
AGENDA ITEM No*--.-"---.--- II 
Notice of Questions Procedure - Standing Order No. 44 

Council Meeting - Thursday, 26 November 2009 

Questions to be Posed Following Ballot 

Question Posed 

(1) The car park at Croy Station has been on the programme for over 5 years. It is 
being developed by Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPT) for North 
Lanarkshire Council. What are the dates for issuing the contract, for the return 
of the contract and for the completion of the contract? 

On the assumption that it will not be completed until the end of 2010, what steps 
are North Lanarkshire Council and SPT taking to ensure that the present area 
for parking is kept reasonably serviceable until the first stage of the new car park 
is built? 

(2) Councillors in the ruling political party generally have no right to vote against 
their party's proposals even if they are harmful to their electorate. Are they also 
prevented from asking searching questions on issues which their electorate 
would wish asked? 

(3) What proposals will the final Draft Local Plan have for effectively uniting the 
sections of Cumbernauld to the north and south of the M80? 

(4) As a result of the magnificent work undertaken by the Friends of Cumbernauld 
Community Forum (Town) Park, North Lanarkshire Council have at last officially 
accepted that the Craighalbert Quarry part of this Park was completed by 
Cumbernauld Development Corporation and officially adopted by Cumbernauld 
and Kilsyth District Council well before Cumbernauld Development Corporation 
was wound up in 1996. 

Will North Lanarkshire Council:- 

(a) ensure that his part of the Park is now properly maintained? 

(b) have a small car parking area designated opposite the main entrance to 
the quarry part of the park to enable handicapped people to have ready 
access? 

(5) Our Mission, Vision and Values 

Our mission is to put 'Service and People First' to maximise the benefits of North 
Lanarkshire's location creating prosperity, achieving social justice and meeting 
local needs by providing best value quality services. 

We will provide high quality, efficient and effective services for everyone and 
make North Lanarkshire an inclusive, prosperous and attractive area. This will 
be achieved through a system of streamlining and modernising to provide local 
services that will work in partnership with the community and all those committed 
to making North Lanarkshire a better place to live. 

Our Vision and Values demonstrate our commitment to build on the foundations 
of our past success. 
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North Lanarkshire will be a place where everyone has access to: 

good quality housing; 
0 a pleasant, safe environment; 
0 

0 

e 

the very best employment, education and training opportunities; 
caring and co-ordinated support and health services that meet people’s 
needs, and 
attractive and varied leisure and cultural facilities. 

We will: 

serve and involve our communities; 
plan ahead and lead the way in working with our partners; 
promote equal opportunities and inclusion; 
make the most of opportunities for economic and environmental 
improvements; 
provide best value services; 
work to the highest standards and be open and accountable; 
value people, .treat them with dignity, respect and meet their needs, and 
be forward thinking and aim to be the best in all we do. 

Is this a joke? 

In 2015 in Cumbernauld, North Lanarkshire Council will be the local authority 
containing the largest percentages of houses failing to meet the Government‘s 
standards. This in North Lanarkshire’s largest town. 

What specific steps is North Lanarkshire Council taking to comply with the 
Government‘s requirements and to avoid this situation arising? 

To ask the Council how many teachers are earning f50,000 or more in the 
current financial year compared to the last financial year? 

(6) 

(7) With Scotland’s and North Lanarkshire Council’s rapidly increasing numbers of 
senior citizens, many who are likely to achieve their 80s, what is North 
Lanarkshire Council’s plan to meet their housing needs? 

Many will desire a suitable ground floor house with a small garden. 

Many others however will be delighted with suitably convenient high-rise flats 
with lifts. The high-rise blocks being classified as semi-sheltered housing, 
containing no families with children. 

Will such a proposal also help the expensive cost of travelling time for social 
work carers for the elderly? 

(8) How many years have North Lanarkshire Council been promising the basic 
necessity of effective direction signs for Cumbernauld’s divided town centre? 
When will this effective signing be operative? 

What are the known current, or most up to date, numbers of teachers employed 
in each of these categories by North Lanarkshire Council (please give the date 
of the latest statistics): 

:9) 

(a) pre-school; 
(b) primary; 
(c) secondary, and 
(d) special needs? 

To ask North Lanarkshire Council what has been the total investment in its 
Housing Stock in the Coatbridge area, in terms of the Housing Revenue Account 
(HRA), since May 2007? 

:10) 
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(11) When will North Lanarkshire Council have a proper development plan for 
Cumbernauld town centre and its associated central bus station where 
information on the constantly changing bus services and their latest timetables 
are readily available? 

When will it be convenient for even reasonably fit OAPs to walk from one section 
of Cumbernauld’s divided town centre to the other sections? They were 
promised this would be provided before the Antonine Centre opened some years 
ago. 

What facts are known about the number of complainants who attend Members’ 
Surgeries in North Lanarkshire? Has any research been conducted in this field 
in recent times? 

(12) 

(13) 

(14) To ask the Council how many construction companies find under the recent 
Office of Fair Trading’s investigation into cartel pricing of procurement projects, 
have been engaged by this Authority? 

Now that North Lanarkshire Council is fully committed to end discrimination 
against those with handicaps, when will the promised Shopmobility be 
introduced into Cumbernauld town centre? 

(15) 

(16) In the event that the new final Draft Local Plan contains no new proposals for 
uniting the halves of Cumbernauld divided by the M80, what proposals does it 
have for providing the essential social, medical and other services missing from 
the section of the north of the A80? 

(17) I note from the Policy and Resources Sub-Committee paper of 2 November 
2009 that Learning and Leisure Services have an astonishing total of 447 
teachers working in Learning and Leisure’s Quality Development Section. Could 
I have information on what this Section’s duties are, and has the Executive 
Director of Learning and Leisure Services any plans to increase the number in 
this department and by what percentage? 

The Government have made approximately f55 million available for demolishing 
Cumbernauld’s 12 high-rise blocks containing approximately 560 flats, then 
replacing them with just over 400 low-rise, 4-storey flats without lifts. 

(18) 

Will North Lanarkshire Council recognise that Cumbernauld is North Lanarkshire 
Council’s largest Housing Pressured Area? Because of its former New Town 
status, it has a population ageing more rapidly than the Scottish and North 
Lanarkshire Council average. 

There are a number of high-rise flats where the majority of the elderly residents 
do not want their high-rise block demolished. These blocks could be 
regenerated at a cost of less than f2m per block. 

Could they be developed as semi-sheltered blocks with the Government 
receiving a shared equity in each flat? 
Would this proposal provide money for additional low level housing? 

Could it also be a practical example for demonstrating the suitability of high-rise 
blocks with lifts as semi-sheltered housing? 

Could this be invaluable in helping to solve the widespread problem of an ageing 
population in the rest of North Lanarkshire and Scotland? 
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(1 9) What are the total budgeted costs for each of the following: 

Local Area Partnerships; 
Local Area Committees: 
Fireworks Display, Broadwood; 
Members’ Surgeries; 
North Lanarkshire News Annual Costs; 
Civic Hospitality; 
Site Visits (Planning Committee) (including bus and hospitality); 
Members’ Christmas Cards and Official’s Christmas Cards, and 
Members’ Training? 

Please state which, if any, of the above costs include labour costs? 

To ask the Council what actual steps it intends to take in reducing expenditure 
levels on employing outside Consultants? 

It is not the usual practice for written questions placed on the Agenda to be read 
out by the questioner. Neither the Westminster nor the Scottish Parliament have 
this practice, nor do many Councils. 

(20) 

(21) 

North Lanarkshire Council is proposing to change from an eight week cycle of 
Council meetings to a twelve week cycle. This could mean many more 
questions at each Council meeting. 

In these circumstances, will the administration bring forward a proposal that 
questions placed in writing need not be read out. This is assuming they believe 
all their Councillors are capable of reading. This will enable more questions to 
be answered in the half hour Standing Orders specify. 
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