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1 Purpose of the Report 

The purpose of this report is to put forward for consideration by Members a proposal for a series of 
informative briefings for elected Members of the Council on European Affairs. These briefings are 
intended to raise awareness of key European issues for the Council, explain more fully the 
involvement of the Council with other agencies such as the West of Scotland European Consortium 
and Reti and the advantages of engagement, as well as outlining funding opportunities available to 
North Lanarkshire, and the workings of the European Union institutions. The overall purpose is to 
demystify Europe and broaden awareness and involvement in terms of European affairs and 
funding. 

2 Proposed Subject Topics for Initial Briefings 

Proposed topics for the first four briefings are outlined below for consideration as well as a 
summary of the points which would be covered within each briefing: 

Briefing 1 - European Funding Opportunities and Issues for North Lanarkshire 
0 case studies of successful projects 
0 the importance of European funding to the area as a tool of economic and social regeneration 
0 operation and distribution of the Structural Funds, Community Initiatives, and other sources of 

funding 
0 the role of Strathclyde European Partnership Ltd 
0 the forthcoming review of the Structural Funds - an overview 
0 labour market issues and equal opportunities in relation to European funding opportunities 

Briefing 2 - Key European Issues for North Lanarkshire 

0 economic and monetary union 
0 the inter governmental conference 
0 

enlargement of the European Union and anticipated impacts 

the review of the Structural Funds - analysis of the Council’s policy position current debate 

Briefing 3 - North Lanarkshire Council and its Networking Activities 
0 the West of Scotland European Consortium 

COSLA 
0 Reti (European Regions of Industrial Technology) 
0 CASTer (the Conference and Association of Steel Territories) 
0 the Assembly of the European Regions 



Briefing 4 - The Main European Union Institutions and Decision Making Procedures 
The role of: 
0 the European Commission 
0 the Council of Ministers 
0 the European Parliament 
0 

0 the Member State 
the Committee of the Regions 

3 Delivery of the Briefings 

It is proposed that the majority of the briefing work for the four subject areas proposed would be 
undertaken in house by the Chief Executive’s Department with possible external contributions, as 
appropriate, from, for example, Strathclyde European Partnership Ltd, COSLA, and elected 
Members with involvement in the networks or decision making bodies covered in the briefings. It 
would be the intention that, after a relatively brief initial presentation session, to stimulate debate, 
the majority of the briefings would consist of a two way exchange of information and question and 
answer periods, although the format would, to a certain extent, be dependent on the subject matter 
of the briefing. 

It is proposed that the briefings will take place prior to meetings of the Policy and Resources 
European Working Group and will be open for all elected Membes to attend at 2pm, with the 
meeting of the Working Group following on at 3pm. The first such briefing would take place prior 
to the next scheduled meeting of the Working Group on 17 September 1997. 

4 Recommendations 

It is recommended that the European Working Group: - 

(i) Notes and considers the report 

(ii) Agrees to the institution of a series of briefings on the topics suggested 

Local Government Access to Information Act 
For further information on this report, please contact Heather Koronka, European Co-ordination Officer, on 
01698-302270. 




