
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL - 12 June 2008 

Motherwell, 12 June 2008 at 4 pm. 

A Meeting of the NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

PRESENT 

Councillor Curley, Provost; Councillor Robertson, Depute Provost; Councillors Adamson, Burrows, Cameron, 
Carrigan, Cefferty, Chadha, Clarke, J. Coyle, Curran, Delaney, Devine, Fagan, Ferrie, Goldie, Griffin, Harmon, 
Higgins, Hogg, Homer, Johnston, Jones, Kelly, Key, Logue, J. Love, S. Love, Lunny, Lyle, McAuley, 
McCulloch, McElroy, McGlinchey, H. McGuigan, McKendrick, McKenna, McKeown, McMillan, McWilliams, 
Maginnis, Martin, Morgan, Murray, Nolan, O’Brien, Pentland, Ross, Shaw, Shields, Smith, Stewart, Stocks, 
Taggart, Alan Valentine, Annette Valentine and Wallace. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Curley (Provost) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Chief Executive; Executive Director of Corporate Services; Executive Director of Environmental Services; 
Executive Director of Finance and Customer Services; Executive Director of Housing and Social Work 
Services; Executive Director of Learning and Leisure Services, and Head of Central Services. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Brooks, M. Coyle, S. Coyle, McCabe, J. McGuigan, F. McKay, L. McKay, McShannon, Shevlin, 
Welsh and Wilson. 

PROVOST’S REMARKS 

(1) DEATH OF FORMER COUNCILLOR JOHN CASSIDY 

The Provost referred to the death of former Councillor John Cassidy in April and advised that Councillor 
Cassidy had been elected to North Lanarkshire Council in May 1999, representing the Sikeside and Carnbroe 
Ward, served on various Committees and Sub-Committees of the Council and, before standing down at the 
elections in May of last year, was for a period Vice-Convener of the Housing and Technical Services 
Committee and Convener of the Coatbridge Area Committee. He had a quiet disposition at meetings 
although he made telling contributions when it mattered and would be fondly remembered by all who knew 
him. The Provost, on behalf of the Council, expressed condolences to his family in their bereavement. 

Thereafter, the Council observed one minute’s silence. 

(2) FORMER COUNCILLOR ANDREW BURNS 

The Provost advised that former Councillor Andrew Burns was seriously ill in hospital and, on behalf of the 
Council, extended best wishes to him for a speedy recovery. 
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DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN TERMS OF THE ETHICAL STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE ETC. 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 2000 

1. Prior to consideration of the business on the agenda, declarations of interest were received from 
Members, details of which are set out below, and the Members concerned took no part in the 
consideration of the matters identified:- 

0 Councillor Fagan in terms of paragraph 3 of the Special Learning and Leisure Services 
Committee minute of 9 April 2008 - Reconfiguration of Community Information and Learning 
Service (Phase 2) due to the nature of his wife’s employment. 

0 Councillor J. Love in terms of paragraphs 21 and 22 of the Learning and Leisure Services 
Committee minute of 6 May 2008 - Community Grant Scheme - Applications by reason of his 
involvement with Airdrie Boys’ Brigade. 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

2. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of North Lanarkshire Council held on 3 April 2008. 

Decided: that the terms of the Minute be approved. 

MINUTES PREVIOUSLY APPROVED BY THE COUNCIL 

3. There were submitted the Minutes of the following meetings which were approved by the Council on 
3 April 2008:- 

Special Regeneration 
Planning and Transportation 

28 March 2008 
1 April 2008 

SUB-COMMITTEE AND AREA COMMITTEE MINUTES FOR INFORMATION 

4. There were submitted for information the Minutes of the meetings of the undernoted Sub-Committees 
and Area Committees held on the dates specified:- 

Social Work (Complaints Review) Sub 
Ad Hoc 

19 February 2008 
18 March 2008 

Approved by the Housing and Social Work Services Committee at their meeting on 7 May 2008. 

Corporate Services (Licensing) Sub 
Adjourned Corporate Services (Licensing) Sub 
Special Corporate Services (Licensing) Sub 
Adjourned Special Corporate Services (Licensing) Sub 
Corporate Services (Licensing) Sub 
Special Corporate Services (Licensing) Sub 
Corporate Services (Licensing) Sub 
Civic Functions Group 

5 March 2008 
5 March 2008 
10 March 2008 
10 March 2008 
26 March 2008 
3 April 2008 
23 April 2008 
24 April 2008 

Approved by the Corporate Services Committee at their meeting on 15 May 2008. 
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*Policy and Resources (Human Resources Appeals) Sub 
Special Policy and Resources (Human Resources) Sub 
Policy and Resources (Human Resources) Sub 
Special Policy and Resources (Human Resources) Sub 
Special Policy and Resources (Property) Sub 
Policy and Resources (Property) Sub 
Policy and Resources (Finance and Customer Services) Sub 

17 March 2008 
9 April 2008 
22 May 2008 
28 May 2008 
8 May 2008 
20 May 2008 
21 May2008 

* This Minute was approved by the Policy and Resources (Human Resources) Sub-Committee at 
their meeting on 22 May 2008. 

Approved by the Policy and Resources Committee at their meeting on 3 June 2008. 

Learning and Leisure (Education Joint Appeals, Maintenance Allowances 
and Bursaries) Sub 2 April 2008 

Approved by the Learning and Leisure Services Committee at their meeting of 6 May 2008. 

Special Motherwell and District Area 
Motherwell and District Area 
Coatbridge Area 
Wishaw and District Area 
Airdrie Area 
North Area 
Bellshill and District Area 

7 April 2008 
30 April 2008 
29 April 2008 
30 April 2008 
30 April 2008 
1 May2008 
1 May2008 

Approved by the Regeneration Committee at their meeting on 21 May 2008. 

COMMITTEE MINUTES FOR APPROVAL 

5. There were submitted the Minutes of the undernoted Committees held on the dates specified:- 

Special Planning and Transportation 
Special Learning and Leisure Services 
Special Planning and Transportation 
Planning and Transportation 
Learning and Leisure Services 
Housing and Social Work Services 
Environmental Services 
Corporate Services 
Regeneration 
Planning and Transportation 
Special Environmental Services 
Policy and Resources 
Planning and Transportation 
Special Learning and Leisure Services 

7 April 2008 
9 April 2008 
16 April 2008 
1 May2008 
6 May 2008 
7 May 2008 
7 May 2008 
15 May 2008 
21 May2008 
22 May 2008 
28 May 2008 
3 June 2008 
10June2008 
11 June2008 

Decided: that the terms of the Minutes be approved except in so far as separately dealt with in 
terms of paragraphs 6 to 15 hereof. 
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SPECIAL LEARNING AND LEISURE SERVICES COMMITTEE - 9 APRIL 2008 

(1) SCHOOLS AND CENTRES 21 PROGRAMME - DRUMPARK ADDITIONAL SPECIAL NEEDS 
PRIMARY SCHOOL, BARGEDDIE AND GREENHILL PRIMARY SCHOOL, COATBRIDGE 

6. Reference was made to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the meeting of the Special Learning and Leisure 
Services Committee held on 9April 2008 when the Committee, having considered a report dated 
4 February 2008 by the Head of Educational Resources advising of the outcome of the consultation 
process and recommending approval of the new build option, had agreed to accept the 
recommendations contained in the report. 

Thereon, Councillor Logue, seconded by Councillor H. McGuigan, moved that in August 2010, or such 
earlier or later date as determined by the implementation of the project, (1) primary education at 
Drumpark ASN School, Bargeddie, be discontinued and a new build replacement ASN primary school 
be provided; (2) a new build replacement school be provided for the existing Greenhill Primary 
School, Coatbridge; (3) all pupils in attendance at the primary stage of Drumpark ASN School on the 
discontinuation date and at the existing Greenhill Primary School attend the replacement school, and 
(4) the sites for the replacement schools shall be on the west side of the existing Coatbridge High 
School, Coatbridge. 

Councillor Stewart, seconded by Councillor Johnston, moved, as an amendment, that consideration 
be continued to enable the parents to be properly consulted. 

Thereon, a sufficient number of the Members present having so required in terms of Standing Order 
No. 32, the vote was taken by calling the roll. 

On the roll being called, the following 17 Members voted for the amendment:- 

Councillors Adamson, Cameron, Delaney, Ferrie, Goldie, Homer, Johnston, Key, Lyle, McGlinchey, 
McMillan, O’Brien, Stewart, Stocks, Taggart, Alan Valentine and Annette Valentine. 

and the following 37 Members voted in favour of the motion:- 

Councillors Burrows, Carrigan, Chadha, Clarke. J. Coyle, Curley, Curran, Devine, Fagan, Griffin, 
Harmon, Higgins, Hogg, Jones, Kelly, Logue, J. Love, S. Love, Lunny, McAuley, McCulloch, McElroy, 
H. McGuigan, McKendrick, McKenna, McKeown, Maginnis, Martin, Morgan, Nolan, Pentland, 
Robertson, Ross, Shaw, Shields, Smith and Wallace. 

17 Members having voted for the amendment and 37 Members having voted for the motion, the 
motion was accordingly declared carried. 

Decided: that in August 2010, or such earlier or later date as determined by the implementation 
of the project, 

(1) primary education at Drumpark ASN School, Bargeddie, be discontinued and a 
new build replacement ASN primary school be provided; 

(2) a new build replacement school be provided for the existing Greenhill Primary 
School, Coatbridge; 

(3) all pupils in attendance at the primary stage of Drumpark ASN School on the 
discontinuation date and at the existing Greenhill Primary School attend the 
replacement school, and 

(4) the sites for the replacement schools shall be on the west side of the existing 
Coatbridge High School, Coatbridge. 
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Councillor Fagan, having declared a pecuniary interest in the following item due to the nature of his 
wife’s employment, took no part in its determination. 

(2) RECONFIGURATION OF COMMUNITY INFORMATION AND LEARNING SERVICE (PHASE 2) 

Reference was made to paragraph 3 of the Minute of the meeting of the Special Learning and Leisure 
Services Committee held on 9 April 2008 when the Committee, having considered a report (docketed 
as relative to the meeting of that Committee) dated 27 March 2008 by the Head of Community 
Information and Learning setting out proposals for the second phase of the reconfiguration of the 
Community Information and Learning Division of Learning and Leisure Services, had agreed (1) that 
the Committee, for its interest, approve the recommendations for the second phase of the 
reconfiguration of the Community Information Division of Learning and Leisure Services, as detailed in 
Appendix 2 to the report, subject (a) to six posts of Team Leader at salary grade NLC13 being deleted 
from the proposed establishment of Learning and Leisure Services; (b) to a further five posts of 
Localities Manager, at salary grade NLC14 being created, and (c) to the proposed post of Children 
and Young People’s Librarian being graded at NLCIO rather than NLCS; (2) that the report be 
remitted to the Policy and Resources (Human Resources) Sub-Committee for consideration, and (3) 
that it be noted that in terms of paragraph 57(E) of the Council’s Standing Orders, the powers 
delegated to the Committee would not be exercised, and the matter would be referred for 
determination to the Council. 

Thereon, Councillor Logue, seconded by Councillor H. McGuigan moved that the Council approve the 
recommendations for the second phase of the reconfiguration of the Community Information Division 
of Learning and Leisure Services, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, subject (1) to six posts of 
Team Leader at salary grade NLC13 being deleted from the proposed establishment of Learning and 
Leisure Services; (2) to a further five posts of Localities Manager, at salary grade NLC14 being 
created, and (3) to the proposed post of Children and Young People’s Librarian being graded at 
NLCIO rather than NLCS. 

Councillor Lyle, seconded by Councillor Adamson, moved, as an amendment, that consideration be 
continued pending the submission of a further comprehensive report on all aspects of the proposed 
restructure to a future meeting of the Committee . 

On a vote being taken, 17 Members voted for the amendment and 38 Members voted for the motion, 
which was accordingly declared carried. 

Decided: that the Council approve the recommendations for the second phase of the 
reconfiguration of the Community Information Division of Learning and Leisure 
Services, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, subject (1) to six posts of Team 
Leader at salary grade NLC13 being deleted from the proposed establishment of 
Learning and Leisure Services; (2) to a further five posts of Localities Manager, at 
salary grade NLC14 being created, and (3) to the proposed post of Children and Young 
People’s Librarian being graded at NLCIO rather than NLC9. 

LEARNING AND LEISURE SERVICES COMMllTEE - 6 MAY 2008 - APOLOGY 

8. Councillor McWilliams asked that his apology for absence from the meeting be recorded. 

Decided: that Councillor McWilliams’ apology for absence from the meeting be recorded. 
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HOUSING AND SOCIAL WORK SERVICES COMMITTEE - 7 MAY 2008 

(1) FUTURE SERVICE PROPOSALS FOR OLDER PEOPLE 

9. Reference was made to paragraph 29 of the Minute of the meeting of the Housing and Social Work 
Services Committee held on 7 May 2008 when the Committee, having considered a report (docketed 
as relative to meeting of that Committee) dated 24 April 2008 by the Executive Director of Housing 
and Social Work Services regarding proposals for services for older people, including the future of 
local authority residential care homes, had agreed, inter alia, that a Member/Officer Working Group, 
including representatives of older people’s organisations be established, to oversee implementation of 
the finalised strategy, “Living Well in North Lanarkshire”. 

Thereon, it was proposed that Councillor Kelly be Convener, and Councillors Adamson, Burrows, 
Harmon, Lunny, McKendrick and Stewart be members of the Member/Officer Group. 

Decided: that Councillor Kelly be Convener, and Councillors Adamson, Burrows, Harmon, 
Lunny, McKendrick and Stewart be members of the MemberIOfficer Group. 

(2) REVIEW OF MONKLANDS RECYCLE FURNITURE INITIATIVE 

10. Reference have been made to paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of the Housing and Social 
Work Services Committee held on 7 May 2008 when the Committee, having considered a report 
dated 3 March 2008 by the Head of Social Work Development regarding the outcome of a review of 
the Monklands Recycle Furniture Initiative, had agreed (1) that the closure of the Recycle Project and 
deletion of associated posts be approved, and (2) that it be noted that in terms of paragraph 57(E) of 
the Council’s Standing Orders, the powers delegated to the Committee would not be exercised and 
the foregoing decision would be submitted, as recommendations, to the Council. 

Councillor McCulloch, seconded by Councillor Kelly, moved that the closure of the Recycle Project 
and deletion of associated posts be approved. 

Councillor Stocks, seconded by Councillor Lyle, moved, as an amendment, continuation of the report. 

Thereon, a sufficient number of the members present having so required in terms of Standing Order 
No. 32, the vote was taken by calling the roll. 

On the roll being called, the following 22 Members voted for the amendment:- 

Councillors Adamson, Cameron, Delaney, Devine, Ferrie, Goldie, Homer, Johnston, Key, J. Love, 
Lyle, McGlinchey, McKendrick, McMillan, McWilliams, Murray, O’Brien, Stewart, Stocks, Taggart, Alan 
Valentine and Annette Valentine. 

and the following 34 Members voted in favour of the motion:- 

Councillors Burrows, Carrigan, Chadha, Clarke, J. Coyle, Curley, Curran, Fagan, Griffin, Harmon, 
Higgins, Hogg, Jones, Kelly, Logue, S .  Love, Lunny, McAuley, McCulloch, McElroy, H. McGuigan, 
McKenna, McKeown, Maginnis, Martin, Morgan, Nolan, Pentland, Robertson, Ross, Shaw, Shields, 
Smith and Wallace. 

22 Members having voted for the amendment and 34 Members having voted for the motion, the 
motion was accordingly declared carried. 

Decided: that the closure of the Recycle Project and deletion of associated posts be approved. 
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(3) HOUSING SERVICES STRUCTURE REVIEW 

11. Reference was made to paragraph 24 of the Minute of the meeting of the Housing and Social Work 
Services Committee held on 7 May 2008 when the Committee, having considered a report (docketed 
as relative to the meeting of that Committee) dated 23April 2008 by the Head of Housing Services 
seeking approval for the first phase of the Housing Services Staffing Structure Review, had agreed (1) 
that phase 1 of the Housing Services Restructuring Proposals, as detailed within the report, be 
approved; (2) that the matching and competitive restricted interview process, as detailed within the 
report, be approved; (3) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources (Human Resources) 
Sub-Committee for consideration; (4) that otherwise the terms of the report be noted, and (5) that it be 
noted that in terms of paragraph 57(E) of the Council’s Standing Orders, the powers delegated to the 
Committee would not be exercised and the foregoing decisions would be submitted, as 
recommendations, to the Council. 

Councillor McCulloch, seconded by Councillor Kelly, moved (1) that phase 1 of the Housing Services 
Restructuring Proposals, as detailed within the report, be approved; (2) that the matching and 
competitive restricted interview process, as detailed within the report, be approved, and (3) that 
otherwise the terms of the report be noted. 

Councillor Lyle, seconded by Councillor Taggart, moved, as an amendment, that the report be 
continued for fuller consideration of the detailed proposals, particularly with regard to the functions 
carried out by the Anti-Social Task Force. 

On a vote being taken, 19 Members voted for the amendment and 37 Members voted for the motion, 
which was accordingly declared carried. 

Decided: 

(1) that phase 1 of the Housing Services Restructuring Proposals, as detailed within the report, 
be approved; 

(2) that the matching and competitive restricted interview process, as detailed within the report, 
be approved, and 

(3) that otherwise the terms of the report be noted. 

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMMITTEE - 7 MAY 2008 

(1) BEST VALUE REVIEW - JANITORIAL AND CARETAKING 

12. Reference having been made to paragraph 5 of the Minute of the meeting of the Environmental 
Services Committee held on 7 May 2008 when the Committee, having considered a report (docketed 
as relative to the meeting of that Committee) dated 7 May 2008 by the Head of Land Services 
advising that a Best Value Review had been carried out in respect of the Janitorial and Caretaking 
Section of the Facilities Support Services Division, had agreed (1) that the Executive Director of 
Environmental Services and appropriate officers be authorised to consult with trade unions and 
Learning and Leisure Services on the proposals for a revised model for janitorial service delivery; (2) 
that the development of a new janitorial service level agreement with Learning and Leisure Services 
based on the outcome of the Best Value Review be approved; (3) that the Best Value Service review 
improvement action plan be approved, and (4) that it be noted that in terms of paragraph 57(E) of the 
Council’s Standing Orders, the powers delegated to the Committee would be not exercised, and the 
matter would be referred for determination to the Council. 

Councillor McKenna, seconded by Councillor J. Coyle, moved (1) that the Executive Director of 
Environmental Services and appropriate officers be authorised to consult with trade unions and 
Learning and Leisure Services on the proposals for a revised Model for janitorial service delivery; (2) 
that the development of a new janitorial service level agreement with Learning and Leisure Services 
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based on the outcome of the Best Value Review be approved, and (3) that the Best Value Service 
review improvement action plan be approved. 

Councillor O’Brien, seconded by Councillor Lyle, moved, as an amendment, that this Council do not 
approve the recommendations contained within this report and resolve to ensure that the Janitorial 
and Caretaking Service continue to receive overtime as previously enjoyed. 

Thereon, a sufficient number of the Members present having so required in terms of Standing Order 
No. 32, the vote was taken by calling the roll. 

On the roll being called, the following 17 Members voted for the amendment:- 

Councillors Adamson, Cameron, Delaney, Ferrie, Goldie, Homer, Johnston, Key, Lyle, McGlinchey, 
McMillan, O’Brien, Stewart, Stocks, Taggart, Alan Valentine and Annette Valentine. 

and the following 39 Members voted in favour of the motion:- 

Councillors Burrows, Carrigan, Cefferty, Chadha, Clarke, J. Coyle, Curley, Curran, Devine, Fagan, 
Griffin, Harmon, Higgins, Hogg, Jones, Kelly, Logue, J. Love, S. Love, Lunny, McAuley, McCulloch, 
McElroy, H. McGuigan, McKendrick, McKenna, McKeown, McWilliams, Maginnis, Martin, Morgan, 
Nolan, Pentland, Robertson, Ross, Shaw, Shields, Smith and Wallace. 

17 Members having voted for the amendment and 39 Members having voted for the motion, the 
motion was accordingly declared carried. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Executive Director of Environmental Services and appropriate officers be authorised 
to consult with trade unions and Learning and Leisure Services on the proposals for a revised 
Model for janitorial service delivery; 

(2) that the development of a new janitorial service level agreement with Learning and Leisure 
Services based on the outcome of the Best Value Review be approved, and 

(3) that the Best Value Service review improvement action plan be approved. 

(2) DIET AND NUTRITION POLICY 

13. Reference having been made to paragraph 22 of the Minute of the meeting of the Environmental 
Services Committee held on 7 May 2008 when the Committee, having considered a report (docketed 
as relative to the meeting of that Committee) dated 7 May 2008 by the Head of Facility Support 
Services regarding a revised version of the Council’s Diet and Nutrition Policy 2008/2012, had agreed 
(1) that the Diet and Nutrition Policy be updated and revised in terms of the report, to ensure the 
provision of healthier food and drink within all Council and Council funded premises, and (2) that the 
contents of the report be otherwise noted. 

Councillor McKenna, seconded by Councillor Hogg moved (1) that the Diet and Nutrition Policy be 
updated and revised in terms of the report, to ensure the provision of healthier food and drink within 
all Council and Council funded premises, and (2) that the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 

Councillor Key, seconded by Councillor O’Brien, moved, as an amendment, (1) that it be agreed that 
the Diet and Nutrition Policy be updated and revised in terms of the report and to ensure the provision 
of healthy food and drink within all Council and Council funded premises that will, as a rule, be locally 
sourced, from ethically sound companies and maintain North Lanarkshire’s commitment to Fair Trade, 
and (2) that the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 
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On a vote being taken, 18 Members voted for the amendment and 36 Members voted for the motion, 
which was accordingly declared carried. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Diet and Nutrition Policy be updated and revised in terms of the report, to ensure the 
provision of healthier food and drink within all Council and Council funded premises, and 

(2) that the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 

REGENERATION COMMITTEE - 21 MAY 2008 

(1) FUSION ASSETS 

14. Reference was made to paragraph 20 of the Minute of the meeting of the Regeneration Committee 
held on 21 May 2008, when, inter alia, it was proposed that the Board of Fusion Assets be 
reconstituted from nine to eight directorships comprising of five from the Council and three co-opted 
from the private sector which would require a change to be made in the Memorandum and Articles of 
Association. 

Thereon, Councillor Curran moved that Councillor M. Coyle be appointed as the additional Member 
on Fusion Assets. 

Decided: that subject to the Company Memorandum and Articles of Association and Members’ 
Agreement being amended, Councillor M. Coyle be appointed as the additional 
Member on Fusion Assets. 

(2) TRANSFER OF BUSINESS GATEWAY SERVICE TO NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

15. Reference having been made (1) to paragraph 23 of the Minute of the meeting of the Regeneration 
Committee held on 12 March 2008, when, inter alia the Committee agreed that two elected Members 
be nominated to represent the Council on the Lanarkshire Business Gateway Steering Group, and (2) 
to paragraph 24 of the Minute of the meeting of the Regeneration Committee held on 21 May 2008, 
when the Committee considered a report (docketed as relative to the meeting of that Committee) by 
the Head of Regeneration Services regarding the progress of the transfer of the Business Gateway 
Service Contract from Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire to the Council. 

Thereon, Councillor Curran moved that Councillors Maginnis and Ross be appointed to represent the 
Council on the Lanarkshire Business Gateway Steering Group. 

Decided: that Councillors Maginnis and Ross be appointed to represent the Council on the 
Lanarkshire Business Gateway Steering Group. 

POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE - 3 JUNE 2008 - A FAIRER LOCAL TAX FOR 
SCOTLAND - CONSULTATION 

16. Reference was made to paragraph 18 of the Minute of the meeting of the Policy and Resources 
Committee held on 3 June 2008 when the Committee, having considered a report (docketed as 
relative to the meeting of that Committee) dated 22 May 2008 by the Executive Director of Finance 
and Customer Services seeking approval of a proposed response to the consultation by the Scottish 
Government entitled “A Fairer Local Tax for Scotland”, had agreed (1) that the terms of the report be 
approved; (2) that the draft response to the consultation, as detailed in Appendix 1 to the report, be 
approved for submission, together with the report, as the Council’s response to the consultation, and 
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(3) that it be noted that, in terms of paragraph 57(E) of the Council’s Standing Orders, the powers 
delegated to the Committee will not be exercised and the matter will be referred for determination to 
the Council. 

Councillor Smith, seconded by Councillor Robertson, moved (1) that the terms of the report be 
approved, and (2) that the draft response to the consultation, as detailed in Appendix 1 to the report, 
be approved for submission, together with the report, as the Council’s response to the consultation. 

Councillor Johnston, seconded by Councillor Taggart, moved, as an amendment that North 
Lanarkshire Council supports Local Income Tax as the fairest local tax for Scotland for the reasons 
detailed in the paper tabled and docketed as relative to the Minute of this meeting. 

On a vote being taken, 16 Members voted for the amendment, and 35 Members voted for the motion, 
which was accordingly declared carried. 

Decided: 

(1) that the terms of the report be approved, and 

(2) that the draft response to the consultation, as detailed in Appendix 1 to the report, be 
approved for submission, together with the report, as the Council’s response to the 
consultation. 

NOTICE OF MOTION BY COUNCILLOR GOLDIE AND COUNCILLOR ANNETTE VALENTINE 

17. There was submitted the following motion in the names of Councillor Goldie and Councillor Annette 
Valentine, Notice of which appeared on the agenda, viz:- 

“The popularity of the free swim access to North Lanarkshire pupils during the school holidays and the 
3 month Access NL membership to our school leavers has been recognised over the past years. 
These concessions contribute to the health and well-being of our youth. 

To promote similar health benefits in our senior citizens, we call upon this Council to carry out a study 
into current swimming pool usage to identify suitable underused times and sites which could be used 
to facilitate a pilot scheme of free swims for this age group.” 

Councillor Goldie, seconded by Councillor Annette Valentine, then moved the terms of the motion. 

Councillor Logue, seconded by Councillor H. McGuigan, moved, as an amendment, that “The Council 
notes that a Sports Strategy and Action Plan is currently being prepared for submission to a future 
Learning and Leisure Services Committee. This report will address the needs of all groups within 
communities in North Lanarkshire. Undoubtedly, this will have financial implications and the Council 
calls on the Scottish Parliament to recognise the critical importance of physical activity and to provide 
additional funding to implement the agreed proposals”. 

Thereon, a sufficient number of the Members present having so required in terms of Standing Order 
No. 32, the vote was taken by calling the roll. 

On the roll being called, the following 33 Members voted for the amendment:- 

Councillors Burrows, Carrigan, Chadha, Clarke, J. Coyle, Curley, Curran, Fagan, Griffin, Harmon, 
Higgins, Hogg, Jones, Kelly, Logue, J. Love, S. Love, Lunny, McCulloch, McElroy, H. McGuigan, 
McKendrick, McKenna, McKeown, Maginnis, Martin, Morgan, Pentland, Robertson, Ross, Shields, 
Smith and Wallace. 
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and the following 16 Members voted in favour of the motion:- 

Councillors Adamson, Cameron, Delaney, Ferrie, Goldie, Homer, Johnston, Lyle, McGlinchey, 
McWilliams, O’Brien, Stewart, Stocks, Taggart, Alan Valentine and Annette Valentine. 

33 Members having voted for the amendment and 16 Members having voted for the motion, the 
amendment was accordingly declared carried. 

Decided: that the Council notes that a Sports Strategy and Action Plan is currently being 
prepared for submission to a future Learning and Leisure Services Committee. This 
report will address the needs of all groups within communities in North Lanarkshire. 
Undoubtedly, this will have financial implications and the Council calls on the Scottish 
Parliament to recognise the critical importance of physical activity and to provide 
additional funding to implement the agreed proposals. 

NOTICE OF MOTION BY COUNCILLOR MURRAY AND COUNCILLOR MCWILLIAMS 

18. There was submitted the following motion in the names of Councillor Murray and Councillor 
McWilliams, Notice of which appeared on the agenda, viz:- 

“NLC as Scotland’s largest local authority landlord in its role as strategic housing authority for North 
Lanarkshire, “is making good progress” according to Audit Scotland’s report on Best Value and 
Community Planning. NLC is also scheduled, “to exceed the Scottish housing quality standards by 
2015”. 

With the ending of “Communities Scotland’s” role as main Government housing financial provider to 
all “Social Rented Landlords” other than to the local authorities, this role now falls on the Concordat 
between local authorities and the Scottish Government. 

A previous Government refused to accept NLC’s reasonable bid for the older former CDC housing in 
Cumbernauld in 1996. These houses had many existing problems and defects. It was certain that 
these problems would continue to worsen if the then necessary regeneration was not undertaken. 

The then Government‘s chosen housing agencies Scottish Homes and Communities Scotland did not 
seriously tackle this problem over a 12 year period. 

It is now the duty of the Concordat between the Scottish Government and North Lanarkshire Council 
to resolve this problem. The Scottish Government must provide the essential funds and North 
Lanarkshire Council must provide effective administrative and technical skill to resolve this problem by 
2015. 

Fifty per cent shared ownership paid for by the Government but preferably managed by the local 
authority is possibly the best solution. 

If the Concordat fails to act on this project and they choose to ignore and watch it get worse after 12 
years, they will both be condemned. 

NLC does not wish hundreds of additional homeless families to be generated in an area where the 
waiting list is and has been for years the worst in North Lanarkshire. It therefore resolves to bring its 
maximum pressure on the Scottish Government for a satisfactory solution to this acute problem.” 

Councillor Murray, seconded by Councillor McWilliams, then moved the terms of the motion 

Councillor Lyle, seconded by Councillor Taggart, moved, as an amendment, that 
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“this Council enters into discussions with the Scottish Government to determine a solution to the 
current problems facing former CDC houses in Cumbernauld caused by the non-action of the 
previous Scottish Executive.” 

Councillor McCulloch, seconded by Councillor Kelly, moved as a further amendment that 

“the Council confirms its commitment to work with the Cumbernauld Housing Partnership, Sanctuary 
Scotland Housing Association, the Scottish Government and other stakeholders to identify the most 
viable and cost effective approach to the stock condition problems within the former Cumbernauld 
Development Corporation stock in Cumbernauld and in particular the multi-storey flats and will 
approach the Scottish Government to try to secure the necessary investment in recognition of the 
scale of the challenge and the special circumstances which the level of private ownership presents.” 

On a vote being taken in the first instance between the motion and the amendment first moved, 
3 Members voted for the motion and 12 Members voted for the amendment. 

On a further vote being taken between the amendment first moved and the amendment second 
moved, 12 Members voted for the amendment first moved and 29 Members voted for the amendment 
second moved, which was accordingly declared carried. 

Decided: that the Council confirms its commitment to work with the Cumbernauld Housing 
Partnership, Sanctuary Scotland Housing Association, the Scottish Government and 
other stakeholders to identify the most viable and cost effective approach to the stock 
condition problems within the former Cumbernauld Development Corporation stock in 
Cumbernauld and in particular the multi-storey flats and will approach the Scottish 
Government to try to secure the necessary investment in recognition of the scale of the 
challenge and the special circumstances which the level of private ownership presents. 

NOTICE OF MOTION BY COUNCILLOR MURRAY AND COUNCILLOR MCWILLIAMS 

19. There was submitted the following motion in the names of Councillor Murray and Councillor 
McWilliams, Notice of which appeared on the agenda, v iz -  

“This Council is deeply concerned by our communities desperate need for: 

(1) More widespread comprehensive regeneration. 

(2) More available and affordable housing to rent for single persons, families, retired people and 
the disabled. 

(3) More speedy regeneration of our many primary and secondary schools which have not 
benefited from the very expensive PPP schemes which have provided a number of excellent 
educational, recreational and social facilities at a number of specific locations. 

(4) Greater provision of better training facilities for all our school leavers to ensure that they are 
able to fully participate in a developing economy as for example tradesmen and women, 
skilled computer operators, graduates and other trade specialists who can usefully contribute 
and enjoy the benefit of a society which will enable them to lead a useful life well into their 
70’s or 80’s. 

These needs can only be achieved by a local authority which is working in a Concordat with the 
Government which has opposed increases in Council Tax, if that Government has adequate funds to 
meet the Council’s essential requirements. 

These funds should be available. 
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According to the Westminster Government’s published statistics on the current budget, north sea oil 
returns were based on an estimated price of a barrel of north sea oil averaging $83.3 per barrel. An 
increase of $16 a barrel on the pre-budget estimates. 

The current price of north sea oil is over $126 per barrel. When north sea oil in 2005106 was based 
on an estimated price of $40.6 a barrel the return to the Government was f9,700,000,000. 

This Government’s return is certain in the current year to be dramatically increased above that figure. 

It is therefore important that North Lanarkshire Council proposes that COSLA in conjunction with the 
Scottish Government approaches the Treasury for sufficient funds to lead to a rapidly accelerated 
regeneration programme to meet the desperate needs listed above. 

We move that this Council should take this action to lead all Scotland into a more meaningful and 
effective regeneration.” 

Councillor Murray, seconded by Councillor McWilliams, then moved the terms of the motion. 

Councillor Maginnis, seconded by Councillor Curran, moved as an amendment that 

“the Council is conscious of recent successes in the regeneration of North Lanarkshire with regard to 
training and employment, the support of new businesses, housing investment, investment in new 
schools and vocational training for 53 and S4 pupils and will continue to work with the Scottish 
Government to drive forward the physical, environmental, economic and social regeneration priorities 
identified in the Corporate and Community Plans.” 

Councillor Homer, seconded by Councillor Johnston, moved as a further amendment that 

“this Council is concerned at the level of deprivation within our communities. 

With recent comments by Professor McCrone in favour of an oil fund as the best way to direct money 
to those communities in the most need of regeneration, this Council supports the First Minister’s move 
to set up a Commission to investigate the feasibility of an oil fund for Scotland and calls upon the 
Convention of Scottish Local Authorities to support the establishment of the fund.” 

On a vote being taken in the first instance between the motion and the amendment first moved, 
2 Members voted for the motion and 28 Members voted for the amendment first moved. 

On a further vote being taken between the amendment first moved and the amendment second 
moved, 11 Members voted for the amendment second moved and 30 Members voted for the 
amendment first moved, which was accordingly declared carried. 

Decided: that the Council is conscious of recent successes in the regeneration of North 
Lanarkshire with regard to training and employment, the support of new businesses, 
housing investment, investment in new schools and vocational training for S3 and S4 
pupils and will continue to work with the Scottish Government to drive forward the 
physical, environmental, economic and social regeneration priorities identified in the 
Corporate and Community Plans. 

AUDIT OF BEST VALUE AND COMMUNITY PLANNING - CONSIDERATION OF ACCOUNTS 
COMMISSION’S FINDINGS 

20. With reference to paragraph 13 of the Minute of the meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee 
held on 29 January 2008 when it was noted that the onsite phase of the process of the Audit of Best 
Value and Community Planning was concluded, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 
2 June 2008 by the Chief Executive (1) advising that the Controller of Audit’s final report, together with 
the Accounts Commission’s findings, had been published on 28 May 2008; (2) outlining the Accounts 

649 



NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL - 12 June 2008 

Commission’s findings which were extremely positive and which now required to be considered; (3) 
providing a summary improvement agenda to respond to areas identified by the Commission and the 
Controller of Audit, as detailed in Appendix 1 to the report, which also provided an indication of the 
current status of each improvement action and a final implementation date or the date at which the 
effectiveness of the improvement action would be assessed; (4) indicating that a more detailed Action 
Plan would be prepared in association with the North Lanarkshire Partnership Board which would 
form the basis of discussions between the Council, the Accounts Commission and Audit Scotland; (5) 
proposing that, as the Council’s External Auditors would be responsible for reviewing the 
implementation of the improvement agenda over the next three years, the Audit and Governance 
Panel be given responsibility for the monitoring of the Council’s progress in implementing the 
Improvement Agenda; (6) confirming that, in accordance with statutory requirements, an advert had 
been placed in the local press advising that the Accounts Commission’s findings were being 
considered at this meeting, and (7) intimating that a further notice would require to be published in the 
local press advising the public of the conclusions reached by the Council following approval of the 
notice by the Accounts Commission. 

Decided: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

that the Accounts Commission’s findings and Controller of Audit’s report on North Lanarkshire 
Council’s Audit of Best Value and Community Planning be welcomed; 

that the findings arising from the Audit, including the Improvement Agenda, be agreed; 

that the content of the report and outline of the Council’s proposed approach to the 
Improvement Agenda, as described in Section 4 and summarised in Appendix 1 to the report, 
be approved; 

(4) that the Chief Executive be requested to implement the Action Plan to address fully each of 
the constituent points referred to and underpinning the Improvement Agenda, and 

(5) that responsibility for monitoring the implementation of the Improvement Agenda be remitted 
to the Audit and Governance Panel. 

RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR WALLACE AS VICE-CONVENER OF PLANNING AND 
TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

21. It was reported that Councillor Wallace had intimated his resignation as Vice-Convener of the 
Planning and Transportation Committee. 

Decided: that Councillor Griffin be appointed as Vice-Convener of the Planning and 
Transportation Committee. 

OUTSIDE BODIES - RESIGNATIONS 

22. It was reported that the following resignations had been received in respect of outside bodies:- 

Councillor Harmon from Wishaw Housing Association and 
Provost Curley from Fusion Assets. 

Decided: that the following appointments be made to the undernoted outside bodies:- 

OrganisationlBody Representative/Member(s) 

Wishaw Housing Association Councillor F. McKay 

Fusion Assets Councillor Pentland 
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QUESTIONS RECEIVED IN TERMS OF STANDING ORDER NO. 44 

23. It was reported that in terms of Standing Order No. 44, written questions have been submitted by the 
undernoted Members. 

The questions and answers thereto are detailed below:- 

(1) Question by Councillor Murray 

As a result of the magnificent work undertaken by the Friends of Cumbernauld Community 
(Town) Park, North Lanarkshire Council have at last officially accepted that the Craighalbert 
Quarry part of this Park was completed by Cumbernauld Development Corporation and 
officially adopted by Cumbernauld and Kilsyth District Council well before Cumbernauld 
Development Corporation was wound up in 1996. 

Will North Lanarkshire Council:- 

(a) 

(b) 

ensure that this part of the Park is now properly maintained? 

have the stones removed that block car access from the Eastfield Cemetery Road? 

(c) have proper signposting erected and have a small car parking area designated 
opposite the main entrance? 

Answered by Councillor McKenna, Convener of Environmental Services Committee 

(a) Following consultation and discussion with the Friends of Cumbernauld Community 
Park it was agreed that additional ground maintenance work would be carried out at 
Craighalbert Quarry and a general tidy up has taken place and yes this area will now 
be maintained. In addition improvements are planned for the footpath network. 
f250,000 has been secured from external funding for this work and Environmental 
Services has continued to support this initiative. 

(b) Stones are in place to stop unofficial vehicle access to Craighalbert Quarry, in the 
past this area was subject to joy riders and illegal dumping. The stones are moved to 
allow access for maintenance and events. 

(c) This will be considered along with all the other requests for service and 
enhancements. 

(2) Question by Councillor Murray 

What is the official status of the Friends of Cumbernauld Community (Town) Park? 

They seem to be landed with the major responsibility of developing this magnificent park site 
with the minimum of technical, clerical or organisational facilities, compounded with a lack of 
status. This prevents them from applying for major grants from certain national organisations 
who will not make grants available unless the organisation applying has security of tenure and 
adequate status. 

Can their official status now be clarified? 

Answered by Councillor McKenna, Convener of Environmental Services Committee 

Cumbernauld House Town Park is officially recognised by North Lanarkshire Council as the 
Town Park for Cumbernauld. The Cumbernauld Community Park lies north of the A80 and 
covers a large geographical area. As you heard in response to question one the Friends of 
Cumbernauld Community Park do receive support and resources from the Council. For 
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example the grants referred to and the service support. In addition the Chief Executive’s 
Office has assisted in producing grant applications for the group for additional funding to 
develop the park. 

Question by Councillor McWilliams 

In Glenboig Main Street and the surrounding vicinity, there are problems associated with 
vehicle parking. When are funds to be made available for off-street car parking in the centre 
of Glenboig Village? 

Answered by Councillor J. Coyle, Convener of Planning and Transportation Committee 

My staff have already advised the Member that there are limited funds and this will not be a 
Council priority because there is currently parking on the Main Street. We do recognise the 
current pressure as a result of current construction work. 

Question by Councillor McElroy 

How have services for older people in North Lanarkshire improved during the lifetime of the 
Council? 

Answered by Councillor McCulloch, Convener of Housing and Social Work Services 
Committee 

Services have been transformed for older people in North Lanarkshire during the lifetime of 
the Council. 

0 The Council has one of the best balances of care in Scotland. Over 40% of older people 
with intensive care needs are being supported at home in accordance with their wishes. 

0 Support at home has increased by more than 300% and investment is now over f27m per 
annum. The number of hours of home care provided for older people is substantially 
higher than the Scottish average. Over 60% of older people now receive home care at 
evenings and weekends. There are no waiting lists for free personal care. The recent 
Audit Scotland report into the implementation of free personal care showed that North 
Lanarkshire was one of only 5 local authorities in Scotland to spend above their Grant 
Aided Expenditure allocation for older people. 

0 The first integrated day service for older people in the UK was opened in Coatbridge in 
2005. This model has been positively evaluated by the national Joint Improvement Team 
and is being rolled out to all localities. 

0 For those with needs that require to be met in a residential or nursing home setting, the 
number of care home places provided or purchased has risen from 1,110 to almost 1,500 
per annum (a rise of 26%). No older person in North Lanarkshire is awaiting placement in 
a care home for financial reasons, none are delayed in a hospital bed. The Council 
recently agreed an investment plan to upgrade 4 of its own homes to ensuite, single room 
standards. 

0 There is now a spectrum of support for older people in all localities including access to 
equipment and adaptations, community alarms and other forms of assistive technology, 
respite care, Care and Repair and Handyperson schemes. Alzheimers Scotland now 
provide a service across the whole of North Lanarkshire for people with dementia. Very 
Sheltered Housing has been built in 4 townships with 2 more commissioned. 

A record of improvement that we should all be proud of. 
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(5) Question by Councillor McWilliams 

When will sufficient pressure be put on the Redrow Developer to incorporate traffic lights at 
the railway bridge in Glenboig? 

Answered by Councillor J. Coyle, Convener of Planning and Transportation Committee 

The Developer was contacted on 16 April 2008 informing them that their design for the traffic 
signals was unsatisfactory and that they (Redrow) should reconsider the Design. 

To date no response has been received. A further contact has been made on 12 June 2008 
to pursue this issue. 

There is a balance between the set up and use of temporary access by the developer and the 
operation of the new signals. Pressure will be maintained on Redrow. 

(6) Question by Councillor Harmon in the absence of Councillor Shevlin 

The Council recently responded to the Scottish Government‘s consultation paper on the 
Scottish Futures Trust. The consultation paper has been widely criticised from organisations 
as varied as the CBI and Trade Unions. Also the Minister, John Swinney acknowledged that 
his proposal will not lead to the end of PFI contracts. Can the Convener of Finance and 
Customer Services confirm my understanding that the Scottish Futures Trust does not 
provide any additional government funding to enable the Council to increase investment in 
key infrastructure projects such as schools and roads both vital to future economic growth? 

Answered by Councillor Pentland, Convener of Policy and Resources (Finance and 
Customer Services) Sub-Committee 

This Council has always placed particular priority on investing in our key infrastructure 
projects especially our schools investment programme and has used all resources available 
to do so. 

I was also interested to note that John Swinney told the Holyrood Finance Committee that his 
proposal is “part of the family of Public Private Partnerships”. 

My main concern is that there is a need for significant additional resources to be provided to 
enhance the investment made possible by this Council’s efficiency drive and enable us to 
make even further progress with Schools and Centres 21 and enhance our road network both 
of which I agree are vital for economic growth. 

I agree with your understanding that no additional resources have been provided from the 
Scottish Futures Trust. 

(7) Question by Councillor Goldie in the absence of Councillor Key 

Banton Primary School Extension 

(a) What was the original completion date for this project, what was the actual completion 
date and will a penalty be applied against the relevant project manager/contractors? 
If yes, what will the penalty be? 

(b) As a direct result of this extension work Banton Primary School is currently not secure 
and is a Health and Safety hazard with glass, electrical wiring and fencing littering the 
school grounds. Consequently, the school children are at risk. Who will sort out this 
unfinished business, and when? 
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Answered by Councillor Logue, Convener of Learning and Leisure Services Committee 

I share the Member’s concerns. 

(a) The original completion dated was 26 November 2007. The Architect has still not 
issued a completion certificate due to snagging issues. The external works are still to 
be finished. The school has been occupied and the internal facilities have been fully 
used since 21 April 2008. Penalties are being considered by Design Services that 
could extend to around f 1,000 per week. 

(b) The safety of the pupils has in no way been compromised. A section of the fence 
was damaged during the work and an instruction has been issued to replace this 
section. This item is still outstanding and is being progressed by Design Services. 
Design Services are taking all action to bring this contract to completion and I would 
not expect to see this contractor on any future contract list issued by this Council. 

(8) Question by Councillor Murray 

When will North Lanarkshire Council have a proper approach by car and foot to Eastfield 
Cemetery, the only operational Cemetery in Cumbernauld? 

The Village side of the approaches are part of Cumbernauld Community (Town) Park and 
were selectively planted by Cumbernauld Development Corporation before it ceased to exist 
as part of the Town Park. 

In 12 years there has been virtually no significant improvements to the approaches to the 
Cemetery. When will the Cemetery be brought up to the appropriate standard for a Cemetery 
of this importance serving a Town of Cumbernauld’s size? 

Answered by Councillor McKenna, Convener of Environmental Services Committee 

There has been significant work undertaken both in and around the cemetery in recent years 
including the creation of additional burial spaces with associated new fencing, paths and 
roads. Further work is planned in the coming years to further extend burial space. The 
vehicular access to the cemetery was resurfaced four years ago. 

A meeting was held with Council Officials and Councillor Murray on 19 May to discuss all the 
footpath issues on the north side of Cumbernauld including access to Eastfield Cemetery. It 
was agreed that the footpath network in this area will be reviewed in terms of improvements 
and widening, extensions to existing footpaths and re-opening of old disused footpaths. The 
footpath link from the Cemetery to the existing network will be specifically targeted. Grant 
funding has been applied for through the “Smarter choices, smarter places Cumbernauld” bid 
which has passed the first stage and which if successful at stage 2 will enable considerable 
funding to be available for upgrading the footpaths in North Cumbernauld. The stage 2 bid is 
currently being prepared. Improved signing for both pedestrians and drivers to the cemetery 
will be included in the proposals. 

(9) Question by Councillor Shields 

I would be grateful if the Convener for Environmental Services could provide the full Council 
with an update following the introduction of the revised weekly cleansing service linked to the 
Council Recycle for Good Initiative. I believe this new service was introduced on Monday, 
2 June? 
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Answered by Councillor McKenna, Convener of Environmental Services Committee 

I am delighted to report to Council that the new alternative weekly collection service, 
introduced as stated on 2 June, has proven to be a great success within the Centre and 
Northern areas of the Authority. Initial indications have highlighted that presentation rates, i.e. 
residents presenting their blue bins for collection have been calculated at between 85%-I 00% 
in the majority of areas. As a consequence, the recycling tonnage achieved in the first week 
of operation amounted to just under 550 tonnes per week compared to 375 tonnes per month 
of material collected during the old system. We fully recognise that there are a number of 
areas where presentation of blue bins were not as high and resources are being allocated to 
these areas to ensure residents are fully aware of the new service provision. Although early 
doors, we are extremely pleased with the residents’ participation and we are confident that 
the communication strategy has been a great success. 

I am also to advise that a letter has been received from a resident of Carbrain praising the 
new system and encouraging the Council to continue with this service. 

(1 0) Question by Councillor Stewart 

What is the number of elected Members in the Council deficit with Council Tax and deficit, in 
the past, with Community Charge? 

Answered by Councillor Pentland, Convener of Policy and Resources (Finance and 
Customer Services) Sub-Committee 

There are two Councillors who are in arrears with their Council Tax or Community Charge. 

(1 1) Question by Councillor McWilliams 

In August 2007 a meeting was convened between representatives of North Lanarkshire 
Council’s Planning Department and a representative from Redrow Homes to discuss a 
solution to the problem of the sloping gardens within this development. Why has the problem 
not been resolved yet? Can North Lanarkshire Council’s Planning Department take 
enforcement action against the developer? 

Answered by Councillor J. Coyle, Convener of Planning and Transportation Committee 

In response to the question I would comment that this Service has acknowledged that there is 
a problem with the extent of sloping gardens within a number of the properties in the Redrow 
development at Glenboig and the Service has actively been pursuing a solution with the 
developer to resolve the situation. Currently we are awaiting the submission of a report by 
the developer’s structural engineers who are looking at potential design solutions for these 
rear garden slopes. The development as a whole has been implemented in accordance with 
the relevant planning permission and there is no breach of planning permission specifically in 
respect of the rear garden areas. As such Enforcement Action could not be considered in this 
instance. 

(12) Question by Councillor Murray 

North Lanarkshire Council’s Corporate Plan 2008-2012 - Page 8 - “Our Mission, Vision and 
Values” . 
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North Lanarkshire will be a place where everyone has access to: 

0 aood aualitv housina; 
0 a pleasant, safe environment; 
0 

0 

0 

the very best employment, education and training opportunities; 
caring and co-ordinated support and health services that meet people’s needs, and 
attractive and varied leisure and cultural facilities. 

We will: 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 provide best value services; 
0 

0 

0 

serve and involve our communities;?? 
plan ahead and lead the way in workina with our partners;?? 
promote equal opportunities and inclusion;?? 
make the most of opportunities for economic and environmental improvements;?? 

work to the hiahest standards and be open and accountable;?? 
value people, treat them with dignity, respect and meet their needs, and 
be forward thinking and aim to be the best in all we do. 

Is this a joke? 

In 2015 will North Lanarkshire Council in Cumbernauld face the largest percentage of houses 
failing the Government‘s standard? 

Answered by Councillor Smith, Depute Leader 

The Council’s Corporate Plan for 2008-2012 sets out a very clear direction for this Council 
and provides the opportunity to build on the significant progress made to date improving all 
areas of North Lanarkshire. 

Councillor Murray will note that one of the strategic measures of success set out on page 32 
of the plan is to provide improved access to good quality and affordable housing in a safe and 
pleasant environment. The Council will continue to work with Scottish Government, 
community planning partners, communities and all other organisations to deliver on that 
particular measure consistent with our overall vision and values set out in the Corporate Plan. 

Question by Councillor Stewart 

It has been reported in the local newspapers of students dealing in illegal drugs in a North 
Lanarkshire secondary school. Would the Council consider bringing in a zero tolerance 
attitude to students who bring this poison into school by automatically expelling the 
miscreants and so gaining the confidence of worried parents? 

Answered by Councillor Logue, Convener of Learning and Leisure Services Committee 

The Learning and Leisure Service already adopts a zero tolerance approach to incidents 
involving illegal drugs in schools. The school to which the Member refers handled the 
incident appropriately with full co-operation from the police. 

Question by Councillor Stewart 

Another scandal in our schools where students are using camera phones to snap photos of 
teachers working in their classrooms and posting these images along with sick comments on 
the internet. Parents are concerned about the poor discipline in this school and the lack of 
action by the senior management team in tackling this obnoxious problem. Why does the 
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Council not have a zero tolerance to this scourge of students using camera phones to bait 
hard working teachers? 

Answered by Councillor Logue, Convener of Learning and Leisure Services Committee 

I would have thought the Member was aware that there was a zero tolerance policy on the 
use of camera phones in schools. I have to say that I am disappointed with this question. If 
any Member has cause for concern I would expect him or her to raise this with the Service or 
myself. The Member has not advised me or the Service of any such problems. 

(1 5) Question by Councillor J. Love 

Does the Administration consider that, under Standing Order 44(c), questions from Members 
may only be posed to Council by the verbatim reading of the question by the Member who 
has already submitted same to the Chief Executive in writing under the terms of Standing 
Order 44(a) or does it agree with me that such verbatim reading of the question, following it’s 
publication on the Order Paper circulated to all Members and available to them in time to read 
in full prior to the meeting, is a total waste of time? 

Will the Administration consider that the posing of the question on the Order Paper is 
sufficient to satisfy the requirements of Standing Order 44(c) and number the questions 
published so that, as at the Westminster PMQ’s, only the question number need be quoted by 
the Member. 

Answered by Councillor Smith, Depute Leader 

The Notice of Question procedure is one that we introduced several years ago as a public 
platform for individual Councillors to pose questions and to receive a public reply from one of 
the Council’s Office Bearers, usually a Convener. 

The key is that it is a public process. The Standing Order requires that the question must be 
posed and then answered. It is worthwhile remembering that this is for the benefit, not just of 
individual Councillors, but is a public platform for the press and public who may be at our 
meeting to both hear the question posed and the reply made. 

In addition it should also serve as a discipline for us all to make sure that the questions - and 
the answers - are reasonably short and to the point. 

Colleagues I think that the procedure has worked well and I would advise that there are no 
proposals to change it at this stage. 

(16) Question by Councillor Stewart 

I have several questions concerning teachers working in North Lanarkshire schools. I would 
be pleased if you would provide the information requested. 

(a) Are numbers of teachers employed by the Council in primary, secondary and other 
sectors increasing or decreasing? And what are these numbers? 

(b) How many probationers are presently employed? 

(c) How many post probationers are employed? 

(d) What is the percentage of probationers to post probationers who are given full time 
con tracts? 

(e) What information is there on reducing class sizes? 
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primary 

~~ 

(9 Has there been any redundancies of teachers? 

(9) Is there any evidence that class sizes in North Lanarkshire schools is increasing? 

(h) Can you provide information on efficiencies being made by Learning and Leisure 
Services, and if so, are these efficiencies being put back into Education? 

Answered by Councillor Logue, Convener of Learning and Leisure Services Committee 

I understand that the Member posing the question has agreed with the Executive Director that 
a written response will be provided to him within 7 days and recorded in the Minute. 

2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 

1,706 1,723 1,768 

2005-06 2006-07 

primary average class 24: 1 24 

primary teacher : pupil ratio 1:17.2 1:17.2 

secondary teacher : pupil ratio 1:12.5 1:12.5 

secondary 1,793 1,806 1,829 

special 

Total 3,727 3,762 3,837 

2007-08 

23.6 

1:16.3 

1:11.9 

Currently we have 147 Primary and 126 Secondary probationers who are about to 
complete their Induction Year with North Lanarkshire (total 273). 

The most recent survey done for the GTCS based on the Induction Scheme 
probationers who completed in June 2007 shows that in Primary, 24 probationers 
were successful in securing a permanent post and 60 obtained a long-term temporary 
post. In Secondary, 41 secured a permanent post and 39 a long-term temporary 
post. 

Overall, the figures above show that around 80% of those probationers who apply for 
work with us succeed in getting a post with North Lanarkshire in the year following 
their Induction Scheme year, both in permanent posts and long-term temporary 
posts. This figure has been steadily maintained over the past 5 years or so. 

As you are aware, Learning and Leisure considered a report on this matter. The 
Council has a target figure of 23 in P I  classes next session, compared to the existing 
P I  limit of 25. We project that almost all Primary schools will meet this target. In 
Secondary, all schools are staffed to allow English and Maths classes to have a 
maximum of 20, as determined by the previous Scottish Executive. 

As in all previous years, no teacher redundancies are proposed. 

The average class size in North Lanarkshire Schools has continued to decrease, not 
increase. Some of the relevant evidence is shown below. 
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This reflects the very strong commitment of the Council to support for schools. 
However, it is important to emphasise that smaller classes is only one factor among 
many which influences the effectiveness of learning. 

(h) Within Learning and Leisure Services, efficiency savings of f3.4 million have been 
identified in the current financial year with only f0.6 million affecting school budgets. 
The commitment in North Lanarkshire is that these savings will be reinvested in 
upgrading school buildings, including the f250m schools and centres programme. 

(1 7) Question by Councillor Ross in the absence of Councillor Nolan 

I read with interest that following the integration of Council Tax and Housing Benefits, which 
saved a quarter of a million pounds, performance in processing new claims and benefits 
changes has further improved for 2007/08. Could you pass on my thanks to all involved in 
this achievement? 

Answered by Councillor Pentland, Convener of Policy and Resources (Finance and 
Customer Services) Sub-Committee 

The Council Tax and Benefits Service is an important frontline service affecting every one of 
our households and often dealing with the most vulnerable in our community. The integration 
of this service has achieved all our objectives by improving customer service and 
performance, reducing red circle posts and freeing up resources for investment in our frontline 
services. I shall arrange for your thanks to be passed on to the service along I’m sure with 
that of all Members. 

The Provost being of the opinion that the following item of business was of an urgent nature, 
authorised its consideration to enable appropriate arrangements to be made. 

DELEGATION OF POWERS TO DEAL WITH ANY ITEMS OF URGENCY DURING THE SUMMER 
RECESS 

24. The Provost referred to the forthcoming Summer Recess and proposed that powers be delegated to 
deal with any items of urgency. 

Decided: that the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Convener of the relevant Committee, 
be authorised to deal, where appropriate, with any items of urgency during the Summer 
Recess. 
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