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Meeting between Officials of the West of Scotland European Consortium 
and the East of Scotland European Consortium held 

on Tuesday 23rd September, 1997 at 11.00am in Motherwell Civic Centre 

Present: Cllr. H. McGuigan, North Lanarkshire 
Cllr. I. Oldfather, North Ayrshire 
Cllr. G. McGrath, Glasgow City 
Simon Darbey, North Lanarkshire 
Malcolm Leitch, WoSEC 
Karen Cochrane, WoSEC 

Cllr. N. Murray, East Lothian 
Cllr. T. Coll, Stirling 
David Hume, Edinburgh City 
Elaine Ballantyne, Edinburgh City 
Cecilia Stephens, ESEC 

Apologies: Cllr. H. Henry, Renfrewshire 

Cllr. McGuigan welcomed everyone to Motherwell Civic Centre, and Cllr. Murray extended the 
thanks of the East of Scotland European Consortium to North Lanarkshire for agreeing to host the 
meeting. 

1. Discussion on Stratepies and Workplans 

Officers from each Consortium detailed the work undertaken by their organisations to date, 
and outlined plans for future action. It was noted that many of the areas of work of both 
Consortia overlapped and the importance of communication was stressed, both between 
ESEC and WoSEC, and with other bodies in Scotland, e.g. CoSLA, Highlands & Islands, 
Scottish Office. 

2. Role of Local Government in European Issues, includinp the chanping role of Scotland 
Europa office in view of a Scottish Parliament 

Discussion took place around the changing role of Scotland Europa and it was felt important 
that the Consortia should be able to influence future plans. The role of the Committee of the 
Regions, and its representatives, was also discussed and it was felt that the role of COR 
needed to be examined with a view to making the best possible use of the expertise and 
opportunities available. It was recognised that discussions would be required with CoSLA on 
this matter to clarify the areas of responsibility. 

The relationships between each Consortium and its regional partnership, i.e. the East of 
Scotland European Partnership and Strathclyde European Partnership Ltd. were discussed. 
Members expressed a desire to increase the role of elected members within the Partnerships, 
however it was recognised that the correct mechanism required to be put in place to best 
effect this change. 
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3. Review of the Structural Funds after 19991 
Role of Local Authorities in Structural Fund Arrangements 

Members discussed the current position in relation to the review of the Structural Funds and 
stressed the need for a cohesive view to be put forward, and the benefits this could bring. 
Officers reported that work was being done with CoSLA on economic indicators to 
strengthen the Scottish case to protect funding. It was agreed that the next six months would 
be critical in terms of influencing Commission officials, and it was also felt that it would be 
beneficial to brief MPs, UK MEPs and Government officials to ensure that they fully 
appreciated the Scottish position. 

4. CorDorate Remesentation on Networks 

It was noted that ESEC are reviewing their representation on European networks, but are 
currently linked to AER, CPMR and the North Sea Commission. WoSEC are members of 
RETI and AER, with individual authorities participating in other organisation such as 
CASTer and Eurocities. 

5. WoSEC/ESEC Conferences 

Cllr. Murray invited Cllr. McGuigan to attend the ESEC conference being held in Edinburgh 
on 5th December, 1997 and Cllr. McGuigan provisionally accepted the invitation. M. Leitch 
reported that WoSEC planned to hold a conference in Autumn 1998, and that Officers would 
liaise with ESEC to ensure that there was no conflict of dates with ESEC’s 1998 conference. 

6 .  Exchange of Details of Events and Co-ordinated Visits to Brussels 

It was noted that ESEC Officials would be in Brussels from 17th-19th November and the 
possibility of a joint lobbying campaign was discussed. It was suggested that the best time to 
meet with MEPs was when they were all in Brussels and not at the Parliament in Strasbourg. 

7. Policv DaDers - ExchanPe of Ideas 

It was agreed that policy papers would be shared between the Consortia and a commitment 
was given to co-ordinating diaried events. It was also agreed that Officials of the Consortia 
should meet regularly and three meetings per year was agreed as a suitable number. 

8. Conclusions 

The following list of joint action points was agreed: 

1. To look at the implications of UK Presidency and prepare a paper 

2. To look towards joint talks with CoSLA, Highlands & Islands and other 
agencies - meeting to be arranged. 

3. To prepare a joint paper on the future of Scotland Europa 

4. To arrange a joint meeting with COR representatives - prepare paper for 
CoSLA looking at existing relationships on both national and local basis 

5 .  To look at the question of Structural Funds and opportunities for joint action 
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6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

To examine the scope for a joint visit to Brussels 

To look at liaison with local partnerships 

To consider joint representation at national level with MPs and MEPs 

To put together a programme of joint meetings ESECiWoSEC - 3 per year 

, 


