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To: POLICY & RESOURCES (PROPERTY) 
SUBCOMMITTEE 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject: 

REPORT 

From: HEAD OF PROPERTY SERVICES 
PROPOSED CEMETERY SITE 
BOTHWELLHAUGH ROAD, 
BELLSHILL 

Ref: IMIW14 ACQUISITION OF MINERAL 1 RIGHTS 
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IN TRO DUCTI0 N 

This report concerns the proposed acquisition of mineral rights over land at 
Bothwellhaugh Road, Bellshill, which incorporates the site of the proposed new 
cemetery at Bothwellhaugh Road, Bellshill. 

BACKGROUND 

The availability of lair space is an issue within the southern part of North 
Lanarkshire. Both Airbles and Bothwellpark cemeteries will cease to be able to 
provide new lairs in the short term. Land Service’s search for a suitable site to 
develop as a cemetery that will meet the needs of the Bellshill and Mothewell 
communities has concluded that the site at Bothwellhaugh Road is the optimum 
location. 

Planning consent was granted for a new cemetery at Bothwellhaugh Road, Bellshill 
in October 201 0. 

A title check for the site highlighted that the site forms part of large parcel of land 
(Land Certificate LAN24565.) There is a burden on the title in which minerals under 
the whole title area are reserved in favour of Orbiston Estates Co. Ltd. and their 
successors. Investigations have shown that Wellspring Scotland are successors to 
Orbiston Estates Co. Ltd. Although it is unlikely that Wellspring Scotland could take 
up their entitlement to work the minerals without having first obtained planning 
permission this is nevertheless a restrictive title condition. 

DESCRIPTION 

The proposed cemetery site extends to 11.75 hectares or thereby and comprises of 
overgrown grassland, mature vegetation and trees. The site is bounded to the north 
by railway line, to the east by Bothwellhaugh Road and open grassland to the west 
and south. 

The whole title area over which the mineral rights are to be acquired extends to 30 
hectares or thereby and is shown highlighted on the attached plan. 
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NEGOTlA TlON 

A figure of f2,000 has been provisionally agreed with Wellspring Scotland for the 
acquisition of the mineral rights. In addition, the Council will pay Wellspring 
Scotland’s reasonably incurred legal fees and costs in relation to this transaction. 

CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

The acquisition of the mineral rights will resolve a title issue for proposed new 
cemetery site at Bothwellhaugh Road, Bellshill. 

Land Services have confirmed that sufficient funds are available from their budget to 
fund the costs noted above to acquire the mineral rights. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is recommended that: 

a) The mineral rights contained in Land Certificate LAN24565 are acquired from 
Wellspring Scotland or their successors subject to the terms detailed in 4. 
above. 

b) All other terms and conditions to be adjusted by the Head of Property Services. 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact lan 
Nisbet, Head of Property Services, on 01236 616305. 
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