
AGENDA ITEM No I . . _ I  !2,.-- 
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Council Meeting - Thursday, 24 September 2009 

Questions to be Posed Following Ballot 

(1) Now that the full extent of the seriousness and long standing nature of the 
present financial crisis is being realised, what proposals have the professional 
and political management of North Lanarkshire Council to ensure that 
regeneration and the welfare of those in need are protected in the future years? 

Should there not be proposals for raising money for local government in 
Scotland above what we are likely to be allocated by Westminster? 

Does Westminster seem determined to waste much of the nation’s resources 
pretending to be a world power when they are now a semi-bankrupt nation of 
has beens? 

(2) At the EGM of Cumbernauld Housing Partnership, it was confirmed that it will 
take approximately 10 years to demolish the 560 flats in 12 tower blocks and to 
have them replaced with approximately 400 unsuitable 4 storey flats without lifts. 
This will cost well over f50,000,000. 

No serious work is to be undertaken to bring the many other older houses, which 
are substandard in Kildrum, The Village and Seafar etc., up to standard until the 
high rise flats are finalised. These older houses in 1996, when North 
Lanarkshire Council was being set up, attracted from North Lanarkshire Council 
a bid f 10,000,000 lower than the Scottish Development Department’s asking 
price from North Lanarkshire Council as they and Cumbernauld and Kilsyth 
District Council knew of the serious defects and need for regeneration at that 
time. 

With this knowledge North Lanarkshire Council perhaps unwisely accepted an 
additional responsibility for all housing in North Lanarkshire. This included 
ensuring that we meet the Government’s standards by 2015. 

With Cumbernauld Housing Partnership blatantly stating it will definitely not 
attempt to meet the Government’s standards by 2015 (they are relying on an 
escape clause which presumably exists for unforeseen circumstances, to avoid 
meeting their obligations). 

How does this place North Lanarkshire Council who are 100% backing 
Cumbernauld Housing Partnership’s policy on the outrageously expense and 
long delayed demolition policy. This in North Lanarkshire’s largest Housing 
Pressured Area. Are we not deliberately placing ourselves in breach of 
Government policy? 

Is our policy of ensuring that North Lanarkshire Council is quickly to be a 
desirable place to live in also in jeopardy? 

How secure is the future employment, wage increases, living standards and 
pensions of all North Lanarkshire Council staff in the future? 

How many newly-qualified teachers (ie, teachers who have just newly completed 
their probationary year) working in North Lanarkshire were offered long-term 
supply contracts immediately following completion of their probationary year 

(3) 

(4) 

(a) in Session 2008-09; 
(b) to date in Session 2009-1 O? 
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(5) How much is North Lanarkshire Council spending per capita year for security on 
measures to protect derelict buildings that are owned by North Lanarkshire 
Council? 

(6) I have been informed by local residents that the old Coatbridge High School is 
becoming a haven for vandals. What is the extent of damage that has been 
caused to the fabric of the building? 

Are responsible national papers like the Times and the Guardian correct in 
pointing out how wealthy and bright is the future of Norway, because it's 
comparable oil reserves were used to benefit its people as compared to 
Scotland? 

(7) 

Did we sit quietly back and allow half our reserves to be frittered away in 
unnecessary wars indulging in the pretence that we are still a great power? 

What guidance has the Council in place for the use of the Council's official cars 
by elected Members? 

(8) 

(9) At the Council meeting on 25 September 2008 I was told: 

(a) that the Scottish Executive made fl.1 million available to SPT 5 years 
ago to construct a temporary car park at Croy. 

(b) SPT have in addition identified f6 million funding for a permanent car 
park. 

On February 2009 we were presented with detailed plans for a permanent open 
air, ground level car park. This car park when completed was to be handed over 
to North Lanarkshire Council free of any charges. 

The present situation to put it very mildly is most unsatisfactory. 

When will this long overdue car park be started and completed? 

On 3 August, in writing I posed the following 3 questions to Mr. Paul Hughes, 
Head of Financial Services. The same 3 questions were repeated to Mr. Alistair 
Crichton, Executive Director of Finance and Customer Services on 1 September. 

(10) 

The questions related to the possible loss of many millions of pounds to North 
Lanarkshire Council by the failure of the Finance and Administrative Department 
to properly manage and monitor a longstanding lease. The questions were was 
the lease holder; 

1. 
2. 
3. 

Not constantly in breach of the planning requirements he had to fulfil? 
Constantly failing to pay the leasehold rent timeously? 
Also constantly behind with his rates liability? 

To date I have received no reply. Was the original failure maladministration and 
is the failure to reply to simple questions by a Councillor within a reasonable 
period of time further maladministration? 
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(11) At the Council meeting on Thursday, 18 June 2009, I asked the following 
question; "Is there a definite agreement that the large site now owned by 
Scottish Enterprise (and in the official statutory Local Plan classified as a high 
amenity specialised industrial site) will make a 25% contribution to affordable 
housing and make a reasonable contribution to the lack of amenities for this 
extra housing?" 

I received a very welcome and acceptable answer from Councillor J. Coyle. 

I have been subsequently told that this answer was incorrect. Though there is 
no prospect of housing being built here in the immediate future, when the 
housing is built the statutory planning gain will not be applied. Is this example of 
NLC's maladministration? 

(12) On 17 September 2009, a spokesman for Finance Secretary John Swinney told 
'The Herald' newspaper: "The total number of people employed in education in 
Scotland has increased by 1,300 since 2007." How many people were 
employed in education in North Lanarkshire (a) in 2007, and (b) currently? 

How many newly-qualified teachers (ie, teachers who have just newly completed 
their probationary year) employed by North Lanarkshire have not had their 
post-qualification, long-term supply contracts renewed before completing one 
year of continuous service 

(1 3) 

(a) in Session 2008-09; 
(b) to date in Session 2009-1 O? 

(14) North Lanarkshire Council, foolishly (even in the opinion of some Labour 
Councillors) decided on a two lane on-line upgrade of the A80 to the M80 to the 
north of Auchenkilns. 

We were promised:- 

(a) That there would always be two lanes operating on all parts during 
construction that thus hold ups would not be a daily feature. 

(b) That an appropriate designated route would be provided for 
non-motorway traffic. 

(c) That steps would be taken to ensure that traffic would be limited to 2002 
levels. 

Despite these assurances and North Lanarkshire Council officials being fully 
consulted on all changes and traffic problems why are they being blatantly 
ignored? This is clearly illustrated by the connection from the M73 to the M80. 
Can weekly reports on progress and difficulties as discussed with our officers be 
placed in the Members' Library? 

This would save time of Members and officials especially with a number of 
4 Member wards being directly involved. 
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(1 5) North Lanarkshire Council have consistently refused to press effectively the old 
Scottish Executive or the new Scottish Government to provide 2 pedestrian 
bridges that are the minimum required to keep Cumbernauld as a united town. 

At recent Council meetings we have been told that the Council will ensure that 
the new local plan will make available to the citizens to each half of the town 
convenient access to all essential facilities. 

What are North Lanarkshire Council’s proposals to achieve this? 

What are the proposals of your partners NHS Lanarkshire put forward at the full 
partnership meetings to achieve this end? 

NHS Lanarkshire received in 2008/2009, f87,543,000 to provide convenient 
suitable services for the people of Cumbernauld. 

They also received f20,756,424 for the people of Kilsyth and its associated 
villages. 

Even more is expected for 2009/2010. 

The service for Cumbernauld as a community is deplorable. 

Their service for the area to the north of the A80 is despicable. 

What new proposals have North Lanarkshire Council and NHS Lanarkshire 
included in the final draft local plan, to achieve this end, bearing in mind the 
national imperative to severely limit the use of motor cars? 

(16) How much has been spent to date by North Lanarkshire Council advertising the 
launch of the new look website on billboards across the North Lanarkshire area? 

(17) How many accidents have been caused as a direct result of advertising on 
roundabouts, and how much revenue has the advertising initiative created for 
the Council? 

(18) How many private landlords have been found to be unfit with regard to the 
National Private Landlords’ Registration Scheme over the last year? 

Is this number of unit landlords rising? 

The population of China is over 500 million, the population of India is over 300 
million, the population of Scotland is 5 million. The intelligence quota of all 
people are roughly the same. Does this mean that China will soon be producing 
100 times as many able engineers, scientists, physicians etc., as Scotland? 

How much money has the Council spent in recompensing motorists for damage 
to their vehicles caused by the Council’s poor road surfaces and potholes over 
the last 5 years? 

(19) 

(20) 

How much money has the Council set aside for 201 0 to deal with this problem of 
potholes? 

Has the Council thought of purchasing (without our partners - Amey) a 
dedicated machine which will deal with this problem as has Aberdeen City 
Council? 

(21) How much money has the Council spent on team building/morale boosting 
courses, in all Council Departments, from May 2007, to the present time? 

List all proposed future team building courses by title, venue and cost to the 
Council for 2010? 
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(22) If due to unforeseen circumstances such as a fire or flood in any of the 
Coatbridge Schools and pupils and staff had to be decanted to other buildings, 
which buildings would be used? 

How much money has the Council spent on its housing stock in Motherwell 
North between May 2007 and the present time? 

(23) 
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