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IN TRODUC TlON 

The purpose of this report is to advise Committee of the final framework which has 
been adopted for the upgrading of the Park and Ride facility located at Sunnyside 
Railway Station, Coatbridge. 

BACKGROUND 

The impacted ground within the Council’s title was declared surplus to requirements 
in two parts by: 

a) The Planning and Environment Committee held on 22 October 2003 (land to the 
front of the existing restaurant and several metres into the Council’s title area to 
the west) ; and 

b) The Planning and Transportation Committee held on 20 December 2010 (the 
remainder of the subject site impacted by the proposals). 

A previous report was considered by this Committee at its meeting on 26 August 
2010 and reference can be made to the same for the detailed background. At that 
time, the Head of Property Services was granted authority to undertake all required 
arrangements as detailed in the previous report to facilitate the construction, 
maintenance and management of the new proposed park and ride facility at 
Sunnyside Railway Station, Coatbridge. It was also minuted that a further report 
would be submitted to a future meeting of the Subcommittee confirming the final 
framework which will be adopted for the project. This report is provided for the 
aforementioned purpose. 

The proposed project provides many benefits some of those which can be directly 
measured include: 

0 The works at Coatbridge Sunnyside Station include an extension of the car 
park into the landscaped area to the south of the station; the creation of a 
bus bay on Sunnyside Road, the installation of a mini-roundabout at the 
Gartsherrie Road/Sunnyside Road junction; and the identification of safe, 
DDA-compliant, pedestrian routes to the station. 
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0 The increased availability of park and ride spaces within the station car park 
will help to relieve the amount of commuter parking that typically takes place 
on the surrounding residential streets, providing relief and environmental 
improvements to the local community. The parking demand, and hence the 
displacement of commuter parking into adjacent residential streets, is 
expected to significantly increase following the opening of the Glasgow- 
Airdrie-Bathgate-Edinburgh rail line. 

0 This project will contribute towards the Council’s environmental agenda, by 
enhancing Park and Ride facilities and thereby promoting and facilitating 
sustainable transport options. 

0 This project will contribute towards some of the aims and objectives within 
the Council’s Local Transport Strategy, which in turn reflects some key aims 
and objectives within both the Regional Transport Strategy and the National 
Transport Strategy. 

0 The scheme will also contribute to North Lanarkshire’s Equality Strategy 
2009-201 2, in particular through improving accessibility to public spaces and 
by improving opportunities for people to access services and participate in 
community life. 

0 Strathclyde Partnership for Transport, Network Rail and First ScotRail fully 
support these proposals, and have been involved with the earlier 
development of the scheme options. The project represents a positive 
outcome for partnership working which allows shared responsibility in terms 
of implementation and sharing immediate and future costs. 

DESCRIPTION 

The proposed new Park and Ride facility is located immediately adjacent to 
Sunnyside Railway Station, Coatbridge. 

To the north is Sunnyside Railway Station with Sunnyside Road to the south. 
Immediately on the eastern boundary is open space and the existing Shimla Cottage 
restaurant. Finally, to the west is Gartsherrie Road. 

PROJECT DELIVERY 

As previously reported to Committee, the initial design proposals included title areas 
contained within the ownership of 3 different landowners. Unfortunately, it was not 
possible to agree final terms with Mr Moshan (the neighbouring private owner) and, 
as such, a decision was made to design around his title interests and simply utilise 
ground controlled by the Council and Network Rail. 

Following detailed discussions with Network Rail and First ScotRail, it was agreed 
that to meet the common goals of the partners, a simple framework could be 
adopted. 

The basic framework: 

a) The project costs will be met by a grant provided by Strathclyde Partnership for 
Transport with any overage being met within the Council’s Roads and 
Transportation present budgets. 
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b) It will be appreciated that this is a partnership project led by the Council and, as 
the funding was granted to the Council, the works will be implemented and 
managed by the same. 

c) On conclusion of the works, apart for repairs associated with the maintenance 
and defects period linked to the works contract, liability for future maintenance, 
repair, rates and all other running costs will rest with Network Rail and Transport 
Scotland’s franchisee First ScotRail. 

d) The Council’s title area contributing to the new park and ride facility will be 
transferred to Network Rail for fl, if asked, and so alleviate the Council of any 
future liability associated with the scheme. Committee should note that it is 
arguable that the Council’s asset could be attributed with greater value. In 
general terms, open space is sometimes given a ‘hope value’ and in this case, as 
the present proposals stand, this could be stated as f4,630. In any event, there 
is a limited market for open space. 

Given the complexity of the land holding at this location, this basic framework meets 
the identified goals of all the partners involved in this project. 

CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

The Council’s land asset contributing towards the scheme has been fully assessed in 
terms of value. Although there are socio-economic benefits associated with the 
scheme and the Council’s land asset is an important element in the delivery of the 
same. The Council’s land asset involved has no alternative direct commercial value 
and given the partnership nature of the project and the wish by the Council to see 
this facility provided, this proposal ensures the delivery of the project. 

The transfer of title forming part of this project has been considered within the 
context of the “Disposal of Land by Local Authorities (Scotland) Regulations 201 0” 
and section 5 of the land disposal policy annexed to the “Asset Management Plan - 
Land and Property Sales Policy Update - November 2010’’ considered by 
Committee on 18 November 2010. As detailed in 4.3 d) above, it is arguable that the 
Council’s asset has a ‘hope value’ and, as such, the transfer of title for f 1, if asked, 
could be seen to be below ‘best price’. However, as fully explained within this report, 
the transfer of the Council’s title and delivery of the project meets other Council 
identified goals. As such, the proposed transfer of title complies with the principles 
of the “Disposal of Land by Local Authorities (Scotland) Regulations 2010”. Also, the 
figure noted in 4.3 d) above is below the threshold value of f10,000 under which the 
regulations do not apply. 

The delivery of the proposed project will aid in the provision of enhanced Park and 
Ride facilities for the benefit of local residents. It is understood that there are no 
proposals to introduce a parking charge at this location as such a strategy is 
governed by the franchise agreement and is the overall responsibility of Transport 
Scotland. Where a charge is introduced at such locations, the cost is generally 
reimbursed against the cost of a rail ticket, thereby substantially reducing any 
income associated with parking. 

The majority of the funding for the project will be provided by Strathclyde Partnership 
for Transport and any additional costs will be met from current budgets managed by 
the Head of Roads & Transportation contained within the Cycling, Walking & Safer 
Streets Capital allocation. 
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5.5 The Head of Roads & Transportation has been consulted with regard to the content 
of this report. 

6. RECOMMENDA TlONS 

6.1 It is recommended that Committee notes the final framework for the implementation 
of the project. 

6.2 All other terms and conditions to be adjusted by the Head of Property Services. 

IAN NISBET 
Head of Property Services 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact lan 
Nisbet, Head of Property Services, on 01236 616305. 
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