
Item 15 

Notice of Questions Procedure - Standing Order No. 44 
Council Meeting -Thursday, 27 November 2008 

Questions to be Posed Following Ballot 

With close co-operation between North Lanarkshire Council, the active 
group struggling to develop Cumbernauld Community Park plus the 
contractors working on the proposed M80, it has been suggested that if 
they were allowed to deposit 10,000 cubic metres of spoil to form a 
potential water feature in the boggy land to the south of Cumbernauld 
Cemetery, they would be prepared to build a footbridge across the M80 
on the line of the old Craighalbert Road. 

Will North Lanarkshire Council’s Planning Department approve this or 
suggest a better site for the footbridge to serve the Park and help unite 
both sides of the M80? 

Would a footbridge from Cumbernauld Village to Carrickstone on the site 
suggested by Cumbernauld Development Corporation before a by-pass 
to Cumbernauld became the then approved policy be more useful? 

(2) HMP Addiewell is due to accept its first prisoner on 12 December 2008. 

How many members of the Prison’s Visiting Committee are North 
Lanarkshire Council bound to provide? 

Who are these candidates (please name the Elected Members)? 

If the candidates have not yet been nominated then: 

(a) What contingency arrangements do you propose to put in place 
so that at least temporary cover will be provided? 

(b) What action is being taken to make appointments and when this 
is likely to be concluded? 

(c) Why has this task not been completed on time? 
~_____  

(3) With the Draft Local Plan finally approved for printing and publication 
today and with our Transport Policy well overdue, when will we have a 
comprehensive plan for Cumbernauld Town Centre? These are to a 
certain extent dependent on North Lanarkshire Council’s proposals for 
the A801 1. This road at present hopelessly divides our town centre. 

Did not North Lanarkshire Council’s Transport Department win a public 
enquiry to prove that the A8011 could be completely closed without any 
serious inconvenience? 

What is its present stance on this matter? 

In the financial year 2007-2008, how many Officers of the Council, 
received performance related pay and what are the rates associated? 

:4) 
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(5) In view of a national and Council priority for ecological health and 
economic reasons to limit car use when will North Lanarkshire Council’s 
proposals for a safe lit, attractive, footpath from a bus stop reasonably 
available to most residents of Cumbernauld to our only active cemetery 
at Eastfield, be available? 

(6) How many Officers of the Council, as per their terms and conditions, are 
currently entitled to performance related pay and detail them by title? 

(7) Blue recycling bins: in the last year before fortnightly bin collections was 
introduced, how many tons of paper were sent for recycling? How many 
tons of paper were ejected because of contamination? Since the Council 
has introduced fortnightly collections for blue bins with mixed recycling 
material, how many tons of paper have been accepted for recycling and 
how many tons have been sent to the coup because of contamination? 
And what is the cost per ton to dump this contaminated waste paper 
product? 

(8) Since the beginning of this financial year how many summary warrants 
have been served in error? 

(9) How many road closures, by ward, have there been in North Lanarkshire 
since May 2007? 

(10) What is the Council’s financial assessment of its potential risk with 
respect of Joint Boards and the Strathclyde Pension Fund, due to the 
current financial situation? 

(1 1) Since the reconfiguration of the Council publication, North Lanarkshire 
News, how many Elected Members have written columns in the 
publication, defined in terms of their political party affiliation or none? 

(12) Why has the Council proposed to change the status of the property at 4 
Cabrach Loan, Newmains, a back and front door property next to an 
elderly lady, into a scatter flat? 

This follows the recent change of status of the property at 3 Denholm 
Drive in Coltness, again a back and front door and again next to an 
elderly lady into a scatter flat. 

Why are the Council’s better properties being sought for this purpose? 

What is the Council’s policy for informing Elected Members that the 
status of a house is to be changed into a scatter flat? 

Are e-mails sent to the Elected Members at the same time? 

Are e-mails sent individually to Elected Members or is it the case that the 
Elected Member will only find out when neighbours living close to the 
scatter flat contact them with their complaints? 

(1 3) Has North Lanarkshire Council’s Environmental Department had an 
increase in reports of rodent infestation within premises in the last 
months and if so can this be attributed to alternate weekly refuse 
collections? 
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(1 4) North Lanarkshire Council and Strathclyde Partnership for Transport 
have both decided that there will be no bus station for Cumbernauld. On 
Thursday, 21 November at approximately 5.30 pm six Canavan buses 
were lined up at the North side of the town centre, endangering 
passengers leaving and alighting from other buses. This dangerous 
situation has existed for years. What action is North Lanarkshire Council 
Transport Department prepared to recommended to Strathclyde 
Partnership for Transport? What remedy does our planning department 
suggest for the totally unacceptable situation as the main bus station in 
Cum bernauld? 

(1 5 )  When will North Lanarkshire Council’s well publicised policy against 
discrimination and its commitment to “value people, treat them with 
dignity, respect and meet their needs and work to the highest standards 
and be open and accessible” be properly brought into practice? 

For over 12 years North Lanarkshire Council has ruthlessly discriminated 
against old people in sheltered complexes and all residents in flatted 
property run by Social Rented Landlords by forcing them to pay out of 
rent or in factoring fees for complex or stair and close lighting while all 
lighting in similar Council properties are paid for by the general Council 
Tax payer. 

When will North Lanarkshire Council end this blatant discrimination? 

(1 6) Cumbernauld is North Lanarkshire’s largest “pressured housing area”. It 
has an almost unbelievably long waiting time for people with very high 
priorities to obtain a house. 

Why is it then that despite countless letters and many questions the 
Council, despite numerous lengthy consultations with other interested 
parties, appears to have no preferred proposals for dealing with the 
acute problem of (a) the 12 high rise flats, and (b) the flats in Ainslie and 
Maclehose Road which the Council has condemned. Cumbernauld 
Housing Partnership appear to have no helpful proposals for either of 
these projects. 

(17) What is the cost to the Council of serving summary warrants and 
demands for the non-payment of Council Tax in error? 

(18) How much, in financial terms, has the Council spent on Elected Members 
attending conferences in the last five years? How many of these 
conferences were outside the UK? And what is the number of Elected 
Members who have attended conferences over the five year period? 

How many disciplinary proceedings, by Directorate, have been instigated 
against staff due to an absence of three or more unrelated absences? 

In view of the potential effect of the recession on our capital receipts; the 
inability of the Scottish Government to produce a workable Scottish 
Futures Trust during the past 18 months and their intense dislike of PPP, 
should we believe that Santa will put the financial means to carry out our 
capital programme into our stockings on Christmas morning or should we 
ask the National Government to reinstate the Public Works Loan Board - 
if the bankers who got us into trouble can get help why not responsible 
local government? 

(1 9) 

(20) 
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(21) Since the beginning of this financial year, how many Council Tax 
demands have been served in error? 

Why does it take so long for Executive Directors and Heads of Service, to 
give a substantive reply to an Elected Member’s written communication? 

(22) 
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