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Ref: IC/FF 

IN TRODUC TlON 

The purpose of this report is to inform the Subcommittee of the outcome of North 
Lanarkshire Council’s bid for funding for the Universal Home Insulation Scheme 
(U H IS). 

BACKGROUND 

The Scottish Government has developed a new Universal Home Insulation Scheme 
(UHIS) and has made f10 million available for the Scheme in this current financial 
year 201 0/11. All Scottish Local Authorities were invited to submit a bid for a share of 
this funding. Bids for the UHlS were required to be submitted by 27 August 2010. 

The UHlS has been set up to target area based communities for specific insulation 
measures which are to be available free of charge to qualifying householders in that 
area. Projects submitted are required to show non-government funding sources, as 
well as approval from the Office of the Gas and Electricity Markets (OFGEM), and will 
be expected to undertake personal contact with all householders in the selected area. 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL BID 

North Lanarkshire Council’s bid for funding was submitted to the Scottish Government 
on 27 August 2010. It was compiled by Property Services and Housing & Social 
Work Services and, taking consideration of the requirements for the scheme, the 
initial bid was for the areas of Salsburgh and Dykehead in Shotts, a total of 1,307 
dwellings. The bid amounted to just under f880,OOO and this was estimated from 
assumed figures reflecting engagement from the householders in these 2 areas. The 
non-government funding source will be utilised from Carbon Emissions Reduction 
Target (CERT) funding which the Council presently has access to through the 
Lanarkshire Community Energy Partnership (LCEP). This funding originates from 
Scottish Power, the utility partner within LCEP. 

The scheme was oversubscribed and, accordingly, the Scottish Government decided 
to award all bidding Councils a proportion of their original bid rather than selecting 
some Councils to receive all of their funding. North Lanarkshire Council was 
contacted and, in subsequent discussions, it was decided to reduce the bid to 
approximately f380,OOO and to concentrate the scheme in the Salsburgh area of 
Shotts. This reduced the number of targeted households to 564 although Dykehead 
will also be targeted if the assumed engagement from the householders in the 
Salsburgh area is not as high as anticipated. 
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CURRENT POSITION 

The Council was formally notified by the Scottish Government on 11 October that it 
had been successful in its amended bid and f380,OOO was awarded subject to the 
conditions of UHIS. 

The scheme will be launched during November 2010 and will include visits and 
surveys to the targeted homes, leaflet distribution, website publicity and other 
appropriate advertising methods. Works will thereafter be organised to install the 
insulation measures in the homes whose householders engage with the scheme. 

It is estimated that this scheme will save all householders who engage with the 
Council approximately f290 per annum in their fuel bills and approximately 1.32 
tonnes of CO2 per annum from each household. 

RECOMMENDA TlON 

It is recommended that the Subcommittee notes the success of North Lanarkshire 
Council in securing funding for energy saving measures and energy advice in the 

IAN NISBET 
Head of Property Services 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact lan 
Nisbet, Head of Property Services, on 01236 616305. 
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