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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to advise committee of an approach that has been made by 
the football governing body in Finland, through one of their Finnish authorities (Tampere) 
to establish an information exchange link to facilitate the sharing of data on the 
infrastructure for the delivery of football in schools, between North Lanarkshire and 
Tampere (Finland). 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The learning and leisure services committee is asked to approve that: 

(i) 

(ii) 

the head of community information and learning pursue the establishment of the 
information exchange link with the local authority in Tampere 

the head of community information and learning arranges a study visit to Tampere 
for officers who have a responsibility for sports development and facility/school 
design within learning and leisure services, prior to the visit prior to the visit to 
North Lanarkshire by the Tampere teachers delegation. 

Members wish further information Xould contact: 

Lizanne McMurrich, Head of Community Information and Learning on 01 236 81 2338 
lan Murdoch, Infrastructure and Development Manager on 01 236 81 2330 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL - LEARNING AND LEISURE SERVICES 

FOOTBALL DEVELOPMENT: PROVISION IN NORTH LANARKSHIRE - FINNISH 
STUDY VISIT 

Report by Head of Community Information and Learning 

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to advise committee of an approach that has been 
made by the football governing body in Finland, through one of their Finnish 
authorities (Tampere) to establish an information exchange link to facilitate the 
sharing of data on the infrastructure for the delivery of football in schools, between 
in North Lanarkshire and Tampere (Finland). 

BACKGROUND 

The Scottish Football Association was contacted by their Finnish counterparts 
requesting details of local authorities who have successfully integrated a football 
programme for player development through their school structure. Jim Fleeting, 
director of football development at the Scottish Football Association indicated to 
the Finnish Football Association that North Lanarkshire had what was regarded as 
the most comprehensive and successful football development programme of all the 
local authorities in Scotland. The Finnish Football Association subsequently made 
contact with learning and leisure services to establish whether Tampere (one of 
Finland’s largest local authorities) could be considered for a football partnership 
whereby exchange study visits could be made between the two authorities, in 
conjunction with both the Scottish Football Association and the Finnish Football 
Association. 

PROPOSAL 

Committee is advised that it is proposed that North Lanarkshire would host a study 
visit involving a party of thirty sports teachers during November 2008 which would 
offer the Finnish teachers the opportunity to look at the North Lanarkshire Learning 
and Leisure Services Football Development Programme. This would involve 
showcasing our highly successful player pathway from primary 7 to third year 
secondary and our talent identification programme. Both of these areas have 
been highly acclaimed nationally and the Finnish authority is keen to explore how it 
can try to replicate such a programme within their authority area. 

The Finnish Football Association and the local authority, Tampere, have also 
invited a delegation of officers/members to look at their school/community 
facility/football provision. Finnish designs for sports provision linked to schools 
have been highly acclaimed. A study of the Finnish approach would be highly 
relevant in terms of the design of facilities within the forthcoming schools and 
centres 21 programme. 



4. CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

4.1 Financial ImDlications 

4.1 . l  The local authority in Tampere will fully fund any (all) visits to Scotland. Learning 
and leisure services will provide transport costs during the initial visit at a cost Of 
f400. 

4.2 The study visit to Finland for the North Lanarkshire delegates will cost in the region 
of €1,500. 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

The learning and leisure services committee is asked to approve that: 

(i) the head of community information and learning pursue the establishment Of 
the information exchange link with the local authority in Tampere 

(ii) the head of community information and learning arranges a study visit to 
Tampere for officers who have a responsibility for sports development and 
facility/school design within learning and leisure services, prior to the visit 
prior to the visit to North Lanarkshire by the Tampere teachers delegation. 


