
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

To: AlRDRlE LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP 

From: DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES 

Subject: AlRDRlE AND VILLAGES 
COMMUNITY FORUM 

Date: 22 August 2006 I Ref: BP/MF I 

1. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to submit the minutes of the Airdrie and Villages Community 
Forum meeting to the Local Area Partnership. The minutes of 3 July 2006 and 10 July 2006 
are attached as Appendix 1 to this report. 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS 

Airdrie Local Area Partnership is requested to note the Airdrie and Villages Community 
Forum minute. 
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AIRDRIE & VILLAGES DISTRICT FORUM 

MONDAY 3rd JULY 2006 

I n  attendance: Owen McAvoy, Salsburgh Community Council (Chair) 
Tom McFarlane, (Individual) 
Nancy McFarlane (Church & Religious Groups) 
Robert Frederick (Airdrie Forum) 
Robert Smith (PCCF) 
William Hynd (Individual) 
Elaine Tocock (Airdrie Citizens Advice Bureau) 
Elspeth Wright (Plains Community Council) 
Yvonne McQueen (LAMH) 
Roseanne Gray (NLC Adult Literacy & Numeracy) 
Adam Tierney (NLC Adult Literacy & Numeracy) 

Present: Colin Coupar (NLC CL&D) 
Lynne Basset (NLC CL&D) - Minutes 

Apologies: lames Rintoul (ill) 

1 ITEM MINUTE ACTION I 
1. ADULT LITERACY 

Adam Tierney and Roseanne Gray from Adult Literacy & Numeracy, North 
Lanarkshire Council, gave a short presentation about the aims of their 
department. Literacy pamphlets were distributed, followed by a brief 
question and answer session. At  the conclusion, Owen thanked them both 
for the attendance, whereby Adam and Roseanne left the meeting. 

2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

Accepted as a true record. Proposed by T McFarlane, seconded by Bob 
Smith. 

3. MATTERS ARISING 

Item 7.3 - Crime Prevention Panel 
Meetings are scheduled to be held on 23rd August. 

Item 7.4 - Community Voices Network 
Morag Thomson was unable to secure a place; Robert Frederick revoked an 
offer as he was scheduled to attended other meetings a t  proposed time. 



Item 9 - Closure of Monklands Hospital A&E Department 
Bob Smith attended the meeting, expressed his disappointment a t  way 
meeting was conducted and speed with which decision was reached. Forum 
members agreed decision was money-led. Decision of Forum meeting to take 
this to Scottish Executive and MSPs. Bob Smith and Robert Frederick to draw 
up letter to Deputy Health Minister, with copy to Jim McCabe. This to be 
shown to Forum Chair (Owen McAvoy) prior to being sent. This will be done 
in the next couple of days. Also, covering letter to be sent to MEP Cathy 
Stiller asking for her support. RS 1 RF 

4. FEEDBACK FROM LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP 

Robert Frederick reported that issues are looked a t  every fortnight, although 
queried if this was, in fact, the case. 

Replies to A73, Caldercruix and Salsburgh Road. Bob Smith reported that:- 

A73 - Marked improvements 
Caldercruix - Marked improvements, but only halfway. Council will 

re-do drains and road. 
Salsburgh - Much the same; not enough cleansing being 

done. This is ongoing, Council trying to catch up. 

Owen spoke to Annual Report, pointing out that roads maintenance claims 
come directly from budget of area concerned. Owen further pointed out that 
information Robert Frederick had requested is available on Council website 
and from departmental reports. Colin Coupar has spoken to Vincent 
McCulloch, Regeneration Manager, whose view is that support from Convenor 
will most likely not be forthcoming, as information is already in public domain. 

Discussion ensued. Owen suggested specific road maintenance matters 
should be taken to local Councillors, as Forum is on a more general basis, 
covering Airdrie and it’s villages as a whole. 

5. QUESTION FOR LAP MEETING 

Mr McFarlane will attend and raise the issue of Council’s introduction of 
charges for special uplift. TMcF 
Morag Thomson will attend and raise the issue of Health Representation (see 
below). MT 

6. NOMINATIONS TO ATTEND LAP MEETING 

Tom McFarlane 
Nancy McFarlane 
Morag Thomson 

7. FORUM’S VIEW ON HEALTH REPRESENTATION 

Colin Coupar spoke re new NHS Board Community Health Partnership. Colin 
handed out CHP document and gave outline of previous meeting. Forum 
agreed that one (1) representative for such a wide area is unacceptable. 



Discussion took place, with Colin pointing out that he was in talks with senior 
management about the possibility of creating “Disease Groups” which could 
meet with local groups to ensure proper representative of views to NHS 
Board. He stressed that this was only a dialogue a t  present. 

Forum discussed the issue at  length, deciding that they wish to be part of the 
process, but would note that the process itself is flawed. Yvonne McQueen 
of LAMH abstained from this discussion and decision. 

It was further decided to take this issue to LAP to ask for their support. Colin 
Coupar will liaise with Owen McAvoy re wording. 
Morag will take this forward to LAP. 

CC / OmcA 
MT 

8. CORRESPONDENCE 

Owen had received a letter from Cemetery Services, which was accepted by 
Forum. 

9. AOCB 

Colin pointed out that tea/biscuits had been ordered for meeting, the cost of 
which was about €40. This issue was be re-visited due to excessive cost. 

Robert Frederick raised issue of expenses forms. 

Bob Smith raised issue of children on bicycles, no helmets etc. Colin Coupar 
will discuss issue with local police. cc 

Closure of Albert Primary School and related issues. ALL 

Colin Coupar to investigate information from LAP being included in police 
reports. cc 

Robert Frederick raised issue of telecom masts, and was advised to take 
matter to local councillor. 

10. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Next meeting is Annual General Meeting (GM) which will be held on loth July 
in Alexandra Primary School at 7.00pm. 



In Attendance: 

Apologies: 

Present: 

Distribution: 

Airdrie & Villages Community Forum 
Annual General Meeting 

Monday loth July, 2006 in Alexandra Primary School 
At 7.00pm 

Owen McAvoy, Salsburgh Community Council (Chair) 
Morag Thomson, CVS North Lanarkshire. 
Bob Smith, P.C.C.F. 
Peter Chapman Disability Group 
Elspeth Wright, Plains Community Council. 
Robert Frederick, AV Forum 
Tom McFarlane, Individual 
Nancy McFarlane, Churches & Religious Groups 
Nancy Pettigrew , Young People. 

Helen McColl, Salsburgh 
Calder Cox, Salsburgh 
James Rintoul, Caldercruix Village 

Myra Murray (Area Manager CL&D) 
Colin Coupar (NLC CL& D) 
Margaret McLean (NLC CL & D) 

As Above 
Barbara Philiben (NLC) 

ITEM MINUTE ACTON 

The Chairperson welcomed everyone to the AGM and explained that the new seating 
arrangement of a more formal setting was to allow the meeting to be more structured. 

1. MINUTE OF AGM 25 JULY 2005. 

Proposed by Peter Chapman. 
Seconded by Bob Smith. 

2. MATTERS ARISING FROM AGM MINUTE 

There were no matters arising. 

3, CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

The Chairman, Owen McAvoy read out his report for the current year. This is 
attached. 

Comments: Appreciation to James Fagan of North Lanarkshire Council for 
The work on the Newsletter. The Newsletter will be put on the 
Agenda for the next meeting. 
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3. FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

Circulated to members - (copy attached) 
Chairman pointed out that the all travel claims to be paid from the 2006107 
budget must be submitted by the end of March 2007. 

Issue of start time of meetings - Chairman read out letters from Colin stating 
start time of 7pm. 

4. NOM1 NATIONS 

OM and BS stood down as Chairman and Vice Chairman respectively. 

CC expressed his thanks to the Forum for the work and commitment 
throughout the year. The Forum has been able to influence the proposed 
structure of the new Forum, and its working relationship with the LAP. 
Colin expressed his pleasure in working with the Forum and looks forward to 
the next year. 

No nominations or withdrawals received, therefore under the constitution the 
place can stand for 3 years unless challenged. Colin will contact those 
members who have not attended regularly and ask if they wish to remain as 
part of the Forum. cc 

Morag Thomson pointed out that she wishes to be elected as a representative 
from Community Development and not as an individual. 

Office Bearers elected as follows: 

Chairman 

Vice Chair 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Owen McAvoy 
(Proposed by Tom McFarlane, seconded by 
Nancy McFarlane) 
Bob Smith 
(Proposed by Peter Chapman, seconded by 
Morag Thomson) 

Morag Thomson 
(Proposed by Tom McFarlane, seconded by 
Bob Smith) 

No nominations received, therefore status quo, 
i.e. monitored by NLC. 

Morag Thomson indicated that she is willing to be Correspondence Secretary 
only, as minute taking at meetings precludes her entering into discussion. 
Therefore she will take on the position as Correspondence Secretary and 
NLC will provide Minute taker at each meeting. 

Owen McAvoy resumed the position as Chairman. 
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5.  OTHER BUSINESS 

A discussion ensued on the future work of the Forum in the coming year, 
namely: 

0 Newsletter - Robert Frederick is willing to collate articles etc., 
NLC will continue to arrange printing and publication. This item 
will be on the Agenda for the next meeting. Chairman’s report 
should also be included in Newsletter. 

0 Issue of closure of bridge at Gartlea can be raised as supplementary 
lnfo at Convenors’ meeting. 

Report distributed by Robert Frederick on Secondary Fires Debate. 
(Copy attached) Representative of Fire Brigade will be asked to attend 
next meeting, Colin will send copy of Robert’s report prior to this date. 

Report available on NLC Website re issue of f 15 charge for special 
uplifts. This will be raised at Airdrie Partnership meeting. 

0 Possibility of information on Forum on new CVS website. 

Discussion then took place re the role and strength of Forum, proposed 
closure of A & E Monklands Hospital and Scottish executive as key body for 
pursuing local matters. 

Colin will request a Health Board representative to attend 
Meeting of Forum. 

6. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

cc. 

This will take place on ... ... ... ... ... .... 
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