
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL - 27 November 2008 

Motherwell, 27 November 2008 at 4 pm. 

A Meeting of the NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

PRESENT 

Councillor Curley, Provost; Councillor Robertson, Depute Provost; Councillors Adamson, Brooks, Burrows, 
Carrigan, Cefferty, Chadha, J. Coyle, S. Coyle, Curran, Delaney, Devine, Fagan, Ferrie, Goldie, Grant, Griffin, 
Harmon, Higgins, Hogg, Homer, Irvine, Johnston, Jones, Kelly, Key, Logue, J. Love, S. Love, Lunny, Lyle, 
McAuley, McCabe, McCulloch, McElroy, McGlinchey, H. McGuigan, J. McGuigan, F. McKay, McKendrick, 
McKenna, McKeown, McMillan, McShannon, McWilliams, Maginnis, Martin, Morgan, Murray, Nolan, O'Brien, 
Pentland, Ross, Shevlin, Stewart, Stocks, Taggart, Alan Valentine, Annette Valentine, Wallace and Welsh. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Curley (Provost) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Chief Executive; Executive Director of Corporate Services; Executive Director of Environmental Services; 
Executive Director of Finance and Customer Services; Executive Director of Housing and Social Work 
Services; Executive Director of Learning and Leisure Services and Head of Central Services. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Clarke, M. Coyle, L. McKay, Shaw, Shields and Smith. 

PROVOST'S REMARKS 

(1) DEATH OF LORD HOGG OF CUMBERNAULD 

The Provost referred to the death of Lord Hogg of Cumbernauld in early October. Lord Hogg was involved in 
the Trade Union movement for a number of years and was MP for the constituencies of Dumbarton East and 
Cumbernauld and Kilsyth from 1979 to 1997, when he was elevated to the House of Lords and became 
Deputy Speaker of the Lords in 2002. The Provost indicated that Lord Hogg was highly regarded by 
politicians from all parties and had been particularly committed to the problems and status of Cumbernauld. 

(2) DEATH OF FORMER COUNCILLOR ARTHUR FITZPATRICK 

The Provost referred to the recent death of former Councillor Arthur Fitzpatrick whose service in local 
government began in May 1980 when he was elected to Monklands Council as representative of the new 
Monklands West Ward, where he served as Convener of the Manpower Committee from 1984 to 1992. He 
was elected to North Lanarkshire Council at Local Government Reorganisation as Member for North Central 
and Glenboig Ward and, despite his ill health, he continued to serve his constituents until 1999. 

Thereafter, the Council observed one minute's silence. 

(3) HERALD SOCIETY AWARDS 

The Provost advised that the Council had been successful in the first ever Herald Society Awards in the 
categories of Community Project of the Year, Campaign of the Year and Outstanding Public Service Worker 
of the Year and that Councillor McElroy had represented the Council at the Awards Ceremony. The Provost, 
on behalf of the Council, congratulated the winners, respectively, Shotts Memorial Garden, the Children's 
Carers Team and Frances Hunter, Programme Deviser. 
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DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN TERMS OF THE ETHICAL STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE ETC. 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 2000 

1. Prior to consideration of the business on the agenda, declarations of interest were received as 
undernoted:- 

0 Councillors Carrigan, Griffin, Homer, McCulloch, McElroy and O'Brien in terms of the Notice of 
Motion by Councillor Homer and Councillor Lyle by reason of their membership of the Board of 
Directors of the Campsies Centre (Cumbernauld) Limited. 

0 Councillor H. McGuigan in terms of the report in relation to the Prison Visiting Committee for HMP 
Addiewell by reason of his membership of the Board of the Scottish Prison Service. 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

2. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of North Lanarkshire Council held on 25 September 
2008. 

Decided: that the terms of the Minute be approved. 

MINUTE PREVIOUSLY APPROVED BY THE COUNCIL 

3. There was submitted the Minute of the following meeting which was approved by the Council on 
25 September 2008:- 

Planning and Transportation 23 September 2008 

SUB-COMMITTEE AND AREA COMMITTEE MINUTES FOR INFORMATION 

4. There were submitted for information the Minutes of the meetings of the undernoted Sub-Committees 
and Area Committees held on the dates specified:- 

*Policy and Resources (Human Resources Early Retirement) Sub 
*Policy and Resources (Human Resources Early Retirement ) Sub 
*Policy and Resources (Human Resources Early Retirement ) Sub 
*Policy and Resources (Human Resources Sounding Board ) Sub 
*Policy and Resources (Human Resources Appeals ) Sub 
*Policy and Resources (Human Resources Appeals ) Sub 
Policy and Resources (Property ) Sub 
Policy and Resources (Finance and Customer Services ) Sub 
Policy and Resources (Human Resources ) Sub 

30June2008 
22 September 2008 
27 October 2008 
27 August 2008 
5 September 2008 
20 October 2008 
4 November 2008 
5 November 2008 
6 November 2008 

In relation to the Policy and Resource (Finance and Customer Services) Sub-Committee Minute of 
5 November 2008, the Provost highlighted the reference therein to the Council's Corporate 
Procurement Team being awarded the Government Opportunities Magazine "Excellence in Public 
Procurement" Award and congratulated the Team on this prestigious award. 

* These Minutes were approved by the Policy and Resources (Human Resources) Sub-Committee 
at their meeting on 6 November 2008 

Approved by the Policy and Resources Committee at their meeting on 18 November 2008. 
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Corporate Services (Licensing) Sub 
Corporate Services (Licensing) Sub 
Corporate Services (Licensing) Sub 
Corporate Services (Licensing) Sub 
Corporate Services (Licensing) Sub 
Civic Functions Group 

6 August 2008 
27 August 2008 
17 September 2008 
25 September 2008 
1 October 2008 
2 October 2008 

Approved by the Corporate Services Committee at their meeting on 30 October 2008 

Special Bellshill and District Area 
Bellshill and District Area 
Coatbridge Area 
Motherwell and District Area 
Wishaw and District Area 
Airdrie Area 
North Area 

8 September 2008 
9 October 2008 
7 October 2008 
8 October 2008 
8 October 2008 
8 October 2008 
9 October 2008 

Approved by the Regeneration Committee at their meeting on 5 November 2008 

COMMITTEE MINUTES FOR APPROVAL 

5. There were submitted the Minutes of the undernoted Committees held on the dates specified:- 

Planning and Transportation 
Educational Trust 
Special Planning and Transportation 
Adjourned Special Planning and Transportation 
Appointments 
Learning and Leisure Services 
Housing and Social Work Services 
Environmental Services 
Special Policy and Resources 
Corporate Services 
Regeneration 
Planning and Transportation 
Special Planning and Transportation 
Special Planning and Transportation 
Policy and Resources 
Planning and Transportation 
Appointments 

9 October 2008 
10 October 2008 
15 October 2008 
15 October 2008 
17 October 2008 
21 October 2008 
22 October 2008 
22 October 2008 
30 October 2008 
30 October 2008 
5 November 2008 
6 November 2008 
12 November 2008 
18 November 2008 
18 November 2008 
25 November 2008 
27 November 2008 

Decided: that the terms of the Minutes be approved except in so far as separately dealt with in 
terms of paragraphs 6 to 8 hereof. 

LEARNING AND LEISURE SERVICES COMMITTEE - 21 OCTOBER 2008 

(1) BUDGET MONITORING REPORT 2008/2009 FOR THE PERIOD FROM 1 APRIL TO 
12 SEPTEMBER 2008 

6. Reference having been made to paragraph 5 of the Minute of the meeting of the Learning and Leisure 
Services Committee held on 21 October 2008 when the Committee, having considered a report dated 
23 September 2008 by the Head of Educational Resources in relation to budget monitoring for the 
period from 1 April to 12 September 2008, had agreed (1) that the report be noted, and (2) that it be 
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noted that, in terms of paragraph 57(E) of the Council's Standing Orders, the power delegated to the 
Committee would not be exercised and the matter would be referred for determination to the Council. 

Councillor Logue seconded by Councillor Robertson, moved that the report be noted. 

Councillor Johnston, seconded by Councillor Lyle, moved, as an amendment, that the projected 
underspends amounting to €562,000 in teachers staffing budgets be used for primary school teaching 
staff. 

On a vote being taken, 19 Members voted for the amendment, and 40 Members voted for the motion, 
which was accordingly declared carried. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

(2) RAISING ACHIEVEMENT FOR ALL 200712008 

7. Reference having been made to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of the Learning and Leisure 
Services Committee held on 21 October 2008 when the Committee, having considered a report 
(docketed as relative to the meeting of that Committee) dated 11 September 2008 by the Executive 
Director of Learning and Leisure Services providing details of the performance in schools and centres 
during session 2007/2008 over a range of indicators which reflected both SQA results and certain 
aspects of wider achievement, had agreed (1) that the report be noted, and (2) that it be noted that, in 
terms of paragraph 57(E) of the Council's Standing Orders, the power delegated to the Committee 
would not be exercised and that the matter would be referred for determination to the Council. 

Councillor Logue, seconded by Councillor Robertson, moved that the report be noted. 

Councillor Johnston, seconded by Councillor Lyle, moved, as an amendment, that we call on the 
current North Lanarkshire Council Administration to report on what positive proposals it has to offer to 
substantially improve upon North Lanarkshire Council's school examination results at Standard Grade 
and Higher. 

On a vote being taken, 21 Members voted for the amendment and 40 Members voted for the motion, 
which was accordingly declared carried. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

(3) FOOTBALL DEVELOPMENT PROVISION IN NORTH LANARKSHIRE - FINNISH STUDY VISIT 

8. Reference having been made to paragraph 10 of the Minute of the meeting of the Learning and 
Leisure Services Committee held on 21 October 2008 when the Committee, having considered a 
report (docketed as relative to the meeting of that Committee) dated 11 September 2008 by the Head 
of Community Information and Learning regarding an approach by the Finnish Football Association for 
the establishment of an information exchange link to facilitate the sharing of data between the Council 
and one of its local authorities, Tampere, on the infrastructure for the delivery of football in schools, 
and recommending (1) that the Head of Community Information and Learning pursue the 
establishment of the information exchange link with the local authority in Tampere; (2) that the Head 
of Community Information and Learning arrange a study visit to Tampere for Members and Officers 
who have a responsibility for sport development and facility/school design within Learning and Leisure 
Services, prior to the visit to North Lanarkshire by the Tampere teachers' delegation, and (3) that it be 
noted that, in terms of paragraph 57(E) of the Council's Standing Orders, the power delegated to the 
Committee would not be exercised and the matter would be referred for determination to the Council. 

Councillor Logue, seconded by Councillor Robertson, moved that the decision of the Committee be 
approved. 
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Councillor Johnston, seconded by Councillor Lyle, moved that recommendations 5 (i) and (ii) of the 
report, be approved without amendment. 

On a vote being taken 20 Members voted for the amendment and 41 Members voted for the motion, 
which was accordingly declared carried. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Head of Community Information and Learning pursue the establishment of the 
information exchange link with the local authority in Tampere, and 

(2) that the Head of Community Information and Learning arrange a study visit to Tampere for 
Members and Officers who have a responsibility for sport development and facility/school 
design within Learning and Leisure Services, prior to the visit to North Lanarkshire by the 
Tampere teachers’ delegation. 

REMIT FROM POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE OF 18 NOVEMBER 2008 - CARBON 
MANAGEMENT - POLITICAL SPONSOWCHAMPION 

9. With reference to paragraph 14 of the Minute of the meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee 
held on 18 November 2008, when that Committee, having considered a report (docketed as relative to 
the meeting of that Committee) dated 6 October 2008 by the Executive Director of Environmental 
Services, had agreed that a political sponsor/champion be appointed to serve during the development 
of the Carbon Management Plan, with consideration of the appointment being referred to the Council 
for determination. 

Councillor Ross seconded by Councillor McCabe, moved that Councillor McKeown be appointed as 
the Carbon Management Political Sponsor/Champion. 

Councillor Lyle, seconded by Councillor S. Coyle, moved that Councillor O’Brien be appointed as the 
Carbon Management Political Sponsor/Champion. 

On a vote being taken, 19 Members voted for the amendment, and 39 Members voted for the motion, 
which was accordingly declared carried. 

Decided: that Councillor McKeown be appointed as the Carbon Management Political 
Sponsor/Champion. 

Councillors Carrigan, Griffin, Homer, McCulloch, McElroy and O’Brien, declared an interest in the 
following item due to their membership of the Board of Campsies Centre (Cumbernauld) Limited and 
Councillors Carrigan, Griffin, McCulloch and McElroy left the meeting and took no part in its 
determination. 

NOTICE OF MOTION BY COUNCILLOR HOMER AND COUNCILLOR LYLE 

10. There was submitted the following motion in the names of Councillor Homer and Councillor Lyle, 
Notice of which appeared on the agenda, viz:- 

“Whilst recognising the work of Campsies Centres Ltd in its attempts to develop Cumbernauld Town 
Centre, Council acknowledge that the effects have been limited, due to the company’s restricted 
powers. 

It is with this understanding that the company has such limitations in achieving anything substantive, 
that Council undertakes to give full strategic control and resources for Cumbernauld Town Centre 
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Action Plan to CCL and to share responsibility for any support work between Property and 
Environmental Services Officials." 

Councillor Homer, seconded by Councillor Lyle, then moved the terms of the motion. 

Councillor Maginnis, seconded by Councillor Curran, moved, as an amendment, that "the Council 
recognise the impressive developments achieved as a result of the current arrangements and that all 
involved be encouraged to continue to work together for the benefit of the town and people of 
Cumbernauld". 

On a vote being taken, 35 Members voted for the amendment and 19 Members voted for the motion, 
the amendment was accordingly declared carried. 

Decided: the Council recognise the impressive developments achieved as a result of the current 
arrangements and that all involved be encouraged to continue to work together for the 
benefit of the town and people of Cumbernauld. 

Following consideration of the preceding item, Councillors Carrigan, Griffin, McCulloch and McElroy 
re-entered the meeting. 

NOTICE OF MOTION BY COUNCILLOR McCABE AND COUNCILLOR MAGlNNlS 

11. There was submitted the following motion in the names of Councillor McCabe and Councillor 
Maginnis, Notice of which appeared on the agenda, viz:- 

"This Council notes that, having failed to ascertain the facts as known to all Members of North 
Lanarkshire Council, Alex Neil MSP has provided the Scottish Parliament with totally inaccurate 
information as to the finances of North Lanarkshire Council; deplores the fact that Mr. Neil has misled 
the Scottish Parliament; and recommends to Mr. Neil that he ascertain facts before making any future 
public utterance . " 

Councillor McCabe, seconded by Councillor Maginnis, then moved the terms of the motion. 

Councillor Lyle, seconded by Councillor Stocks, moved, as an amendment, "that this Council 
compliments Alex Neil MSP on his commitment to the Central Scotland Region and in particular his 
work within North Lanarkshire in conjunction with his other MSP and Council colleagues". 

On a vote being taken, 20 Members voted for the amendment and 37 Members voted for the motion, 
which was accordingly declared carried. 

Decided: that this Council notes that, having failed to ascertain the facts as known to all 
Members of North Lanarkshire Council, Alex Neil MSP has provided the Scottish 
Parliament with totally inaccurate information as to the finances of North Lanarkshire 
Council; deplores the fact that Mr. Neil has misled the Scottish Parliament; and 
recommends to Mr. Neil that he ascertain facts before making any future public 
utterance. 

NOTICE OF MOTION BY COUNCILLOR MURRAY AND COUNCILLOR McWlLLlAMS 

12. There was submitted the following motion in the names of Councillor Murray and Councillor 
McWilliams, Notice of which appeared on the agenda, viz- 

"At the Council meeting on 28 September 2002 seconded by Richard Lyle I moved the following 
motion. 
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“This Council deplores the evidence that was brought to light in the Evening Times of Wednesday, 
4 September 2002 that the Westminster controlled Scottish Office had deliberately discriminated 
against Glasgow and the West of Scotland and caused serious damage to the Scottish economy and 
to the potential living standards of the West of Scotland. 

This was a classic example of divide and rule by putting Edinburgh against Glasgow to the detriment 
of the Scottish economy. The elements of this unnecessary conflict still continue to the present time 
with the uneven contest for an extra runway between Glasgow and Edinburgh airports. 

Had Scotland been a nation with full economic control it would undoubtedly decided in the 1950’s on a 
Central Scotland Airport in the extensive flat areas in the general area of Slammanan. This would 
have been an Airport with a catchment with over 3 million people it would have been the basis of vast 
new hi-tec industrial developments. An Airport of this size would also have meant that Scotland would 
have many more direct links with the continent and the world to the betterment of our business and 
economy. 

It would have also led to the A80/M80 being to the South of Cumbernauld. (eliminating all the agro 
that a bypass to the north of Cumbernauld has caused). It would also have been of great benefit to 
Lanarkshire with its direct access from the A8/M8 and the M73/M74. 

The serious traumas that Scotland has suffered from 1960 to the present time are almost all caused 
by the consistent failures of successive Westminster governments to recognise the tremendous 
industrial and economic potential of Scotland. They desired to keep Scotland as a divided and 
subservient economy, whose future was decided by what seemed correct for England irrespective of 
its potential harm to Scotland. 

This Council accordingly decides that the present Scottish Parliament should have full control of all 
revenues raised or originating in Scotland or Scottish waters. In the 21“ century we must ensure that 
the constant decline in our position in the worlds economic tables on living standards is ended. 
(paragraph 7) 

Our people must be able to look forward to all the advantages in health, housing, education and 
recreation that an expanding economy can provide. 

The quote from the Health, Wellbeing and Care Section of our area Local Community Planning is 
significant “It should be remembered, however, that even average in Scotland means poor in 
comparison with other affluent Western countries” North Lanarkshire is usually below the Scottish 
average”. 

Councillor McCabe, seconded by Councillor Smith, moved, as an amendment, that “the Council 
repeats its welcome for the constitutional settlement which has delivered a Scottish Parliament which 
is responsive to the needs of Scotland, acting in the best social and economic needs of all the people 
of Scotland, irrespective of geography: and that within the framework of the United Kingdom”. 

On a vote being taken, 48 Members voted for the amendment and 8 Members voted for the motion. 
The amendment was accordingly declared carried. 

Will the Council now advise the Calman Commission that in the present desperate economic 
situation, it is essential that the Scottish Parliament must have all the power required (in paragraph 7) 
and then pay to Westminster what it can spare for defence, foreign affairs and the crown?” 
Councillor Murray, seconded by Councillor McWilliams, then moved the terms of the motion. 

Councillor McCabe, seconded by Councillor Robertson, moved as an amendment that “the Council 
repeats its welcome for the constitutional settlement which has delivered a Scottish Parliament which 
is responsive to the needs of Scotland, acting in the best social and economic needs of all the people 
of Scotland, irrespective of geography and that within the framework of the United Kingdom.” 

On a vote being taken 30 Members voted for the amendment and 3 Members voted for the motion, 
the amendment was accordingly declared carried. 
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Decided: that the Council repeats its welcome for the constitutional settlement which has 
delivered a Scottish Parliament which is responsive to the needs of Scotland, acting in 
the best social and economic needs of all the people of Scotland, irrespective of 
geography and that within the framework of the United Kingdom. 

PRICEWATERHOUSECOOPERS’ REPORT TO MEMBERS ON THE 2007l2008 AUDIT 

13. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 13 November 2008 by the Executive Director of 
Finance and Customer Services (1) advising that PricewaterhouseCoopers had now completed the 
audit of the Council for the financial year 2007/2008; (2) enclosing a copy of the Report to Members 
on the outcome of the audit work together with the Action Plan agreed with the External Auditor to 
take forward any matters requiring to be addressed, and (3) referring to the Audited Annual Accounts 
for the Council for 2007/2008, a copy of which had been issued to each Member. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Audited Annual Accounts for 2007/2008 be noted; 

(2) that the Auditor’s Report to Members, including the Action Plan agreed with the appointed 
External Auditor, be noted, and 

(3) that the report be referred to the Audit and Governance Panel to monitor implementation of 
the agreed Action Plan. 

RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR LYLE FROM THE SCRUTINY PANEL 

14. It was reported that Councillor Lyle had intimated his resignation from the Scrutiny Panel. 

Decided: that Councillor Taggart be appointed to serve on the Scrutiny Panel. 

OUTSIDE BODIES - RESIGNATIONS 

15. It was reported that the following resignations had been received in respect of outside bodies:- 

Councillor McKeown from The Highland Reserve Forces and Cadet Association and 

Councillor Morgan from Monklands Area Sports Council. 

Decided: that the following appointments be made to the undernoted outside bodies:- 

OrganisationlBody RepresentativelMem ber(s) 

Highland Reserve Forces and Cadet Association 

Monklands Area Sports Council 

Councillor Griffin 

Councillor Clarke 
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Councillor H. McGuigan, having declared an interest in the following item due to his membership of 
the Board of the Scottish Prison Service, took no part in its determination. 

PRISON VISITING COMMITTEE: HMP ADDIEWELL 

16. With reference to paragraph 17 of the Minute of the meeting of the Corporate Services Committee 
held on 15 May 2008, when a recruitment process for the appointment of members to the Prison 
Visiting Committee for HMP Addiewell was noted, there was submitted a report dated 21 November 
2008 by the Head of Central Services (1) advising of the interview process for the appointment of 
members to the Prison Visiting Committee for HMP Addiewell; (2) indicating that information had now 
been received that HMP Addiewell would open on 12 December 2008; (3) reporting that the Council 
had been requested to make interim arrangements, and (4) proposing that authority be delegated to 
the Executive Director of Corporate Services, following consultation with the Convener of the 
Corporate Services Committee, to make interim appointments to the Prison Visiting Committee for 
HMP Addiewell with the situation being reviewed following the conclusion of the recruitment process. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Executive Director of Corporate Services, following consultation with the Convener of 
the Corporate Services Committee, be authorised to make interim appointments to the Prison 
Visiting Committee for HMP Addiewell, and 

(2) that the position be otherwise noted. 

The Provost being of the opinion that the following item of business was of an urgent nature, 
authorised its consideration to enable appropriate arrangements to be made and exercised his 
discretion to vary the order of business as hereinafter Minuted. 

PAY DISPUTE 2008 

17. Councillor McCabe, Leader of the Council, referred to the current dispute in relation to the pay claim 
for 2008, advised that some Councils had decided to implement the employers' side offer and that the 
Convention of Scottish Local Authorities had now issued advice to this effect, and proposed that steps 
be taken to implement the offer which had been made of 3% from 1 April 2008 and 2.5% from 1 April 
2009. 

Decided: that steps be taken to implement the offer which had been made. 

QUESTIONS RECEIVED IN TERMS OF STANDING ORDER NO. 44 

18. It was reported that in terms of Standing Order No. 44, written question have been submitted by the 
undernote Members. 

The questions and answers thereto are detailed below:- 

(1) Question by Councillor Murray 

With close co-operation between North Lanarkshire Council, the active group struggling to 
develop Cumbernauld Community Park plus the contractors working on the proposed M80, it 
has been suggested that if they were allowed to deposit 10,000 cubic metres of spoil to form 
a potential water feature in the boggy land to the south of Cumbernauld Cemetery, they would 
be prepared to build a footbridge across the M80 on the line of the old Craighalbert Road. 
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Will North Lanarkshire Council’s Planning Department approve this or suggest a better site for 
the footbridge to serve the Park and help unite both sides of the M80? 

Would a footbridge from Cumbernauld Village to Carrickstone on the site suggested by 
Cumbernauld Development Corporation before a by-pass to Cumbernauld became the then 
approved policy be more useful? 

Answer by Councillor J. Coyle, Convener of Planning and Transportation Committee 

A planning application will be required for the proposed bridge and spoil area and further 
information will be required before the Council can determine if this proposal can be 
approved. 

(2) Question by Councillor Key 

This question was withdrawn. 

(3) Question by Councillor Murray 

With the Draft Local Plan finally approved for printing and publication today and with our 
Transport Policy well overdue, when will we have a comprehensive plan for Cumbernauld 
Town Centre? These are to a certain extent dependent on North Lanarkshire Council’s 
proposals for the A801 1. This road at present hopelessly divides our town centre. 

Did not North Lanarkshire Council’s Transport Department win a public enquiry to prove that 
the A801 1 could be completely closed without any serious inconvenience? 

What is its present stance on this matter? 

Answer by Councillor J. Coyle, Convener of Planning and Transportation Committee 

The Town Centre Action Plan is reported to the Local Area Partnership. The public enquiry 
that considered the closure of the A801 1 was associated with a planning application that has 
now expired. Future proposals to close the road for development purposes will require a 
planning application supported by a transport assessment. 

(4) Question by Councillor Welsh 

In the financial year 2007-2008, how many Officers of the Council, received performance 
related pay and what are the rates associated? 

Answer by Councillor Jones, Convener of Policy and Resources (Human Resources) 
Su b-Committee 

In 2007-2008, 28 Officers of the Council received performance related pay. The rates 
associated with performance related pay were established following a review of the Pay 
Structure for Chief Officers as detailed in a report dated 30 May 2002 by the Chief Executive 
and approved by the Policy and Resources (Personnel) Sub-Committee on 13 June 2002. 
The report followed on a review of Chief Executives’ salaries at a national level and made 
recommendations on Chief Officer pay scales taking account of the Chief Executives’ salary 
review. 

Following the outcome of the national review of Chief Executives’ salaries, the agreement 
included a recommendation that each Council examine the position of other Chief Officials 
within scope of the Joint Negotiating Committee in light of the outcome of the Chief 
Executives’ review and other local factors. While a number of Councils implemented the 
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review by incorporating the full amount into basic salaries, the report submitted to North 
Lanarkshire Council recommended that 50% of the salary increase proposed would be 
incorporated into the base salary and 50% would be subject to individual assessment through 
the Chief Officers Performance Review and Development Scheme. The proportion of pay 
which is subject to performance assessment has been maintained in the implementation of 
subsequent pay awards. 

The performance related payments to Chief Officers in 2007/08 average at 92%. 

(5) Question by Councillor Murray 

In view of a national and Council priority for ecological health and economic reasons to limit 
car use when will North Lanarkshire Council's proposals for a safe lit, attractive, footpath from 
a bus stop reasonably available to most residents of Cumbernauld to our only active cemetery 
at Eastfield, be available? 

Answer by Councillor McKenna, Convener of Environmental Services Committee 

Proposals to provide a lit footpath from the bus stop to Eastfield Cemetery are currently under 
investigation as part of the planed extension to the cemetery. 

(6) Question by Councillor Welsh 

How many Officers of the Council, as per their terms and conditions, are currently entitled to 
performance related pay and detail them by title? 

Answer by Councillor Jones, Convener of Policy and Resources (Human Resources) 
Su b-Committee 

As I said previously there are 28 Officers currently entitled to performance related pay in 
accordance with their terms and conditions. Their job titles are:- 

0 Chief Executive 
0 Executive Director 
0 Assistant Chief Executive 
0 Head of Service 

(7) Question by Councillor Stewart 

Blue recycling bins: in the last year before fortnightly bin collections was introduced, how 
many tons of paper were sent for recycling? How many tons of paper were ejected because 
of contamination? Since the Council has introduced fortnightly collections for blue bins with 
mixed recycling material, how many tons of paper have been accepted for recycling and how 
many tons have been sent to the coup because of contamination? And what is the cost per 
ton to dump this contaminated waste paper product? 

Answer by Councillor McKenna, Convener of Environmental Services Committee 

The Council's original blue bin scheme resulted in 9,000 tones of paper being recycled. It has 
now forecast, that due to increased action by residents, 12,000 tones will be recycled in the 
new alternate weekly collection cycle. I can confirm that neither system has resulted in high 
levels of contamination and as a consequence no materials were directed to landfill. 
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(8) Question by Councillor McGlinchey 

Since the beginning of this financial year how many summary warrants have been served in 
error? 

Answer by Councillor Pentland, Convener of Policy and Resources (Finance and 
Customer Services) Sub-Committee 

There may be a number of reasons why a cancellation of a summary warrant may take place 
most often due to changes in Benefit entitlement. Individual reasons are not recorded on the 
Council Tax system. 

(9) Question by Councillor Adamson 

How many road closures, by ward, have there been in North Lanarkshire since May 2007? 

Answer by Councillor J. Coyle, Convener of Planning and Transportation Committee 

There is no statistical information kept on the number of closures per ward. Since May 2007, 
some 456 temporary road closures were introduced across the Council to allow road works. 
One permanent road closure was introduced under roads legislation at Gartcosh Walk in 
Bellshill to allow the construction of a roundabout and further permanent road closures were 
introduced associated with development proposals through the planning process. 

(1 0) Question by Councillor Welsh 

What is the Council's financial assessment of its potential risk with respect of Joint Boards 
and the Strathclyde Pension Fund, due to the current financial situation? 

Answer by Councillor Pentland, Convener of Policy and Resources (Finance and 
Customer Services) Sub-Committee 

The Council has recently updated its Risk Register to include the impact of the credit crunch. 

In respect of the Strathclyde Pension Fund there is a triennial review of funding levels. This 
determines the rate at which employers' contributions are set to ensure the ongoing liquidity 
of the fund. The next valuation will be effective from 1 April 2009 and indicative rates have 
already been included in the Council's financial forecasts. 

Funding for Police and Fire pensions is provided from a combination of the financial 
settlement and Council's own resources, and is fully reflected in the Council's financial plans. 

(1 1) Question by Councillor Stewart 

Since the reconfiguration of the Council publication, North Lanarkshire News, how many 
Elected Members have written columns in the publication, defined in terms of their political 
party affiliation or none? 

Answer by Councillor Robertson, Depute Provost 

A 'Convener's Column' was introduced to the new monthly editions of North Lanarkshire 
Council News in September 2008. Since then, four Convener reports have been published 
covering the Committees of Policy and Resources, Finance and Customer Services, Housing 
and Social Work Services and Regeneration. 
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These columns provide accountability to local residents, with a report from those answerable 
to local people on the performance of their area of responsibility. As well as looking at 
progress, these columns also cover areas for further improvement where appropriate 
(Leader's Column, September 2008). This aspect of the column is in direct response to 
recommendations contained in the Council's best value audit report. 

Publishing the Convener's Column is in line with the Code of Recommended Practice on 
Local Authority Publicity, issued under the Local Government Act 1986, as amended by 
Section 27 of the Local Government Act 1988, by the Department of Communities and Local 
Govern men t. 

Sections 39 and 40 of this Code determine that, in the interests of public accountability, it may 
be appropriate to give publicity to the views or actions of individual Members where it is 
relevant to their position and responsibilities within the Council. For example, the Chair - or in 
our case, the Convener - of a Committee. 

It should also be noted that every edition of North Lanarkshire News carries ward and contact 
details, as well as a photograph, of every elected Member in North Lanarkshire. Again this is 
in line with the Code of Recommended Practice. 

You may wish to note that January's Convener's Column will cover the Convener of 
Environmental Services. 

Question by Councillor McKendrick 

This question was withdrawn. 

Question by Councillor McWilliams 

Has North Lanarkshire Council's Environmental Department had an increase in reports of 
rodent infestation within premises in the last six months and if so can this be attributed to 
alternate weekly refuse collections? 

Answer by Councillor McKenna, Convener of Environmental Services Committee 

The number of rodent complaints during the period from 1 June to 26 November 2007 was 
1,935. During the comparable period of 1 June to 26 November 2008, the number of rodent 
complaints has dropped to 1,554: this represents a reduction of 19.7%. There is no evidence 
of rodent activity associated with the introduction of the alternate weekly collection system, 
which is borne out by these statistics. 

Question by Councillor Murray 

North Lanarkshire Council and Strathclyde Partnership for Transport have both decided that 
there will be no bus station for Cumbernauld. On Thursday, 21 November at approximately 
5.30 pm six Canavan buses were lined up at the North side of the town centre, endangering 
passengers leaving and alighting from other buses. This dangerous situation has existed for 
years. What action is North Lanarkshire Council Transport Department prepared to 
recommended to Strathclyde Partnership for Transport? What remedy does our planning 
department suggest for the totally unacceptable situation as the main bus station in 
Cumbernauld? 

Answer by Councillor J. Coyle, Convener of Planning and Transportation Committee 

The Council has installed additional poles to separate the bus services at the Town Centre 
bus stops. A lay-over area has been provided on Central Way and SPT officers are 
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monitoring and regulating the bus services with reports being sent to the Traffic 
Commissioner where appropriate. 

(1 5) Question by Councillor Murray 

When will North Lanarkshire Council’s well publicised policy against discrimination and its 
commitment to “value people, treat them with dignity, respect and meet their needs and work 
to the highest standards and be open and accessible” be properly brought into practice? 

For over 12 years North Lanarkshire Council has ruthlessly discriminated against old people 
in sheltered complexes and all residents in flatted property run by Social Rented Landlords by 
forcing them to pay out of rent or in factoring fees for complex or stair and close lighting while 
all lighting in similar Council properties are paid for by the general Council Tax payer. 

When will North Lanarkshire Council end this blatant discrimination? 

Answer by Councillor McCulloch, Convener of Housing and Social Work Services 
Committee 

The Council, since its inception, has embraced the principles of social justice, inclusion and 
equality as set out in our Corporate Plan and if Councillor Murray has any evidence of 
discriminatory practice he should bring this to the attention of the Chief Executive 

The Council is responsible for providing stair and close lighting within Council-owned 
properties the cost of which is grant aided assisted. The Council would lose this contribution 
if it did not fund Council-owned properties. 

Any future proposals to increase the level of budget provision within the Council’s General 
Fund Account to include properties outwith the Council’s ownership would obviously have to 
be considered along with other spending priorities as part of the budget setting process. 

(1 6) Question by Councillor Murray 

Cumbernauld is North Lanarkshire’s largest “pressured housing area”. It has an almost 
unbelievably long waiting time for people with very high priorities to obtain a house. 

Why is it then that despite countless letters and many questions the Council, despite 
numerous lengthy consultations with other interested parties, appears to have no preferred 
proposals for dealing with the acute problem of (a) the 12 high rise flats, and (b) the flats in 
Ainslie and Maclehose Road which the Council has condemned. Cumbernauld Housing 
Partnership appear to have no helpful proposals for either of these projects. 

Answer by Councillor McCulloch, Convener of Housing and Social Work Services 
Committee 

As Councillor Murray has repeatedly been advised, the Council is working closely with 
Cumbernauld Housing Partnership: Sanctuary Housing Association and the Scottish 
Government to identify a way forward for the tower blocks in Cumbernauld. 

Discussion are progressing with the Scottish Government regarding funding options to 
address this serious issue, the outcome of which will be reported to a future Housing and 
Social Work Services Committee. 

With regard to Ainslie/Maclehose Road the solution to address these defective flats is now 
well underway with the first phase of new build housing, and the Compulsory Purchase Order 
process, nearing completion. 
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Service 

Chief Executive's Office 

(1 7) Question by Councillor McGlinchey 

Number 

0 

What is the cost to the Council of serving summary warrants and demands for the 
non-payment of Council Tax in error? 

Corporate Services 

Environmental Services 

Answer by Councillor Pentland, Convener of Policy and Resources (Finance and 
Customer Services) Sub-Committee 

0 

130 

The cost of producing and posting each Notice and each follow-up is 30p 

Housing and Social Work Services 

Learning and Leisure Services 

(1 8) Question by Councillor Stewart 

2 

0 

How much, in financial terms, has the Council spent on Elected Members attending 
conferences in the last five years? How many of these conferences were outside the UK? 
And what is the number of Elected Members who have attended conferences over the five 
year period? 

Answer by Councillor Pentland, Convener of Policy and Resources (Finance and 
Customer Services) Sub-Committee 

All elected Members have a responsibility to develop their skills and knowledge often by 
attending conferences to enable them to discharge their role as a Councillor effectively. 

The Council's expenditure on Members' conferences and courses over the last five financial 
years amounted to f595,462. 

The number of courses, paid by the Council, outwith the UK over the last five years was 25. 

The Council has not separately recorded the number of Councillors attending conferences 
over this five year period. 

(1 9) Question by Councillor Adamson 

How many disciplinary proceedings, by Directorate, have been instigated against staff due to 
an absence of three or more unrelated absences? 

Answer by Councillor Jones, Convener of Policy and Resources (Human Resources) 
Su b-Committee 

In respect of the financial year 2007/08, it should be noted that, although the numbers refer to 
disciplinary proceedings that have been instigated, it does not necessarily follow that 
disciplinary action has been taken in each case. 

I Finance and Customer services 1 4 I 

1 Total Council I 136 I 
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(20) Question by Councillor J. Love 

In view of the potential effect of the recession on our capital receipts; the inability of the 
Scottish Government to produce a workable Scottish Futures Trust during the past 18 months 
and their intense dislike of PPP, should we believe that Santa will put the financial means to 
carry out our capital programme into our stockings on Christmas morning or should we ask 
the National Government to reinstate the Public Works Loan Board - if the bankers who got 
us into trouble can get help why not responsible local government? 

Answer by Councillor Pentland, Convener of Policy and Resources (Finance and 
Customer Services) Sub-Committee 

Work is currently underway to review the Council's capital investment programme for future 
years in light of the downward trend in capital receipts and will be reported to the Council in 
the next cycle. 

The Council's current borrowing needs are secured largely through the existing access to the 
Public Works Loan Board financing. 

The Council has significant capital investment needs in areas such as Schools and Roads 
Infrastructure which it is partially meeting from within its own resources. The Council would 
welcome any additional Scottish Government funding and I note the additional resources 
provided by the Chancellor in his pre-budget statement and urge these to be made available 
to the Council by the Scottish Government as soon as possible. 

(21) Question by Councillor McGlinchey 

Since the beginning of this financial year, how many Council Tax demands have been served 
in error? 

Answer by Councillor Pentland, Convener of Policy and Resources (Finance and 
Customer Services) Sub-Committee 

There are a number of reasons for amendments most often as a result of changes in benefit 
entitlement. Over the course of a year, more than 100,000 amendments are made to ensure 
records are up-to-date. 

The Council Tax system does not record the number of demands issued in error. 

The performance of Council Tax and Benefits is one of the best in the country and I would 
commend the commitment and hard work of our Council Tax and Benefit staff. 

(22) Question by Councillor Welsh 

Why does it take so long for Executive Directors and Heads of Service, to give a substantive 
reply to an Elected Member's written communication? 

Answer by Councillor Hogg, Convener of Corporate Services Committee 

I would expect all officers to reply to an elected Member as quickly as possible - and I know 
that the Chief Executive expects replies to be sent within 10 working days. Sometimes it can 
take longer to gather the information needed. I would hope that the officer would contact the 
elected Member to explain the position and keep him or her advised of progress 
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