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Subject: 

HIGH BARRWOOD, KILSYTH 

PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF 
LAND 

1NTRODUCTlON 

The purpose of this report is to advise Committee of the change in circumstances 
with regards to the proposed sale of land located off High Barrwood Road, Kilsyth 
and seek fresh authority to sell the subject site to a different developer. 

BACKGROUND 

Committee should make reference to three previous reports on this matter. The first 
was dated 29 September 2006 which was considered by this Committee on 2 
November 2006 and authority was given to progress a proposed disposal to Roberts 
Developments Ltd. 

A second report was considered by this Committee at its meeting of 4 November 
2008, at which time approval was given for a mechanism to deal with abnormal 
development costs. The report outlined that for reasons outwith the control of both 
the developer and the Council, the proposed disposal had become protracted. 
Consent was also granted to dispose of land to the owners of a neighbouring 
property known as ‘Clonard’ to formalise their current land occupation and this would 
be done within the Council’s approved garden ground procedures. In addition, the 
report outlined minor alterations to the proposed disposal boundary. 

A third report was considered by this Committee at its meeting on 3 November 2009 
confirming agreed abnormal costs and providing recommendations for a revised 
price structure for the site. This was as a result of negotiations with the developer 
due to the change in market circumstances resulting in a devaluation of land values 
and difficulties in funding the proposed development. 

The site was declared surplus to operational requirements by the terms of three 
Committee reports considered at the following Committees: 

a) Community Services Committee held on 28 August 2002. 

b) Community Services Committee held on 17 March 2004. 

c) Housing and Technical Services Committee held on 2 November 2006. 
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DESCRIPTION 

The majority of the site consists of unmaintained scrub-land with poor topography. 
Part of the site was previously used for a garage reserve site which has been 
cleared. The Council’s site is not in productive use with the main body of the site is 
rectangular in nature. The site amounts to 5,959 square metres or thereby and is 
located in a residential area. 

To the north lies open scrub-land which forms part of the proposed Dawn residential 
scheme, with Woodside Avenue to the east, Colzium View is located to the west and 
finally to the south is the Scythe car park and High Barrwood Road. 

PROGRESS TO DATE 

Unfortunately Roberts Developments continued to experience difficulties in terms of 
the economic viability of the scheme and despite all attempts to progress their 
proposals there had been no significant movement. 

Matters came to a head with a request from the Allied Irish Bank, Roberts 
Developments lender, to meet with their representatives to discuss a way forward. 
At the meeting it was confirmed that the Bank has taken control of the land adjoining 
the Council’s site previously held by Roberts Developments. Further it was 
confirmed that the bank would not be able to meet the Council’s expected capital 
receipt figure, as previously reported to Committee, of f 127,000. 

In the current economic environment and due to the substantial site constraints 
associated with the Council’s site, it is not considered that it would be worthwhile 
offering the site to the open market at this time. 

Dawn Homes Limited (Dawn) are presently progressing proposals to develop the 
adjacent Barrwood Quarry site for a development of over 100 units. Following 
negotiations Dawn have confirmed that they are prepared to acquire the Council’s 
surplus asset. 

TERMS 

Following negotiations Dawn has confirmed that they are prepared to pay f 127,000. 

The sale will be subject to Dawn obtaining detailed planning consent for their 
proposed scheme but will specifically not be subject to ground investigations. 

The disposal would be to Dawn Homes Limited or their nominees. 

CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

The proposed disposal is in line with Section 3.3 (i.e. Direct Sales) and Section 4 
(Price Adjustments) of the Land and Property Sales Policy, approved by the Policy & 
Resources (Property) Subcommittee on 3 November 2009 

The proposed disposal does not have an impact on the Council’s operations. 

The disposal would still generate a capital receipt. 

The disposal would ensure the Council’s future expenditure liability in terms of 
maintaining and, possibly, remediation of a difficult site is mitigated. 
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7. RECOMMENDATIONS 

7.1 It is recommended that Committee approve the sale of land located at High 
Barrwood as per the terms outlined above. 

7.2 All other terms and conditions to be adjusted by the Head of Property Services. 

IAN NISBET 
Head of Property Services 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact lan 
Nisbet, Head of Property Services, on 01236 616305. 
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