
Item 10 

Notice of Questions Procedure - Standing Order No. 44 
Council Meeting -Thursday, 5 February 2009 

Questions to be Posed Following Ballot 

(1) In a scathing report released last month, Audit Scotland reported that much of 
the work given by local authorities to consultants could be done within the 
Council. 

What steps will North Lanarkshire Council take to curb this culture of 
consultants, and by what means, to ensure proper evaluation of best practice in 
respect to consultants vis-&vis using expertise within the Council? 

(2) What protocol was adopted in selected D. King as consultant in the appointment 
process for the Head of Corporate Communications? And was this consultation 
appointment competitively tendered? 

What has been the full cost of site investigations by URS on the chosen site for 
the proposed new campus that will incorporate the proposed new St. Ambrose 
and new Drumpark High Schools and also the new Townhead Community 
Centre on Townhead Road in Coatbridge? 

Would North Lanarkshire Council acknowledge the improvement in the service 
of Housing and Social Work Services in regards to the Service Manager, Anne 
Knight, and her staff at the Moodiesburn One Stop Shop? I would also wish to 
thank Angela O’Brien and her staff since her appointment as Service 
Co-ordinator within the Strathkelvin Ward. 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) To ask the Council how many formal complaints or allegations of bullying by 
staff has it received by Directorate since May 2003 and what action has been 
taken? 

(6) What relationship does the Improvement Service have with North Lanarkshire 
Council? Name the officers from North Lanarkshire Council on the Improvement 
Service and list positions held. 

How much does North Lanarkshire Council contribute to the Improvement 
Service and itemise how the money was spent and on what projects? 

To ask the Council what mechanisms are in place to record incidents in local 
authority schools involving weapons, in particular knives? 

(7) 

~ 

(8) 

(9) 

How many primary and how many secondary schools in North Lanarkshire 
require major restoration or replacement? 

To ask the Council if meetings of the Corporate Management Team are minuted 
and if so how can Elected Members access the information? 

(10) To ask North Lanarkshire Council what is the nature of its formal relationship 
with NL Leisure Trust and how well is NL Leisure currently performing? 

If the chosen campus site that will incorporate the new St. Ambrose and new 
Drumpark High Schools and also the new Townhead Community Centre, are 
successful in going through the planning stages, what will then be the estimated 
date of completion of the new builds? 

[II) 
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(12) In the New Civil Engineer magazine dated 29 January 2009, dealing with 
funding gap difficulties on the M80 and the M25 projects, it is clearly indicated 
that the supply of money for PFls is drying up in the present economic situation. 
The National press has also highlighted this shortage of money for PFls. The 
problems in ending parking charges at PFI hospitals has also clearly indicated 
how expensive and inflexible this financing system is. 

Is PFI likely to be a totally inadequate and expensive system for replacing or 
restoring North Lanarkshire Council’s dilapidated Primary and Secondary 
schools? 

(13) To ask how many officers of the Council have made overseas trips since May 
2007 in regard to Council business? 

To ask North Lanarkshire Council, whether it monitors the financial interests of 
senior officials and if so by what mechanism? 

(14) 

Since none of the local papers have carried a story that SNP members received 
pots of gold in their Christmas stockings; that the Leader had announced, in a 
puff of panto smoke, that the yellow brick road had really been gold but that 
Gordon brown had given it to the Bankers to save the world or that I had, in fact, 
found gold coins in my stocking but that they were only chocolate, would the 
Administration encourage the Scottish Government to talk to the Calman 
Commission and save 35,000 Scottish jobs but, more importantly, set a budget 
quickly so that we can get on with the job of working for the good of the people 
of North Lanarkshire? 

(16) Name all Elected Members and officers who attended the Learning and Leisure 
Balearic Island trip to Palma last year. What was the total cost of all expenses 
incurred including travel, accommodation and any other related expenses? 

Now that the Contract for the M80 has been finally agreed, what additional steps 
will North Lanarkshire Council’s Planning Department propose to ensure that 
Cumbernauld is a united Town across the M80, with adequate safe direct routes 
for cyclists and pedestrians? 

Has North Lanarkshire Council’s control of Campsie Centre Limited, since July 
1996, proven to be an expensive failure in planning and developing 
Cumbernauld Town Centre? In its present state when is Campsie Centre 
Limited likely to produce a comprehensive plan for Cumbernauld town centre? 

(17) 

(18) 

Is its failure, after 12 years, to produce even any acceptable proposals for the 
A801 1 through the town centre, likely to hold up the final acceptance of the new 
Local Plan? 

(19) To ask if North Lanarkshire Council maintains a register of interests similar to 
that of Elected Members for senior officials and if so how can the public access 
this information? 
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(20) On 21 February 2008 Peter D. Binks, Branch Head (Construction Transport 
Scotland) wrote to my election agent, Mr. Nick Dekker (with a copy to Mr. 
G. McKay, North Lanarkshire Council’s Head of Roads and Transportation) that 
the current estimated cost of the online M80 Project was in the range of 
€1 30m/€l50m based on the risk as currently identified. 

He claimed that the advance works and surveys were then currently ongoing. 

On Transportscotland’s website it was announced on 19 January 2009 that the 
costs have more than doubled to f320m. Why? 

North Lanarkshire Council, immediately before the very limited and restricted 
Public Inquiry, decided to support this inadequate Project. This was against all 
the previous professional engineering advice which had claimed a minimum of 
3 lanes each way was required. 

What is the Council’s current position in ensuring that:- 

(a) traffic is restricted to the same level as proposed at the Inquiry? 

(b) there is an agreed adequate nominated alternative road for 
non-motorway traffic which will act as a relief road for any hold-up in the 
motorway. Hold-ups seem to be frequent on inadequate 2 lane 
motorways? 

(c) there is minimum damage to our environment during construction? 

(d) that the work is adequately supervised and that there is no trimming or 
restriction on what was originally proposed? 

To date there appears to have been minimum supervision of the preliminary 
works being carried out (tree-felling etc.) or information given to the community. 
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