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1 Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to update members of the Working Group on the next edition of Europe 
Matters, the Council’s European Newsletter. This is due for publication in September. 

2 Europe Matters 
0 - 

Europe Matters is the Council’s European Newsletter. Two issues of this have been published thus far, both 
of these have been very positively received, by those in the Council and also by those external to the 
Council. Both editions have contained a number of articles relating specifically to European activity in 
North Lanarkshire, and the policy issues at European level which affect the Authority. Articles have 
included, in issue one : 

A review of the structural funds; 
0 An outline of the networking organisations of which North Lanarkshire Council is part; 
0 An article describing the structural funds for which North Lanarkshire is eligible; and 
0 A description of who’s who in European affairs in North Lanarkshire. 

Articles in issue two included : 

0 A brief description of the plans for Ravenscraig and Gartcosh, and the European funds which have been 
secured to help with their redevelopment; 

0 A focus article on the Rechar Community Initiative and the use that funds from this source have been put 
to in North Lanarkshire; 

0 A description of the European Training Programme being run by the Chief Executive’s Department and 
the European Affairs Officer Working Group; 

0 The West of Scotland Territorial Employment Pact; 
0 An article describing the INTEGRA project currently being run by the Community Education section of 

the Council. 
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3 Articles in Next Edition 

A number of articles are proposed for the next edition of Europe Matters, which is scheduled to be 
published in September or October this year. The articles are as follows : 
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0 Focus article on Objective 3.  This will include two case studies of Objective 3 projects in North 
Lanarkshire funded under the last round of applications. The next deadline for Objective 3 is 19 October 
1998. It is hoped that this article will raise awareness of the priorities under Objective 3 and the type of 
projects which are funded currently in North Lanarkshire. 

0 An article on the Community Economic Development Conference of which North Lanarkshire was part 
in April of this year. A number of professionals from various countries around Europe visited North 
Lanarkshire as part of this conference organised by Strathclyde European Partnership Limited. A 
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presentation was given outlining the approach to Community Economic Development in North 
Lanarkshire, prior to a field visit to the EuroCentral site. 

0 An update on the review of the Structural Funds. This article will provide an update for Officers in the 
Council on the current position in relation to the review of the Structural Funds. As members will be 
aware, North Lanarkshire Council is one of the few authorities in the West of Scotland which looks as 
though it will be eligible to apply for European funding. It is unrealistic however to expect that the 
agreed eligible area will cover only North Lanarkshire. This article updates the position as we currently 
understand it. 

0 Future Deadlines. This has been included in previous editions of Europe Matters, and highlights any 
relevant funding deadlines. 

0 An Update on the European Training Programme and the recently published European Funding Source 
Book (the subject of a separate report to the Working Group). 
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4 Other Articles 

Articles have also been requested from members of the European Affairs Officer Working Group. These 
include the two projects funded under Objective 3, to be included as case studies in the focus article 
mentioned above. Community Education had a project funded called CORE (Confidence on Returning to 
Education). This project was an enormous success. The other project funded under Objective 3 is a project 
in the Motherwell North Priority Partnership Area, run by the Social Work department, This project has 
recently started and it is hoped that it will be successful. 

Economic development have also volunteered an article on Grants for Business. The 500th grant was 
recently awarded to a company at Strathclyde Business Park. These grants are administered by the 
Economic Development Unit in North Lanarkshire Council and are part-funded through the Objective 2 
programme. 

5 Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Working Group : 

(i) Notes the content of the Report and the forthcoming edition of Europe Matters. 

Local Government Access to Information Act 
For further information on this report, please contact Alison Bennett, Assistant Policy Planning Officer, on 
01698 302376. 




