
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Yo: LEARNING & LEISURE SERVICES Subject: ASSET MANAGEMENT PLANNING - 
COMMITTEE PROPERTY RATIONALISATION OF 

COMMUNITY FAC I LIT1 ES 2009/10 
UPDATE REPORT From: HEAD OF COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

& LEARNING 

Date: 2 July 2010 Ref: LMcM/MC/LM 

REPORT 

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to provide a progress report, for the Learning and Leisure Services 
Committee, regarding the eight community facilities originally proposed for closure August 2009. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Learning and Leisure Services Committee is recommended to: 

(i) note the content of the report with regards to the actions already agreed by council; 

(ii) approve Branchal Road Hut (Cambusnethan) surplus to operational requirements to allow 
the property to be demolished; 

(iii) approve Gardenside Senior Citizen's Centre surplus to operational requirements, to allow a 
lease agreement to be negotiated with Mosshill Credit Union, on the basis community 
access will be retained; and 

(iv) refer this report to the Policy and Resources (Property) Sub Committee for consideration. 

Members wishing further information should contact 

Lizanne McMurrich, Head of Community Information and Learning on 01236 812338 
lan Murdoch, Infrastructure & Development Manager on 01236 812330 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL - LEARNING AND LEISURE SERVICES 

1. 

ASSET MANAGEMENT PLANNING 
PROPERTY RATIONALISATION OF COMMUNITY FACILITIES 2009/10 

UPDATE REPORT 

Report by Head of Community information and Learning 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide a progress report, for the Learning and Leisure 
Services Committee, regarding the eight community facilities originally proposed for closure 
August 2009. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 At its meeting on gth February 2010 the Learning and Leisure Services Committee approved 
the closure of two of the eight proposed community facilities. The two facilities concerned, 
John Street Community Facility and Dykehead Senior Citizens Centre, are no longer 
available for community use. John Street will close, once adaptations to Orbiston Business 
Centre are complete. Dykehead closed with effect as of 25th June 2010. Both properties 
were referred to the Policy and Resources (Property) sub committee of 20 May 2010, to be 
dealt with in terms of the Council’s policy on surplus land and property. The properties were 
subsequently published in the June 2010, bulletin of available property. No viable 
alternatives have been found for Dykehead Senior Citizen’s Centre. The facility is therefore 
proposed for immediate demolition. John Street Community Facility will continue to be dealt 
with in terms of the Council’s policy on surplus land and property. 

2.2 Abronhill Sheltered Housing Hall transferred to Housing and Social Work Services with effect 
from 10 May 2010. User groups, as appropriate, have been transferred to alternative 
premises, with the hall no longer available to book. Any access or usage must be negotiated 
with Housing and Social Work. Only groups relevant to the day care integration strategy 
continue to access the facility. 

2.3 The proposal regarding Branchal Road Senior Citizen’s Hut (Cambusnethan) was continued, 
on the basis that Learning and Leisure Services were to assess the viability of the expression 
of interest from Branchal Road Senior Citizen’s to lease the building. The outcome of the 
assessment was that due to the financial and management responsibilities associated with 
the operation of the building, the Branchal Road committee elected to relocate to 
Cambusnethan Nursery Centre. Written confirmation of this decision was received on 5 May 
2010. The proposal is to relocate the groups with effect as of 1 September 2010, with the 
demolition of the facility arranged immediately thereafter. 

2.4 The Harthill Senior Citizen’s Centre was also continued to a future meeting of committee. 
Thereafter it was agreed that the proposed usage of the facility be monitored over a 6 month 
period, effective from I August 201 0. 
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2.5 

3. 

The remaining three properties are currently being considered for community asset transfer 
or lease. Holytown Community Facility and Bargeddie Hall will be considered over a period 
of 12 months. North Lanarkshire has been successful in a bid to become one of eight 
demonstration projects with the Development Trust Association (DTA). A working group with 
representation from Learning and Leisure Services and Chief Executive’s will work in 
partnership with Voluntary Action North Lanarkshire (VANL) and the community groups to 
establish whether community asset transfer is a viable option. Gardenside Senior Citizen’s 
was not included in the bid to DTA for community asset transfer, this was due to the fact a 
committee was not in existence at the time the bid was submitted. The authority has since 
been approached by Mosshill Credit Union requesting that they be granted a lease for the 
facility. Mosshill Credit Union has guaranteed that the local community will retain access to 
the facility and that a hall users committee will be formed. The DTA indicated that there are 
examples of community ownership models where a lead partner is responsible for the lease. 
When this proposal was suggested at a public meeting on I June 2010 DTA indicated that 
they felt that this was a viable option for the authority to consider. Committee is asked to 
note that the spiritualist church has subsequently relocated to alternative premises resulting 
in the building being used twice per week for senior citizen’s bingo. Learning and Leisure 
Services is not in a position to sustain the revenue costs associated with the facility the 
recommendation would be to declare Gardenside surplus to operational requirements on the 
basis that Property Services enter in to negotiations regarding a lease with Mosshill Credit 
Union. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Learning and Leisure Services Committee is recommended to: 

(i) note the content of the report with regards to the actions already agreed by council; 

(ii) approve Branchal Road Hut (Cambusnethan) surplus to operational requirements to 
allow the property to be demolished; 

(iii) approve Gardenside Senior Citizen’s Centre surplus to operational requirements, to 
allow a lease agreement to be negotiated with Mosshill Credit Union, on the basis 
community access will be retained; and 

(iv) refer this report to the Policy and Resources (Property) Sub Committee for 
consideration. 
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