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INTRODUCTION 

This report concerns the proposed sale of surplus ground adjacent to Sycamore 
Avenue, Viewpark. 

BACKGROUND 

The ground was declared surplus to the requirements of the Community Services 
Committee on 8 January 2003. 

The surplus ground once formed part of the access route to a now demolished 
structure lying immediately to the east. 

Thorniewood Credit Union has expressed a desire to expand and grow their services 
and have identified a need for new accommodation in the Viewpark area. The credit 
union is a not for profit distributing organisation and contributes to the social 
economy by providing various saving and credit facilities. 

DESCRIPTION 

The site is currently scrub-land and is not in productive use. The subject site is 
1,120 square metres or thereby, as shown on the attached plan. 

The site is a rectangular shape with easily identifiable boundaries. To the north is a 
Bowling Club grounds; to the South is a Health Centre and car parking associated 
with the same; to the east is a public park; and to the west is Sycamore Avenue. 

The site is potentially constrained by the existing access. However, until a more 
detailed viability is undertaken, the costs associated with the provision of an 
appropriate access cannot be measured. The site is currently zoned as protected 
open space but under the Finalised Draft Local Plan, it is proposed to be re-zoned 
as protecting residential areas and community facilities. The proposed development 
would fall within the permitted use in the Finalised Draft Local Plan. 
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NEGOTIA TlONS 

The surplus ground is not considered suitable for sale by open tender and, as such, 
the approach by Thorniewood Credit Union presents an opportunity to utilise the 
ground for a positive purpose. 

A head line price of f30,000 has been provisionally agreed subject to obtaining 
Committee authority which has been assessed as best value. As detailed in 3.3 
above, there could be additional direct costs associated with achieving an 
appropriate access to facilitate development. 

CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

The proposed disposal is in line with Section 3.3 (i.e. direct sales) of the Land and 
Property Sales Policy, approved by the Policy & Resources (Property) Subcommittee 
on 3 November 2009. 

The disposal will generate a capital receipt for the Council. 

RECOMMENDA TlONS 

It is recommended that surplus ground adjacent to Sycamore Avenue, Viewpark is 
offered to Thorniewood Credit Union on the sale terms detailed within this report. 

All other terms and conditions to be adjusted by the Head of Property Services. 

IAN NISBET 
Head of Property Services 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact lan 
Nisbet, Head of Property Services, on 01236 616305. 
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