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1. INTRODUCTION 
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1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide a response to the Scrutiny Panel's request 
for an explanation of the variances between this year's and last year's SPI for 
swimming pool attendances. 

2.1 

2.2 

The negative variance at the Tryst Pool was due to an extended period of closure for the 
pool in 2005106 for 9 months. This closure was necessary to carry out the f2 million 
refurbishment of the pool hall and changing facilities. The works were completed and 
the pool reopened in Jan 2006. Since its reopening numbers have been increasing 
steadily and are 27% greater in comparison to 2003/04 figures. 

The negative variance at the Time Capsule was as a result of the MRSA scare 
story, which appeared in a number of national newspapers and was targeted at 
several large leisure facilities throughout Scotland. The MRSA scare was without 
foundation. However, it had a negative impact on the public's perception of the 
facility. It has taken some time to reverse the impact of this negative perception, 
however, attendances for the 4'h quarter of 200306 have returned to a level that is 
comparable to 2004105. (48,360 and 48,176 respectively) 
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2.3 

2.4 

2.5 

2.6 

2.7 

The smaller negative variances at Shotts, Sir Matt Busby and Wishaw pools are all 
as a result of minor interruptions to normal operations which have led to short 
closures of the pools, which in turn has led to some small reductions in usage 
levels. 

The positive variance at Kilsyth Pool is as a result of the transfer of customers from 
the Tryst during its period of closure. The pool was substantially busier for the first 
3 quarters of the year however in the 4th quarter usage dropped as a result of the 
reopening of the Tryst. 

The John Smith Pool also increased usage as a result of better programming 
during the summer period where attendances were up by 14% for the months of 
July and August. 

The Aquatec also saw an increase in swimming usage primarily as a result of the 
increase in NL Access memberships at the facility. 

The Time Capsule Swimzone attendances recovered in 2005/06 from a drop the 
previous year that had been caused by a short-term closure. 

3. Recommendations 

3.1 That Committee note the content of the report. 
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