayed local plan presentation proposed for March include positive 
proposals to keep Cumbernauld as a unified new town? 

Failing these proposals will there be a list of the amenities essential to keep the 
area north of the A80 in Cumbernauld with a population which will exceed 
20,000 people as a comprehensive local community." 

The Vice-Convener of Planning and Environment answered "The policies and 
proposals of the draft local plan fully supports maintaining Cumbernauld as a 
unified town." In reply to a similar question at the Council meeting on 29 March 
2007, I pointed out that "There are no proposals in the draft Local Plan approved 
this morning to ensure that Cumbernauld will become a unified town when the 
approved M80 is built. It will further divide Cumbernauld in two. 

Can we therefore be assured that the Draft Local Plan will be making adequate 
provision to see that on each side of the M80 in Cumbernauld the residents will 
have adequate amenities and facilities to meet the requirements of their 
community." Councillor Coyle replied "yes". 

In April we are to be considering the final proposed Local Plan. Will the solution 
to these important issues be clear in that proposed final local plan? 

(5) I have great concerns regarding the traffic problems and the safety of pupils 
travelling to and from almost all of the Primary Schools in the Murdostoun Ward. 

Are there any further steps that this Council could take to ensure the safety of 
these pupils? 

(6) Have the Council definitely abandoned a proposal to build a new Dunbeth 
Nursery within Dunbeth Coatbridge Park in Coatbridge? 

At the North Lanarkshire Council meeting on 15 February 2007 I asked the 
following question: 

(7) 

"What proposals have the Council in the next four years for regenerating the 
older areas of Cumbernauld in Kildrum, Seafar, The Village and Carbrain? This 
housing in 1996 was in so bad a condition that neither Cumbernauld and Kilsyth 
District Council, North Lanarkshire Council nor any social landlord or private 
landlord would consider bidding for the houses at anything like Cumbernauld 
Development Corporation's asking price." 

Can I now have a list of when and what funds the Council strongly requested 
from the Scottish Executive to undertake this work? 

Now with the advantage of concordat, what direct requests for funds have been 
made to the Scottish Government? What is North Lanarkshire's programme for 
ensuring the regeneration of these older areas of Cumbernauld? North 
Lanarkshire knew their serious faults in May 1996. 

To give one example, there are 12 forty year old high rise blocks of flats, 
housing approximately 600 families. They face demolition unless major 
regeneration starts immediately. 

Has it not been obvious for years, that CHP has been totally inadequate to 
tackle its share of the regeneration? For over four years the Council's 
Vice-Convener of Housing and Technical Services and the Depute Leader of the 
SNP, sat on the CHP. What reports did they bring to the Housing Committee of 
the gross inadequacy of CHP to meet its responsibilities? 
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The official final paragraph of the answer claimed "an option report on the 
multi-storeys has been produced and discussions are underway to develop 
workable solutions to what Councillor Murray acknowledges are complex and 
perhaps unique issues due to the level of owner occupation within the blocks". 

What has been achieved and what action has been taken, to solve this now 
urgent, 12 year old problem, in the intervening year? 

(8) Now that the Council is committed to a policy of Best Value and to correctly 
value all its assets in land and buildings, can we have the current value of the 
District Valuer's listed land and property which is still unsold and which was 
included in the New Town (Cumbernauld) (Transfer of Property, Rights and 
Liabilities) Order 1996 plus the estimated value of the land transferred, as a 
liability under the New Town (Cumbernauld) and not as an asset. 

Much of this land will be scheduled for housing and other purposes in the new 
proposed local plan. These figures will enable the Council and the people of 
Cumbernauld to have some appreciation of the assets available to North 
Lanarkshire Council for the regeneration of Cumbernauld much of which the 
Council agreed was in a very bad condition in 1996. 

In response to a similar question on 29 March 2007, Councillor McCabe, Leader 
of the Council stated "in terms of how much money will be spent in Cumbernauld 
in the future, the Council will continue to assess the needs of the area in the 
same way as it does for every other area in North Lanarkshire and in so doing 
endeavour to best address the priority issues within the resources available. As 
Councillor Murray is aware, it is not Council policy to ring fence resources to any 
specified geographical area". 

Given the deterioration of this forty year old experimental terraced, low rise flats 
and high rise flats, when are their acute problems likely to achieve North 
Lanarkshire Council's top priority lists? 

Some local authorities in Scotland are moving away from open plan style layouts 
in their new build schools, to closed classrooms, to promote a less noisy, settled 
teaching environment. When will North Lanarkshire Learning and Leisure be 
doing similar good work in moving back to closed classrooms and thereby 
raising standards further in our primary schools? 

(9) 

(10) I have been led to understand that Coatbridge College is proposing to 
considerably alter the range of subjects it offers to young and mature students. 
What negotiations if any has the College had with the council on this very 
sensitive matter? 

(11) I am very grateful for the help given to me in recent months by the Executive 
Director of Housing and Social Work Services in relation to the last block of flats 
to be demolished at Walkerburn Drive. 

The Director has confirmed that the tender for demolition was accepted on 
21 February 2008. 

Can my constituents in Coltness be given any further update on the rehousing of 
the three remaining tenants and any definite date of demolition? 
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