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RETI - PROGRESS REPORT 

Purpose of Report: To give a summary of RETI activities over the past three months. 
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RETI BUREAU MEETIXG - 18 SEPTEMBER 1997 

The RETI Bureau, chaired by the President, Dr. Rembert Behrendt, met in Brussels on 18th 
September, 1997. The main items of business were: 

a) the formal decision to engage the team of researchers headed by the 
European Urban Institute tc carry out the study for which the European 
Commission has agreed to pro ride cofmance; 

b) the agreement to circulate the revised version of the RETI position paper on 
the operation of the Structural Funds after 1999 for comment. All authorities 
within the Consortium were sent copies of this document; and 

c) the approval of the application for RETI membership made by the East 
Midlands Region of England. 

In addition Mr. Graham Meadows from DG X V I  gave a presentation on developments 
relating to the Agenda 2000 document. A number of points made have bczn used in the, 
preparation of the report on the reform of the Structural Funds. 

RETI STEERING GROUP ON THE STRUCTURAL FINDS - 22 OCTOBER 1997. 

The fourth meeting of the Steering Group set up by RETI on the Structural Funds took place 
in Brussels on 22 October 1997. Again this meeting was well attended, with over 50 regions 
and associated organisations being present. 

The main purpose of the meeting was to give detailed consideration to the position paper on 
the Structural Funds and to debate the numerous proposed amendments. 

Two issues in particular were the subject of lively debate but it was possible in both cases to 
secure 

a> 

b) 

agreement at the meeting on a revised wording. 

Firstly, the paper proposes a fourth Community Initiative - RESTRVCT- as 
an addition to the three suggested by the Commission in Agenda 2000. The 
RETI paper indicates that this should primarily be a fonvard looking 
initiative, the aim of which would be to help regions deal with major closures 
or sectoral crises which occur after the reference period used to assess 
eligibility under “mainstream” Objectives one and two; 

Secondly, the paper makes the point that there is little economic rationale for 
the concentration of structural fmds  to cover 3540% of the EU population 
as advocated in Agenda 2000 and that a reduction of this scale would appear 
to be too drastic. 
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2.4 At the meeting Mr. Marc Vanheukelen from Commissioner Wulf-Mathies’ cabinet gave a 
briefing on recent developments on Agenda 2000 and related issues. Some of this material 
has been used in the preparation of the report on the Structural Funds. 

3.0 RETI CONFERENCE MTD GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HALLE 10/11 SOWJIBER 
1997 

3.1 A number of related events took place in Halle, Sachsen-Anhalt on 10/11 November 1997. 

a) A conference on “Industrial Regions in a Wider Europe”. The keynote 
address was given by Commissioner Wulf-Mathies and she remained in 
Halle for the whole of the first day’s proceedings. The Conference was part- 
funded by the European Commission. 

b) A final meeting of the RETI Steering Group formally approved the position 
paper on the structural funds. This is attached at Annex 1; and 

c) RETI’s Annual General Assembly took place. The General Assembly 
endorsed the Presidency of Dr. Behrendt for a further term of 2 years and 
also c o n f m e d  Cllr. McGuigan’s position as the UK Vice President for 
another 2 year term of office. 
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4.0 CONCLUSION 

4.1 The Consortium is requested to note the matters raised in this report. 
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