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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to seek approval from the learning and leisure services committee 
for Stewarton Street Hut and Lomond Community Rooms to be declared surplus to operational 
requirements in accordance with the Council’s surplus land and buildings policy. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Learning and Leisure Services Committee is recommended to: 

(i) approve the proposal to declare Stewarton Street Hut surplus to operational requirements 
in accordance with the Council’s surplus land and buildings policy; 

(ii) approve the proposal to declare Lomond Community Rooms surplus to operational 
requirements in accordance with the Council’s surplus land and buildings policy; and 

(iii) remit this report to the Policy and Resources (Property) Sub-Committee for consideration. 

-.- --- .-._- __-- 
Members wishing further information should contact 

Lizanne McMurrich, Head of Community Learning and Development on 01236 812338 or 
tan Murdoch, Infrastructure and Development Manager on 01 236 81 2330 
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LEARNING 8t LEISURE SREVICES - PROPERTIES SURPLUS TO OPERATIONAL 
REQUIREMENTS - STEWARTON STREET HUT & LOMOND COMMUNITY ROOMS 

Report by Head of Community and lnformatlon Learning 

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to seek approval from the learning and leisure services committee 
for Stewarton Street Hut and Lomond Community Rooms to be declared surplus to operational 
requirements in accordance with the Council's surplus land and buildings policy, 

CONSIDERATIONS 

Stewarton Street Hut 

Stewarton Street hut has not been used as an operational community facility for a number of 
years. Whilst operational the property was predominately used for elected member surgeries. 
The last record of a surgery booking was on the 16 September 2009. 

2.1 ,I The property has been used by the Greenhead Moss Project as a base for volunteers and 
staff. Greenhead Moss Community Group was established in 2011 and is part of the 
partnership responsible for the sustainable development and management of Greenhead 
Moss Community Nature Park. Site staff are managed by North Lanarkshire Council. 

2.1.2 Before 201 1 the site was managed by the Greenhead Moss Community Trust which was a 
charity established in 1999. The employees were based in Stewarton Street Hut. North 
Lanarkshire Council Environmental Services were responsible for the operational costs 
associated with the building. The keys were returned to Learning and Leisure Services in 
April 2011 when the Greenhead Moss Community Group was established. Staff now have 
access to office bases at Strathclyde Park as Environmental Services are no longer able to 
sustain the operational revenue costs and rates. 

2.1.3 The property has been vacant since April 2011. Learning and Leisure Services has no 
revenue budget to operate this property. 

2.2 Lomond Communitv Rooms 

Members are requested to approve the declaration of Lomond Community Rooms surplus to 
operational requirements. The condition of the property has significantly declined over 
recent years. A condition survey indicates that the costs to keep the building operational 
would be in the region of f30,000, The current condition of the property means that it is not 
suitable to hire to the public, 

2.2.1 Due to the condition of the property and the period of adverse weather in December 2010 the 
authority arranged to relocate the majority of users to more suitable accommodation, The 
property is therefore only currently used 3 hours per week. The only remaining user group in 
the premises was a local Brownies group, The Brownies met on a Monday evening but with 
effect as of 5'h September 201 1 have relocated to McAuley Hall in Condorrat, 
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2.2.2 Local Elected Members were advised in July 2011 that the service had been approached to 
consider declaring the premises surplus to operational requirements. Cumbernauld South 
Credit Union has approached Corporate Property to establish the feasibility of the premises 
being leased to them. In accordance with the surplus property process Learning and Leisure 
Services gave consideration to the utilisation and condition of the premises. It was identified 
that the remaining user group could be relocated to alternative premises, therefore making it 
possible to declare the premise surplus to operational requirements, Members stressed the 
importance of the service ensuring that appropriate accommodation was found for the 
Brownies and consideration was given to the fact that Condorrat Tenants & Residents 
needed access to storage and space to meet. Concerns were also raised about the 
reduction in community provision in the area and the impact this would have on the local 
comm un i ty , 

I 

2.2.3 The service has identified alternative available space for user groups and surrounding 
community centres have capacity to accommodate additional usage. The local members 
have indicated that they would be keen to ensure the building is used for an appropriate 
purpose and that the building is well maintained and kept secure instead of being allowed to 
deteriorate further. In principal the local members did not object to the possibility that 
Lomond Community Rooms would be leased as long as the facility was leased to an 
organisation that was representative of the local community. 

2.2.4 The Lomond Brownies were approached on 9 August 2011 to discuss alternative 
accommodation that could be made available, Due to the possibility that the Council's 
decision would interrupt their running let in the middle of a term, the group asked to be 
relocated with effect from 5 September 201 I I They are aware that the decision is subject to 
committee approval, The Brownies are relocating to McAuley Hall in Rannoch Court. 
Learning and Leisure Services has made arrangements to transfer their equipment to their 
new premises and the group are satisfied that the accommodation and storage is sufficient 
for their needs. 

2.2.5 Condorrat Community Council were given the opportunity to comment on the possibility that 
Lomond Community would be declared surplus to operational requirements. The main 
concerns raised were about ensuring that community provision was available in the area and 
that the building was not allowed to deteriorate in terms of condition. Learning and Leisure 
Services has identified that alternative community provision in the area has available 
capacity and that the terms of the lease or sale would require the organisation to maintain 
and repair the interior and exterior of the centre. 

2,2.6 Whilst Condorrat Tenants & Residents do not use Lomond Community Rooms they 
expressed an interest in leasing their own premises, As members are aware, as part of the 
surplus property process if the organisation can prove sustainability and have the financial 
ability to operate premises they can approach the Council's corporate property services to be 
considered as a lease holder. However Learning and Leisure Sewices has identified 
suitable storage in Pollock Hall for the group, which is the hall they hire on a weekly basis. 

3. CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

3 , l  Financial Implications 

3,l ,I The proposed closure of Stewarton Street will not yield any saving for Learning and Leisure 
Services as Environmental Services, up until 31 March 201 1, was responsible for all revenue 
costs. 
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3.1.2 The proposal to declare Lomond Community Rooms surplus to operational requirements is 
expected to yield an annual saving of f20,457.44. In financial year 201 1/12 Learning and 
Leisure Services will achieve a saving of f6,819;14 due to the fact the rates relief and 
revenue associated costs are likely to remain with the department until December 201 1 until 
property services dispose of the property in accordance with the Council’s surplus land and 
buildings policy. 

3.2 Human Resource ImDlications 

3.2.1 There are no human resources implications arising from the proposals contained within this 
report. 

4. RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Learning and Leisure Services Committee is recommended to: 

(i) approve the proposal to declare. Stewarton Street Hut surplus to operational 
requirements in accordance with the Council‘s surplus land and buildings policy; 

(ii) approve the proposal to declare Lomond Community Rooms surplus to operational 
requirements in accordance with the Council’s surplus land and buildings policy; and 

(iii) remit this report to the Policy and Resources (Property) Sub-Committee for 
consideration. 
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