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To: POLICY & RESOURCES (PROPERTY) 
SUBCOMMITTEE 

From: HEAD OF PROPERTY SERVICES 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 
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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to advise Members of the supplementary arrangements 
currently in place for the surveying and management of asbestos in Council properties 
and to seek authority to extend these arrangements. 

BACKGROUND 

The small internal team of staff suitably qualified to carry out tasks arising from The 
Control of Asbestos Regulations 2006 has been significantly reduced over the last few 
years due to sustained periods of ill health within the team and there is still only one 
asbestos officer available to undertake these duties. There are no other members of 
staff within the Service suitably qualified to carry out the role. 

To be able to meet the legislative requirements of the Asbestos Regulations, a tender 
exercise to secure a registered asbestos contractor was undertaken and a contract 
awarded to Aspect Contracts in January 2009. The contract was for an initial period 
of 12 months, with the potential to award a 12-month extension at the Council’s 
discretion. 

During the contract period, significant time was invested in demonstrating to Aspect 
Contracts the Council’s system for inputting, collating, storing and presenting 
asbestos information, along with the formats and procedures required by the Council. 
This resulted in a more efficient survey process. 

COST INFORMATION 

The contract used a price per square metre rate to calculate the cost of surveying a 
property. This allowed a simple calculation to ascertain the cost of surveying or 
inspecting each property. 

The contractor has confirmed that, were the contract to be extended, he would hold 
the 2009 rates. Where an hourly rate for the works is less costly to the Council, then 
the hourly rate would apply. 

These rates were obtained through competitive tender and re-affirm that, were the 
Council to extend the contract, it would continue to obtain value for money. 
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CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

The provision of the asbestos inspection work is currently under review and the 
extension of this contract will allow this work to be completed. Should a further 
asbestos contract be required, the current intention would be that this is re-tendered 
in the intervening period. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is recommended that the asbestos contract be extended until the end the financial 
year 201 1/12 to meet the Council’s ongoing obligations. 

IAN NISBET 
Head of Property Services 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact lan 
Nisbet, Head of Property Services, on 01236 616305. 
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