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To: POLICY AND RESOURCES EUROPEAN 
WORKING GROUP 

From: CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

a. A W W A  ITEM No. ..UUWUYYI 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Subject: EUROPEANTRAINING 
PROGRAMME - UPDATE 

Date: 23 January 1998 I Ref: CE/002/005/002 

1. Purpose of the Report 

This report updates members of the Working Group on the current position within the Council 
regarding a European Training Programme for officers. 

The overall purpose of the proposed Training Programme is to increase knowledge about sources of 
European funding in North Lanarkshire, the range of projects which qualify for European funding, 
and various EU policy issues which impact on the Council and the range of services it provides. 
The aim of the training is to maximise Council awareness of EU policy issues and funding 
opportunities, in order that the Council can have as full an understanding as possible of the range of 
funding sources available from Europe, and the policies and legislation which impact upon it. 

2. Proposed Training Programme 

Last year a questionnaire was circulated to all departments regarding their European training needs. 
This has subsequently been analysed and a draft training programme worked out based around the 
responses received. 

The proposed Training Programme consists of two elements : 

0 a series of training modules covering various aspects of European funding and affairs, and 
0 a European Funding Source Book to be used by staff as a point of reference. 

3. Proposed Training Modules 

It is proposed that the first series of seminars cover issues about European funding, and applying for 
funding. Future training sessions are hoped to be developed around a number of other issues. The 
initial training modules consist of different key elements, and attempt to cover the range of issues 
hghlighted on the questionnaire returns as pertinent issues, dealing with the Structural Funds, 
Community and other Initiatives. A thematic approach has been adopted for each of these sessions. 
Alongside themed modules will be a technical module, covering all aspects of applying for 
European funding. This would, as far as possible, cover the basic elements of the process in 
applying for, and subsequently gaining, European fbnding. 
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The themes which have been identified for the funding series of seminars are as follows: 

People (including special initiatives for employment, education and vocational training); 
Business, Economic Development and Tourism; 
Information Technology; 
Environmental Issues; 
Social, Culture, Leisure and Tourism; and 
Central and Eastern European Countries. 

Modules would be run on each of the above themes, and would cover the broad range of funds 
available in each theme, along with highlighting the range and type of projects eligible for European 
funding. A diagrammatic representation of each funding module is presented in Annexe 1 attached 
to this report. 

It is proposed that delivery of the funding modules would be done by a variety of speakers, using 
both internal and external sources. Some of the training could be provided using internal contacts, 
it would also be proposed to use external speakers, drawn from organisations such as the 
Strathclyde European Partnership Ltd, COSLA, and the Scottish Office. A number of speakers for 
the training modules are in the course of being identified, along with the development of each 
training session. 

4. European Funding Source Book 

In addition to the above training modules, it is proposed to produce a European Funding Source 
Book. This would provide an ongoing reference to Europe which could be referred to as and when 
necessary. It would contain basic information about each of the Structural Funds, Community and 
other Initiatives, but would also provide an overview of current European key issues for the 
Council. The book would also be updated regularly as new programmes and policies emerge which 
affect the authority. The Source Book has been progressed quickly, in consultation with 
departments and with considerable input fiom them regarding its content. It is hoped that the 
production of the Source Book will be completed soon. A copy of what has been produced so far is 
attached at Annexe 2 to this report. This is a draft version of the proposed Source Book as it stands 
at the moment. 

c 5. Conclusion 

The proposed European Training Programme has been very positively received amongst officers in 
the Council thus far. The Source Book should be available to departments of the Council very soon 
and the delivery of the training modules should commence in the Spring dependent upon 
availability of the remaining external speakers. 
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6. Recommendations 

It is recommended that the European Working Group :- 

i) Notes the contents of the report and the current position regarding the institution of a 
European Training Programme for officers within the Council. 

ii) Agrees to the progression of the European Training Programme as outlined in the report, and 
to receive progress reports as appropriate 

Local Government Access to Information Act 
For further information on this report, please contact Alison Bennett, Assistant Policy Planning 
Officer, on 01698 302376. 
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NORTH LANAR 

EUROPEAN TRAINING 

Module 3 
Information Technology 

lnfo 2000;Fourth Research & Technological Development Framework 
Esprit; Information Society Initiative 

' E m  1 
(SHIRE COUNCIL 
?ROGRAMME PROPOSAL 

Module 6 
Central & Eastern European Countries 

Ecos-Ouverture; Phare; 
Tacis;Tempus 

Technical Module 
Applying for Funding 

General : Applying, Monitoring, Evaluating, Financial & Audit Requirements 
ERDF; ESF; Other Initiatives 

Module I 
People Projects 

European Social Fund : 
Objective 2, Objective 3, Objective 4, Rechar, Resider 

Module 1 b 
Special Initiatives for Employment, Education & Vocational Training 

Leonardo Da Vinci, Socrates, Adapt, Youth for Europe 
Employment (Now, Youthstart, Integra, Horizon) 

Module 2 
Business, Economic Development and Tourism Projects 

lnterreg IIc, European Regional Development Fund : 
Objective 2, Rechar, Resider, Retex 

~~~ ~ 

Module 4 
Environmental Projects 

LIFE (Nature & Environment); SAVE (Energy Efficiency) 
Altener (Renewable Energy); Joule/Thermie (Energy Saving) 

Module 5 
Social, Culture, Leisure & Tourism Projects 

Europe against Cancer; Health Promotion, Information & Training; Prevention of Drug Dependency 
Daphne; Media; Kaleidoscope; Raphael; Ariane; Eurathlon; Philoxenia 

L, iJ 
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Draft for Discussion 

Introduction 

Purpose and How to Use the Source Book 

When European Training was identified as something that Officers in North Lanarkshire Council 
wanted to find out about, a questionnaire was circulated to invite your views on what you wanted to 
know about Europe. Subsequent analysis of those questionnaires has resulted in a training programme 
being devised, of which this Source Book is part. 

The purpose of this book, is to provide a quick and easy means of finding information about European 
funding, and the way that the European Union works. It is intended as a supplementary measure, 
alongside the training modules which are also being run. 

The book is laid out in an easy to use way, as information changes, or is updated, new information 
sheets will be sent to you, to slot in to the appropriate section. This book is intended to be a first point 
of reference, it will outline the sources of funding available in North Lanarkshire, and is laid out in the 
same modular way that the training sessions have been organised. Please consider what section your 
project is likely to fall into, and refer to the funding sources listed there fust. 

The book does not tell you how to apply for funding, it simply describes the different sources of 
funding available, along with a brief description of other important and useful information, for 
example a description of the institutions which forms the decision making structures of the European 
Union, and a description of the United Kingdom’s role in the Union. Other sections cover current 
policy issues within the EU, which may impact on the amount of funding available, and the uses to 
which funding can be put. 

Finally, if you have any suggestions or comments on this Source Book, and ways it could be improved, 
please contact Alison Bennett, or Heather Koronka in the Chief Executive’s Department, on 01698 
302376, or 01698 302270. 

Draft for Discussion 
2710 1/98 
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Draft for Discussion 

Background to the European Union 

c 

This section provides some background information about the European Union and its relationship to 
the United Kingdom. 

The European Community comprises 15 Member States, united in an effort to safeguard peace and 
promote economic and social progress. It began with the Coal and Steel Community (Paris, 1951), 
which was soon joined by an Economic Community and an Atomic Energy Community (Treaties of 
Rome, 1957). Under the Single European Act (1986) the Community ungertook to abolish its internal 
borders. The Treaty on European Union, signed in Maastrict in 1992 and incorporating selective opt- 
outs for Denmark and the United Kingdom, created a European Union combining a Community 
moving towards economic and monetary union with intergovemmental cooperation in certain areas. 

European integration began in the aftermath of World War 11. Founding members of the Community 
first pooled their heavy industries. They then set about creating a single market in which goods, 
services, people and capital move about as freely as within one country. The process was a gradual 
one spanning 40 years and covering political and social as well as economic and trade dimensions. 

Founded by six countries in 1952 (Belgium, Germany, France, Italy, Luxembourg and the 
Netherlands), the Union was enlarged with the accession in 1973 of Denmark, Ireland and the United 
Kingdom. This was followed by Greece in 1981, and Spain and Portugal in 1986. In 1990 the Union 
welcomed the new Lander of eastern Germany, when it reunited with West Germany. Finally, in 1995 
the Union was joined by Austria, Sweden and Finland. 

Table 1 : Member States of the European Union 

I Country I Year I 
I Joined 

Belgium I 1952 

Luxembourg I 1952 
Netherlands I 1952 

Denmark 
Ireland 

Greece I 1981 

Portugal I 1986 
Spain I 1986 

Austria 
Sweden 
Finland 1995 

Source : Commission of the European Union, 1993 

The European Community became the European Union in November 1993 following the ratification of 
the Maastrict Treaty. The Maastrict Treaty strengthens the Community further, most notably by 
preparing the way for economic and monetary union (EMU) and a single currency and by giving extra 
power to the European Parliament. But Maastricht also added a common foreign and security policy 
and cooperation on justice and police affairs. The term ‘European Union’ is used to describe the wider 
Maastricht framework in which all these activities - old and new- take place. 

Draft for Discussion 
2710 119 8 
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By giving the European Parliament more power, the Maastricht Treaty increased the influence on EU 
decision-taking of the directly-elected representatives of its citizens. The Treaty also gives each citizen 
the right to petition the European Parliament. In addition, the Parliament now nominates an 
Ombudsman to handle complaints from citizens concerning possible misconduct by an EU organ in the 
execution of its duties. For the first time, citizens interests at regional level will get a full hearing in 
the institutions of the European Union through the creation of the Committee of the Regions, which 
now has to be consulted on many items of draft legislation. 

Politicians and civil servants from national administrations have important roles to play in European 
Union decision making. Both Houses of Parliament have standing committees to monitor European 
Union developments. The House of Lords devotes considerable time to European Union matters. Its 
European Communities Select Committee works through five specialised sub-committees. In the 
Commons a full debate is held before the European Council meetings so that Mps have a greater 
chance of influencing the line taken by the Prime Minister at the meeting. In addition, infonnal links 
between the House of Commons and the European Parliament are to be encouraged. 

i 

Draft for Discussion 
2710 1/98 
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ECU 
EIB 
EP 
ERDF 
ERM 
ESC 
ESF 

Acronyms and Abbreviations in the EU 

European Currency Unit 
European Investment Bank 
European Parliament 
European Regional Development Fund 
Exchange Rate Mechanism 
Economic and Social Committee 
European Social Fund 

c 

EU 
GATT 
MECU 

The European Union uses a large number of acronyms and abbreviations in referring to funding and 
EU policies. Below, are listed some of the most commonly used acronyms and abbreviations. 

European Union 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
Million ECU 

CEEC 
CIS 
COM 
COR 
COREPER 
CSF 
DG 
EAGGF 

Draft for Discussion 
27/01/98 
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Draft 

Decision Making Procedures in the EU 

Introduction 

The following outlines decision-making procedures in the European Union, along with a brief 
description of the institutions and committees which are involved in making these decisions. The 
following material has been compiled from the most up-to-date souces of material as possible, 
including the intemet, and fact sheets published by the EU. 

A number of institutions will be covered in this section. 

European Parliament; 
Council of the European Union; 
European Commission; 
European Investment Bank; 
European Economic and Social Committee; and 
Committee of the Regions 

A description of each is given, along with some key facts about the way they take decisions. There are 
several other institutions worth mentioning. 

Conciliation Committee - This is made up of members or representatives of the Council of 
Ministers or the European Parliament in equal numbers. This Committee is convened when the 
Council of Ministers and the European Parliament disagree on a proposal for legislation and 
endeavours to draw up and approve a joint text which satisfies both institutions. 
Committe of Permanent Representatives of the Member States) - This is made up of national civil 
servants and is where the initial discussion of proposals takes place between the Member States. 
Court of Justice - This rules on cases concerning the application of EU legislation. It overmlles 
national law in those areas under the EU’s competence. (Not to be confused with the Court of 
Human Rights). 
Court of First Instance - This court rules on disputes concerning the EU institutions and their staff, 
competition rules and the European Coal and Steel Community. 
Court of Auditors - Oversees the operation of the Community’s finances. 
European Ombudsman - Every citizen of each Member State is both a national and a European 
citizen. One of hisher rights as a European citizen is to apply to the European Ombudsman if 
helshe is a victim of an act of “maladminisiration” by the EU institutions or bodies. 

Draft 
27/01/98 
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European Parliament 

c 

The European Parliament is the directly-elected democractic expression of the political will of the 
peoples of the European Union, the largest multinational parliament in the world. The Parliament 
represents the 370 million citizens of the Union, its primary objectives are like any parliament, to pass 
good laws and to scrutinise and control the use of executive power. Now more than ever before it is in 
a much better position to do both because its responsibilities have been gradually widened and its 
powers strengthened first by the Single Act of 1987 and then by the Treaty of the European Union of 
1993. 

Originally, the Treaty of Rome (1957) gave the Parliament only a consultative role, allowing the 
Commission to propose and the Council of Ministers to decide legislation. Subsequent Treaties have 
extended Parliament’s influence to amending and even adopting legislation so that the Parliament and 
Council now share the power of decision in a large number of areas. 

The co-decision procedure shares decision-makmg power equally between the Parliament and the 
Council. A conciliation committee - made up of equal number of Members of Parliament and of the 
Council, with the Commission present - seeks a compromise on a text that the Council and Parliament 
can both subsequently endorse. If there is no agreement, Parliament can reject the proposal outright. 

The co-decision procedure applies to a wide range of issues such as the free movement of workers, 
consumer protection, education, culture, health and trans-European networks. Parliament’s assent is 
required for important international agreements such as the acession of the new Member States, 
association agreements with third countries, the organisation and objectives of the Structural and 
Cohesion Funds and the tasks and powers of the European Central Bank. 

The European Parliament has 626 Members which are elected every 5 years. Table 1, below shows the 
number of members each country in the Union has in the Parliament, along with the percentage of 
members for each country.. 

Table 1 : Number and Percentages of Members in the European Parliament 

Draft 
27/01/98 
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Germany, France, Italy, United Kingdom 
Spain 
Belgium, Greece, Netherlands, Portugal 

Council of the European Union 

10 Votes 
8 Votes 
5 Votes 

The Council of the European Union is normally known as the Council of Ministers, and has no 
equivalent anywhere in the world. Here, the Member States legislate for the Union, set its political 
objectives, coordinate their national policies and resolve differences between themselves and with 
other institutions. It is a body with the characteristics of both a supranational and intergovernmental 
organisation, deciding some matters by qualified majority voting, and others by unanimity, In its 
procedures, its customs and practices, and even in its disputes, the Council depends on a degree of 
solidarity and trust which is rare in relations between states. 

The presidency of the Council rotates between the Member States every six months : January until 
June, July until December. The Presidency’s role has become increasingly important as the 
responsibilities of the Union have broadened and deepened. It must : arrange and preside over all 
meetings; elaborate acceptable compromises and find pragmatic solutions to problems submitted to the 
Council; and seek to secure consistency and continuity in decision-talung, 

In the vast majority of cases (including agriculture, fisheries, internal market, environment and 
transport), the Council decides by a qualified majority vote with Member States which carry the 
following weightings laid out in table 2 below. 

Table 2 : Weighting of Votes in Council of the European Union 

I Country I Weighting 

Austria, Sweden I 4Votes 
Ireland, Denmark, Finland I 3 Votes 

I Total I 87Votes I 
Source : Europa Web Site http:/leuropa.eu.int 

When a Commission proposal is involved, at least 62 votes must be cast in favour. In other cases, the 
qualified majority is also 62 votes, but these must be cast by at least 10 Member States. In practice, the 
Council tries to reach the widest possible consensus before taking a decision so that, for example, only 
about 14% of the legislation adopted by the Council in 1994 was the subject of negative votes and 
abstentions. 

Since 1974, Heads of State or Government meet at least twice a year in the form of the European 
Council of ‘European Summit’. Its membership also includes the President of the Commission. the 
President of the European Parliament is invited to make a presentation at the opening session. The 
European Council has become an increasingly important element of the Union, setting priorities, 
giving political direction, providing impetus for its development and resolving contentious issues that 
have proved too difficult for the Council of Ministers. 

Draft 
2710 1/98 

http:/leuropa.eu.int
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European Commission 

c- 

The European Commission identifies three distinct functions, initiating proposals for legislation, 
guardian of the Treaties, and the manager and executor of Union policies and of international trade 
relationships. The role and responsibilities of the European Commission place it f d y  at the heart of 
the European Union’s policy-making process. In some respects, it acts as the heart of Europe, from 
which the other institutions derive much of their energy and purpose. 

Without the 20 men and women who are its Members and the 15000 staff who serve it, the Union 
would not work. The Council and the European Parliament need a proposal from the Commission 
before they can pass legislation. EU laws are mainly upheld by Commission action, the integrity of the 
single market is preserved by Commission policing, agricultural and regional development policies are 
sustained, managed and developed by the Commission as is development cooperation with the 
countries of Central and Eastern Europe, Africa, the Caribbean and Pacific. Research and 
technological development programmes, vital for the future of Europe, are orchestrated by the 
Commission. 

It is the 20 Members of the Commission who provide its political leadership and direction. They bring 
a powerful mix of experience to their tasks, having been members of their national parliaments or of 
the European Parliament and, in many cases, after having held senior ministerial offices in their home 
countries. They are obliged to be completely independent of their national governments and to act 
only in the interests of the European Union. Such impartiality and commitment enables the 
Commission to be an effective honest broker, mediating conflicts of interest between Member States 
when needed. 

The Commission is divided into 26 directorates-general (DGs) with an additional 15 or so specialised 
services. Each DG is headed by a director-general, reporting to a Commissioner who has the political 
and operational responsibility for the work of the DG. 

Draft 
2710 1/98 
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DIRECTORATES-GENERAL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

Draft 
27/01/98 
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European Investment Bank 

The European Investment Bank (EIB), the European Union’s financing institution, provides long-term 
loans for capital investment promoting the Union’s balanced economic development and integration. 
The EIB is a flexible and cost-effective source of fmance whose ECU 20 billion volume of annual 
lending makes it the largest of the international fmancing institutions in the world. 

In the European Union, EIB loans go to projects which fblfil one or more of the following objectives 

strengthening economic progress in the less favoured regions; 
improving trans-European networks in transport, telecommunications and energy transfer; 
enhancing industry’s international competitiveness and its integration at a European level and 
supporting small and medium-sized enterprises; 
protecting the environment and quality of life, promoting urban development and safeguarding the 
EU’s architectural heritage; 
achieving secure energy supplies. 

The Bank carries out a rigorous appraisal of each investment project, not only assessing its consistency 
with EU policies but also vetting its economic and environmental justification as well as its fmancial 
and technical viability. 

While the EU is the main focus of its activities, the ELB also helps to execute the fmancial aspects of 
the Union’s cooperation policies with non-Member states. Currently, the Bank is operating in more 
than 100 of these countries : 

0 in support of economic development projects in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe 
preparing for EU membership; 

0 in fostering cross-border infrastructure projects as well as developing the productive private sector 
in Meditteranean non-member countries; 

0 in assisting the Middle East peace process, both in the Lebanon, where the EIB supports 
reconstruction schemes, as well as in Gaza and the West Bank; 
in the 70 African, Cambbean and Pacific signatories to the Lome Convention, long standing 
beneficiaries of EIB loans, and in the Republic of South Africa since its commitment to democracy; 

0 in fmancing projects of mutual interest in such areas as technology transfer, joint ventures and 
environmental protection in Asian and Latin American countries which have signed cooperation 
agreements with the EU. 

c 

Draft 
2710 1 I9 8 
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Economic and Social Committee 

The role of the Economic and Social Committee is purely consultative; it issues opinions which reflect 
the views of a membership which is drawn from a broad cross-section of the Union’s social and 
economic life. 

Members of the Committee are drawn from a very broad range of activities in civil society. Some 
represent the employers and workers (the ‘social partners’), while the daily activities of others range 
from farming to commerce, transport to crafts, the professions to consumer protection and the 
cooperatives and mutuals sector, and from small and medium-sized enterprises to environmental 
protection. The Committees members are divided into three groups of roughly equal numbers : 
employers (Group l), workers (Group 11) and various interests (Group 111). 

The Treaty obliges the Commission and the Council to ask the Committee for its opinion on certain 
legislative items and leaves them free to choose whether or not to do so on others. However, since 
1972, the Committee has had the right to issue opinions on any matter of Community interest. 

Given the involvement of its members in the Union’s daily economic life, the Committee is well 
qualified to contribute directly to the growth and development of the single market. At the request of 
the European Parliament, the Commission and the Presidency of the Council, it exercises a continuous 
overview of the internal market and draws attention to malfunctions. Twice a year, it organises s 
‘Single Market Forum’ which brings together a network of correspondents in the Member States to 
review developments. 

Draft 
2710 1/98 
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Committee of the Regions 

The Committee of the Regions (COR) was established by the Treaty of European Union to give 
regions and local authorities a means of influencing the development of European policies of direct 
interest to them. 

With few exceptions, the advisory assembly’s 222 members are directly elected regional or local 
politicians - among them minister-presidents and regional presidents, burgomasters, mayors and city 
and county councillors. Through their opinions, these members bring about their knowledge of daily 
life in Europe’s cities and regions and their concrete suggestions on improving EU policies to other 
EU-institutions in Burssels. 

The Treaty on European Union specially requires the consultation of the Committee of the Regions in 
the fields of trans-European networks, public health, education, youth, culture and economic and social 
cohesion. The COR may also take the initiative to give its opinion in other areas that affect the cities 
and regions. 

The Committee, whch holds five plenary sessions a year in Brussels, has adopted 80 opinions since its 
first plenary session in March 1994. These have dealt with subjects such as urban land-use policy, the 
Structural and Cohesion Funds, the information society, drought problems in southern Europe, and the 
development of trans-European transport, energy and telecommunications networks. 

A common theme running through many of the Committee’s opinions has been that local and regional 
authorities should get involved - from the very beginning - in the development of EU policies and 
programmes that concern them or that they will be asked to implement. 

c 

Draft 
2710 1/98 



84 

Draft 

Competition Policy 

There would be little point in a single market if competition between companies from different 
Member States could be limited by cartels and restrictive agreements. These would be bound to deny 
the consumer the full benefits of healthy, competitive markets which are generally a wider choice of 
goods and services available at the lowest possible prices. Competition encourages suppliers to be 
concerned about quality, innovation and consumers’ needs. 

While Member States have their own authorities to enforce national competition laws, it is the 
Commission which policies the single market to ensure its’ benefits reach the ordinary citizen. It has 
very extensive powers to investigate possible breaches of the competition laws and since 1989 has also 
been authorised to scrutinise block large-scale mergers. 

Legal supervision of the Commission’s actions belongs to the European Court of Justice and the Court 
of First Instance which deal with actions brought against the Union’s institutions over competition 
rules and other issues. 

In many instances, competition policy cases are resolved by voluntary policy changes by the countries 
or companies concerned. In other cases the Commission finds in favour of the accused or it finds the 
case proved, and orders policy changes or imposes fines, which were as much as ECU 75 million in 
one celebrated 1992 case. 

Competition rules are set out in Articles 37 and 85 to 94 of the Treaty on European Union and Articles 
4 and 65 to 67 of the European Coal and Steel Community Treaty. With limited staff and a heavy case 
load, the Commission is seekmg to make competition policy more effective, transparent and 
decentralised by encouraging the implementation of Articles 85 and 86 (cartels and dominant position) 
at a national level. Directorate General IV is responsible for competition policy. 

The Commission has wide powers of investigation. Its staff can visit companies without warning to 
demand access to documents. It holds hearings with the companies concerned to establish the facts of 
the case before giving its verdict. Where anti-competitive behaviour has been established, the 
Commission can impose fines of up to 10% of annual turnover. 

Companies may appeal against decisions to the Court of Justice, which sometimes reduces fines on 
appeal, EU competition law takes precedence over national law and is directly applicable in Member 
States. 

Businesses and individuals believing themselves to be victims of infringements of competition rules 
can bring actions directly before national courts. 

Draft 
27/01/98 
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Economic and Monetary Policy 

c 

c. 

The economies of the EU’s Member States are becoming extraordinarily intertwined thanks to the 
single market. More than 60% of their trade is with each other, their companies are linked by a myriad 
of joint ventures, common ownerships and cooperation agreements, their banks, insurance companies 
and accountancy firms can cooperate freely across national borders and ordinary citizens can open 
bank accounts in any Member State and move capital around the Union as they wish. 

But the full benefits of economic integration - faster economic growth, better job creation and wider 
choice for consumers - are still not being delivered to citizens as well as they should be. Part of the 
reason is the existence of 15 different currencies. Despite the success of the European Monetary 
System in promoting currency stability since 1979, events in 1992 and 1993 demonstrated that 
currencies are always vulnerable to sudden and disruptive movements. 

Instability discourages investment partly because currency markets tend to ‘overshoot’ and fix values 
either higher or lower than is justified by real economic circumstances. Europe’s many currencies tend 
to increase the costs of travel and tourism and are a financial burden to companies which operate in 
more than one Member State. Nor is it easy to make a comparison between prices in these countries 
which means that the consumer is not greatly encouraged to buy in the cheapest market. 

The Treaty has already transformed economic policy coordination between Member States. During the 
Community’s first 35 years, coordination was more virtual than real; the Commission analysed the 
economic situation and produced its policy recommendations. The Council of Economics and Finance 
Ministers (EcoFin) discussed these reports but each Member State was entirely free to determine its 
own priorities. 

Now, they are steering their economies towards common objectives, partly because that is the best way 
to prepare for EMU and partly because they know that fmancial markets punish countries whose 
policies are not particularly sound. Currencies are driven downwards and interest rates upwards - 
penalties which can damage prospects for lasting economic growth and job creation. 

The coordination of Economic Policy has several strands : 

1, Multilateral Surveillance - The Council and the Commission set economic policy guidelines for the 
Member States. The Treaty now requires Member States to regard their economic policies ‘as a 
matter of common concern’ and to coordinate them within the Council of Ministers. The policy 
framework is established at the highest political level of the Union - the Heads of State or 
Government meeting as the European Council. 

2. Multilateral Surveillance - The Council and the Commission police Member States’ Budgetary 
Policies. In order to qualify for membership of EMU, the Treaty requires Member States to aim for 
certain targets for their budget deficits, public debt, inflation, and interest rates and exchange rates 
are crucially influenced by the size of budget deficits, special surveillance procedures are applied 
by the Council and the Commission. These are not unlike those outlined above for macroeconomic 
policies, including making recommendations public, except that the European Council has not 
direct role. 

Commission and the European Monetary Institute (EMI) will establish in 1996 and 1997 reports on 
the progress made in the fulfilment by the Member States of their obligations regarding the 
achievement of economic and monetary union. 

financial integration was a key part of the single market programme. The liberalisation of financial 
services was a particularly important objective because of their size, rapid, growth and the 
effectiveness of national protection. 

3. Convergence Criteria. In view of the assessment of the convergence progress, the European 

4. Financial Integration. Dismantling the many national rules and regulations which were a brake on 

Draft 
2710 1 I98 
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Social Policy 

Europe’s model of social welfare has done much to maintain social harmony and peace over the last 
half century. Its preservation remains a top priority for the Union and its Member States, despite the 
downward pressure on costs and social spending imposed in part by global competition. These have 
intensified during a period in which rising unemployment and an ageing population are making greater 
demands than ever before on budgets in the Union. 

Social policy development at Community level was not a high priority for the Six Member States in the 
first 12 years or so of the EC, and the only real activity was coordinating social security systems for 
migrant workers exercising their Treaty-given right to freedom of movement. 

Concern that harmonisation of health and safety regulations could lead to a decline in some national 
standards led to changes in the Treaty’s provisions through the Single European Act in 1987. This said 
that harmonisation should be based on a high level of protection, and if a measure threatened a decline 
in its national standards a Member State would not be required to apply it. 

In 1989 the Commission adopted its second social action programme to implement the objectives of 
the Community Charter of Fundamental Social Rights of Workers and to develop the social dimension 
of the single market. The Charter had listed 47 actions to be taken at the Union level - about half of 
them needing legislation. The programme pointed to further health and safety initiatives, the 
protection of the right to join or not to join a trade union, setting a maximum for working hours and 
establishing the right to participation for workers in companies. 

In April 1995, the Commission adopted its third action programme since the 1970s, this time covering 
the period of 1995-97. It had three main messages. Social policy was at the heart of the process of 
European integration. The extent of socio-economic change required a dynamic and flexible European 
vision. And social and economic policy needed to be more closely aligned. The new social action 
programme put forward an ambitious plan for action in the social field, covering employment, 
legislation, equality of opportunity for women, the idea of a society that belonged to all its citizens and 
the need for studies and research in the social area. 

Because the British government, refused to endorse the “social chapter”, it was attached as a protocol 
to the Treaty and excluded Britain from its effect. In a unique development, it was agreed that the 11 
could use the Community institutions - without the participation of the UK - to achieve their growing 
ambitions for social policy. 

The Agreement on Social Policy adopted by 11 Member States, introduced a number of new 
possibilities for the development of the social dimension. It stated that the 11 Member States wanted 
to continue along the path laid down in the 1989 Social Charter and provided for the adoption by 
qualified majority of measures in areas such as conditions at work, consultation on workers and so on. 
The Agreement also set out a more highly-defined process for the consultation of the social partners in 
the preparation of proposals for social legislation. For the first time it gave them the option of reachmg 
European-level contractual agreements which could take the place of legislation. 
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Envi ro n men t Pol i cy 

c 

Pollution is no respecter of national borders : it carries on the wind and water and damages 
environments far distant from its point of origin. That is why the Union’s policy in this area has 
greatly developed in the last two decades and that is why global agreements on environmental 
protection are now part of the international agenda. Aiming at a high level of protection, the Union’s 
current policies extend far beyond air and water quality to include the protection of soils, habitats and 
fauna and flora, and the conservation of wild birds. 

When the Treaty of Rome was written in 1956-57, its authors saw no need to provide for a common 
policy on the environment because they did not perceive any common threat. It was not until October 
1972 that a conference of Heads of State or Government insisted that a common policy was neede, and 
since then more than 200 items of Union legislation on the environment have been enacted. These are 
the products of action programmes whch the Council of Ministers has been endorsing since 1973. 

Environment policy was built into the Treaty by the Single European Act of 1987 and its scope was 
extended by the Treaty on European Union of 1992. This allowed the use of majority voting on 
environmental legislation and introduced as a principle of Treaty law the concept of sustainable growth 
which respects the environmeqt. While leaving plenty of scope for national action and allowing 
Member States to take even tougher protection measures that those agreed at Union level, the Treaty 
says that Union policy should contribute to the pursuit of : 

0 preserving, protecting and improving the quality of the environment; 
0 protecting human health; 
0 ensuring a prudent and rational utilisation of natural resources; 
0 promoting measures at the international level to deal with regional or worldwide environmental 

problems. 

Union legislation has mainly covered the following areas : 

0 Water pollution; 
0 Atmospheric pollution; 
0 Noise; 
0 Chemical Products; 
0 Waste disposal; and 
0 Nature protection. 

c. 
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West of Scotland European Consortium 

With the disappearance of Strathclyde Regional Council in April 1996, the regional element of the 
West of Scotland in Europe was lost. The West of Scotland European Consortium (WOSEC) was 
formed in response to this problem, as a Joint Committee of 13 Local Authorities in the West of 
Scotland to further develop positive links with the communities and institutions of the European 
Union. 

Covering a geographically diverse region stretching from the border with England in the south to the 
Western Highlands and Islands in the north, the area covers a wide diversity of urban, rural and 
industrial areas particularly in the Clydeside Conurbation. 

The objectives of WOSEC are : 

1. To seek to influence the development and implementation of European policies, programmes, 
directives, regulations, legislation etc. in the interests of the communities of the West of Scotland. 

2. To disseminate information about European policies, programmes, legislation etc., and promote 
amongst Member Authorities the adoption of a European dimension to relevant policies and plans. 

3. To maximise the benefits of European Union financial assistance to the West of Scotland and 
encourage the development of appropriate proposals, amongst Member Authorities, individually 
and jointly. 

4. To represent the interests of the West of Scotland through membership of appropriate European 
networks and other appropriate associations. 

5 .  To facilitate co-operation amongst Member Authorities on European issues and take such 
initiatives as may be agreed to serve the common aims of the Member Authorities. 

The Consortium will play a key role in shaping the future priorities and plans for European funds 
acting together with its partners locally and in Europe. It will also play an active role in a wide range 
of networks including the Committee of the Regions, the Assembly of European Regions, the Regions 
Europeanes de Technologie Industrielle, Eurocities and the Conference and Association of Steel 
Territories. 

The Member Authorities of WOSEC are : 

Argyll and Bute; 
East Ayrshire; 
East Dunbartonshire; 
East Renffewshire; 
Dumfries and Galloway; 
Glasgow; 
Inverclyde; 
North Ayrshire; 
North Lanarkshire; 
Renfrewshire; 
South Ayrshire; 
South Lanarkshlre; and 
West Dunbartonshire. 

Councillor Hany McGuigan is Chairman of WOSEC, as such the offices of the secretariat are based 
here in North Lanarkshire Council. Malcolm Leitch and Karen Cochrane can be contacted on 01 698 
3 025 90. 
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Association of European Regions of Industrial Technology 
(RETI) 

North Lanarkshire Council is a member of RETI, which was founded in 1984 in order to : 

0 improve the image of regions undergoing industrial regeneration; 
a represent the interests of these regions to the institutions of the EU; 

reinforce co-operation between member regions. 

Since then RETI has undertaken an active programme of addressing particular problems of industrial 
change in Europe, within the framework of Regional, Research and Development, Innovation and 
Environmental policies. These efforts were involved in the first reform of the Structural Funds in 1988 
when the problems of industrial change became a particular objective of Structural Fund development 
for the first h e .  

The aims and priorities of RETI are : 

c 
The funding priorities of the industrial regions need to be voiced effectively during this particularly 
decisive phase of European integration, and in this context their participation within the debate on 
the Reform of the Structural Funds will be crucial; 
The industrial competitiveness of Europe must be maintained and strengthened; 

0 Europe must be mobilised more decisively against mass unemployment; 
0 Industrial regions must have available the appropriate means to face the impact of the globalisation 

of production. 

RETI has around 23 Member Regions throughout Europe and the backing of many more. The 
organisation undertakes information research, effective and informative lobbying, and very closely 
influences the development, evaluation, and implementation of EU policies alongside the European 
Commission. 

The Council has representation through Councillor McGuigan at RETI decision making meetings. 
RETI is an invaluable and cost effective tool for the Council to ensure its views are represented at the 
highest possible level to influence policy and legislation and thereby maximise benefits to the North 
Lanarkshire area. 

c 
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Conference and Association of Steel Territories 
(CASTer) 

CASTer was established in 1995 with the following aims : 

0 to promote an integrated programme of inter-regional cooperation on economic regeneration 
matters; 

0 to facilitate the exchange of information on policy, programmes, and implementation between steel 
areas in receipt of European Union Resider I1 funding, for which part of North Lanarkshire is 
elgible; 

0 to influence broader decision making processes and policies across the European Union, the 
European Coal and Steel Community, the European Parliament, Trades Unions, and Manufacturers. 

North Lanarkshire Council is a member of of the Steering Group which forms part of the CASTer 
Network, the Council is represented by Councillor Harry McGuigan. 

CASTer’s work has been of a high profile and widely recognised by the European institutions 
following its study comparing the strategic approach to economic restructuring in several member 
regions and the importance of continuing EU funding to areas undergoing industrial restructuring. The 

Structural Funds. 

/ 

?\ results of this study led CASTer to refocus its efforts on influencing the current review of the 
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Convention of Scottish Local Authorities 
(CoSLA) 

The overall aim of CoSLA, as identified in its Strategic Plan is, “To represent the collective interests of 
Scottish local govemment at European and international levels and serve the needs of member 
councils.” 

In relation to European and International Affairs, its specific objectives are : 

0 To contribute to the development and implementation of EU policies and EU funding programmes 
to the benefit of Scottish local government; 

0 To secure the influence and raise awareness of Scottish local government in European and 
international organisations and networks; 

0 To ensure that Europe is fully taken into account across all the activities of CoSLA and its member 
councils; 

0 To provide advice, information and training support to member councils to enable them to benefit 
from and respond to developments in European policy and programmes. 

The European and International Affairs Team at CoSLA is responsible for the coordination of activities 
to deliver the above objectives this includes the coordination of the ESF and EU Programme Initiatives 
and on the development of international links and twinning with member councils. 

c 
CoSLA has an important role to play in terms of Scottish representation in Europe. CoSLA is the 
Sector Coordinator for ESF and EU Employment Programme Initiatives. This includes coordinating 
the applications from Scottish local authorities, representation on the national (UK) programme 
committee and the Scottish Regional Coordinating Group processing applications from the Scottish 
Office, and Department for Education and Employment. 

Furthermore, one of the objectives of the European and International Affairs Team in CoSLA is to 
provide advice on policy and intelligence and to promote co-operation with local authorities in other 
Member States and non-EU states and participation in transnational programmes and links. The Team 
links with other EU member state regional offices and national associations of local government in 
order to gather information on EU policy matters and to co-ordinate efficient lobbying when 
appropriate. 

North Lanarkshire Council is represented in this process and makes a contribution towards the 
discussions which take place and the decisions which emerge. This is done primarily through the 
European Coordinators Network. However, CoSLA also publish discussion and position papers which 
North Lanarkshire Council then responds to. 
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Information Technology Projects 

lnfo 2000 

The objective of Info 2000 is to stimulate the development of the European multimedia industry by 
developing new products and services and stimulating user demand for multimedia. 

There are four activities covered : 

0 stimulating demand and awareness raising; 
0 exploiting public sector infornation in Europe; 
0 enhancing the value of multimedia resources; and 
0 programme support 
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arch and Technological Development and Demonstration Progr 

I n f o rma t i on Tec h no I og y P roj ec t s 
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Fourth Research and Technological Development Framework 

The Fourth Framework Programme concentrates on research themes which are likely to have a 
significant economic and commercial impact and which meet genuine econo& and social needs. it 
focuses actions on a number of research areas, under four headings. Firstly, research and 
demonstration programmes; secondly, international co-operation; thirdly, dissemination and utilisation 
of results; and fmally the training and mobility of researchers. The breakdown of funding under the 
Fourth Framework is as follows : 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 

Information Tech&ogies 
Telematics Applications 
Advanced Communication Technologies 
Industrial and Materials Technologies 
Standardisation, measurement and testing 
Environment and Climate 
Marine sciences and technologies 
Biotechnology 
Biomedicien and health 
Agriculture and fisheries 
Non-nuclear energy : clean and efficient energy technologies 
Nuclear Fission safety 
Controlled thermonuclear fusion 
Transport 
Targeted socio-economic research 

ACTION 2 Cooperation with third countries and international organisations 
ACTION 3 Dissemination and exploitation of results 
ACTION 4 Stimulation of the training and mobility of researchers 

Total 

nnes 
2057 

898 
67 1 

1818 
307 
907 
243 
588 
358 
728 

1067 
44 1 
895 
256 
147 

575 
352 
792 

13100 

Successful applicants must always involve the trans-national co-operation of partners in at least two 
Member States and include collaboration between academic and industry/private research 
organisations. 

c. 
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Information Technology Projects 

There are three research domains identified as priority in this programme. They are : 

0 software technologies providmg reliable, correct and user fnendly software; 
technologies for Information Technologies components and subsystems where research into 
components such as integrated microsystems and flat screens is aimed at building a competitive 
European industry; and 

0 multi-media systems aimed at creating, maniQulating and storing multi-media information. 
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Information Technology Projects 

Information Society Initiative 

The EU has created a regulatory and legal framework to support the development of the Information 
Society (addressing issues lrke telecom liberalisation, interconnection, standards, copyright, privacy, 
encryption, intellectual property rights, media ownership); the support for the development of 
infrastructure, applications, and services; social, the societal and cultural aspects and promotional 
activities for improving the citizens’ awareness of the possibilties and implications of the emerging 
technologies. 

To support the work and development in these areas the Commission has established several 
programmes and initiatives contributing to the development of the Information Society. The projects 
and initiatives financed cover many areas of the Information Society and range from basic research 
projects to awareness actions, each contributing to a better European position in terms of 
competitiveness and in the overall understanding of the implications, risks and opportunities the 
development of the Information Society will bring for the future. 
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Environmental Projects 

The LIFE programme funds innovative projects for the protection of the environment. The original 
programme ended in 1995 and LIFE I1 has been adopted for 1996-1999. 

Under LIFE I1 funding is allocated to : 

1. Nature Conservation, particularly the implementation of the Natura 2000 European network; 
2. Other environmental measures including strengthening the link with the structural funds, and 

support for projects which incorporate environmental factors into regional planning and 
development, and into industrial activities; 

3. Assistance for the Meditteranean and Baltic countries; 
4. Promotion and dissemination of information. 

Projects have to be innovative, have re-usuable results, respond to the polluter-pays principle, and 
include the dissemination of results. 
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Environmental Projects 

SAVE II 

SAVE is an acronym for Special Actions for Vigorous Energy Efficiency. The programme promotes 
energy efficiency in the EU. The programme encompasses a number of acitivities including sectoral 
pilot projects, exchange of experience activities, energy management actions at regional and urban 
levels. 

The programme mns from 1996 to 2000. 

c. 
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Environmental Projects 

ALTEN ER 

ALTENER is the European programme for the Promotion of Renewable Energy Sources. The overall 
objective of the ALTENER programme is to reduce the European Union’s carbon dioxide emissions 
by 180 million tonnes by the year 2005 through the development of renewable sources of energy. 

There are four categories of actions : 

1. studies and technical evaluations for defining technical standards or specifications; 
2. measures to support Member States’ initiatives including training and information activities, and 

sectoral actions; 
3. measures which foster the creation of an information network to promote better co-ordination; 
4. studies and evaluations aimed at assessing the technical feasibility of the industrial exploitation of 

biomass for energy purposes. 
i. 

I , 
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Environmental Projects 

THERMIE II 

THERMIE I1 is aimed at supporting projects for demonstrating the economic and industrial viability of 
a first commercial-size energy technologies project in a country or region or of a technology which has 
not yet been introduced on the market in the same economic conditions, and for disseminating 
mformation with a view to their broader utilisation and promoting results of similar projects about 
new, clean and efficient ways of using and producing energy and at assisting their penetration on 
markets of third countries through energy technology transfer and industrial cooperation. 

The programme is defined to face the problems relating to the utilisation of energy technologies such 
as the rational management of energy resources (for example energy savings in the buildings and 
industry), the security of the European Union’s long-term energy supply, the clean use of coal and 
other fossil fuels, the diversification of energy supply and the development of regional energy 
resources. 

c 
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Social, Culture, Leisure & Tourism Projects 

Public Health Programmes 

Public Health Programmes are aimed at maintaining a high level of health protection in the Member 
States. Fields of activity covered include cancer, AIDS, drug addiction, nutrition, tobacco and alcohol 
consumption. Applications for projects take place twice a year, with deadlines for submission of 
completed application forms of 15 March and 15 September, for finding for the the following year. 

Cancer 

This programme is part of the framework programme for public health. The specific measures to be 
funded include : 

Data collection and research; 
Information and health education; 
Early detection and screening; 
Training and quality control. 

The programme runs from 1996-2000. 

AIDS 

The specific measures to be funded under this part of the framework for public health are : 

0 Combating transmission; 
Information, education and training; 

Surveillance and monitoring of communicable diseases; 

Support for persons with HIV/AIDS and combating discrimination. 

Health Promotion 

This programme is also part of the framwork programme for public health. The specific measures to 
be funded include : 

0 Health promotion strategies and structures; 
0 Specific prevention and health promotion measures; 
0 Health information; 
0 Health education; 
0 Vocational training in public health and health promotion. 

Drug Dependency 

The EU programme on drug dependence covers the use of narcotics, alcohol, pharmaceuticals and 
addressing issues such as co-ordinated transnational actions to raise public awareness (eg European 
Drug Prevention Week), the linkages between drugs and social issues (ie identification of target groups 
: unemployed people, migrants, young people; and target environments : eg prisons). The EU will also 
give funding for the social rehabilitation of drug users. 

4 
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Social, Culture, Leisure & Tourism Projects 

Media I I  

MEDIA I1 is an acronym for Measures to Encourage the Development of the Audiovisual Industry. 
The aim of the programme is to create an environment within which the European film and television 
industries can flourish. MEDIA I1 consists of two main sub-programmes : 

0 MEDIA I1 - development and distribution : improving the development opportunities for drama, 
animation and documentaries; improving the distribution of European works; improving the 
circulation of television programmes; promoting access for independent productions. 
MEDIA I1 - training : support for training of media professionals in economic and commercial 
management and new technologies. Support for networking between training establishments. 

c 
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Social, Culture, Leisure & Tourism Projects 

Kaleidoscope 

Kaleidoscope provides fmancial assistance for the organisation of a wide variety of innovatory artistic 
and cultural events which have a European dimension. Its objective is to promote howledge and 
dissemination of the various cultures and cultural life of the European peoples. 

The programme supports primarily innovatory cultural events with a European dimension, the mobility 
and training of performing artists and cultural cooperation across the European Union. 

Projects and events should involve partners from at least 3 Member States. They must be of European 
interest, be high quality, innovatory or exemplary and have the potential for lasting cooperation. The 
programme will not support projects of a purely national or bilateral nature. 
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Social, Culture, Leisure & Tourism Projects 

Raphael 

Raphael is the programme for promoting cultural heritage, which takes under its wing the support for 
architectural heritage. It aims to contribute to the development and promotion of cultural heritage in 
Europe, to encourage cooperation and pooling of expertise, and improve access to supply of 
information on cultural heritage. 

The programme consists of 5 types of action: 

1. the development and promotion of cultural heritage; 
2. networks and partnerships; 
3. access to heritage; 
4. innovation, further training and professional mobility; 
5. cooperation with third countries and international organisations. 
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Social, Culture, Leisure & Tourism Projects 

Ariane 

Ariane is concerned with books and reading. The programme aims to promote knowledge of European 
artistic and literary creation through translation. It takes on board the various smaller programmes 
which have been developed over the years such as the literary and translation prizes. 

Ariane covers : 

translation grants for works of literature and reference works; 
grants for the translation of works of drame with a view to wider dissemination through public 
performances; 
development of networks and partnerships to support translation; 
encouraging cooperation between publishers at European level; 
training of literary translators and related research; 
cooperation with non-member countries. 
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Social, Culture, Leisure & Tourism Projects 

Eurathlon 

Eurathlon is the EU programme which provides funding for sports meetings and exchanges. It is open 
to activities involving partners (public authorities, sports federations, public or private organisers) from 
at least three Member States, while participation from the acceding countries and Central and Eastern 
European countries is also welcome. The programme covers : 

0 exchanges between European citizens; 
0 campaigns which encourage public participation in sport; 
0 sporting activities with a social purpose; 
0 training for athletes and others actively involved in sport, for example managers, trainers and 

referees, as part of joint training schemes. 

Account will be taken of the quality and originality, innovative or trend-setting measure of the activity, 
European dimension, encouraging the broadest possible participation and involvement by ordinary 
people form at least three Member States, public response and interest. 

c 
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Social, Culture, Leisure & Tourism Projects 

P hiloxen ia 

Philoxenia is the multi-annual programme for European tourism. Philoxenia, which means 
‘hospitality’ in Greek, aims to stimulate the quality and competitiveness of European tourism in order 
to contribute to growth and employment. The general objectives are : 

1. the improvement of knowledge in the field of tourism by developing tourism related information, 
pooling tourism information from other sources and facilitating the assessment of EU measures 
affecting tourism; 

2. the improvement of the legislative and fmancial environment for tourism by reinforcing 
cooperation with Member States, the industry and other stakeholders; 

3. the increase of quality of European tourism by promoting sustainable tourism and removing 
obstacles to tourism development; 

4. the increase of the number of visitors from third countries by promoting Europe as a tourist 
destination. 

k t 
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Social, Culture, Leisure & Tourism Projects 

DAPHNE 

The DAPHNE initiative aims to combat violence against children, young people and women. The 
programme will support training and exchanges (eg in legislation, court procedures, psychological care 
etc.), pilot projects, European networks (involving NGOs and private associations), studies and 
research, information dissemination, and cooperation between NGOs and public authorities (addressing 
law enforcement and 
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Central and Eastern European Countries 

ECOS-Ouverture 

ECOS-Ouverture are Article 10 funded networks to assist the local, regional and city authorities in the 
EU establish contact and develop cooperation with their counterparts in Central and Eastern Europe. 
Funding is available for transnational partnerships concerning activities such as the exchange of 
experience, training officers and elected members and seminars on topics such as local democracy, 
transport, environmental protection, urban planning and social policy. 

Projects must involve at least two local or regional authorities fiom areas eligible under Objectives 1, 2 
and 5b and one Central and Eastern European local or regional authority from Hungary, Bulgaria, the 
Czech Republic, the Slovak Republic, Albania, Poland, Romania, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania or 
Slovenia. 
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Central and Eastern European Countries 

TACIS 

TACIS provides technical assitance and economic assistance to the countries of the former Soviet 
Union. Its aim is to support the partner countries’ initiatives to develop societies based on political 
freedom and economic prosperity. 

The overall priorities are : 

0 restructuring of state enterprises and private sector development; 
0 building an effective food production processing and distribution system; 
0 developing energy, transport and telecommunications infrastructures; 
0 nuclear safety, environment, public adrmnistration reform., social services and education. 

TACIS provides know-how for policy advice, advisory and consultancy teams, training and studies. It 
helps develop new legal and regulatory frameworks, new and reformed institutions, non- 
governemental organisations. It provides support for establishmg partnerships and networks, twinning, 
pilot projects and framework programmes. There are a number of specific programmes funded under 
TACIS such as the LIEN (Link Inter European NGOs) programme. The main objective of the LIEN 
programme is to stimulate intiatives in favour of disadvantaged groups of the population such as 
women, the elderly, street children, unemployed, disabled, drug addicts etc. 

Eligible countries are : Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, 
Mongolia, Russia, Tadjikistan, Turemenistan, Ukraine, and Uzbelustan. 



110 

Draft 

Central and Eastern European Countries 

PHARE 

PHARE provides technical assistance and economic assistance to the countries of Central and Eastern 
Europe, excluding the former Soviet Union. Typical areas of priority are agriculture, industry, 
investment, energy, training, environmental protection, trade and services. PHARE funds technical 
assistance, studies, training projects, supplies and financial assistance. 

The LIEN programme outlined on the TACIS sheet is also part of the PHARE programme. The 
Democracy Programme is also funded under PHARE. It aims at assisting the development of civil 
society, particular democratic principles based on multi-party systems human rights, the rule of law 
and economic freedom. 

Eligible countries are Albania, Bulgaria, Bosnia-Hercegouina, Czech Republic, Estonia, Fyrom, 
Hungary, Lawia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovak Republic, and Slovenia. 
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Central and Eastern European Countries 

TEMPUS 

TEMPUS is the Trans-European Mobility Scheme for University Studies. The programme is intended 
to enable higher education institutions in EU countries to cooperate with their counterparts in Central 
and Eastern Europe in meeting their vocational training needs and in providing student mobility. 

There are two programmes TEMPUS (TACIS) and TEMPUS (PHARE) applying to the two different 
groups of countries. Financial support is given to Joint European Projects, mobility grants for staff and 
students and complementary actions. 
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