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Purpose of Report 

At the meeting of 18 May 2006, the Scrutiny Panel expressed concern regarding the condition of Network 
Rail-owned bridges within North Lanarkshire and asked that a further report be submitted when Network 
Rail had had an opportunity to comment on the matter. 

Backaround 

The Director of Planning and Environment wrote to Network Rail on 21 June 2006, asking them to 
supply information regarding the condition of their bridges within North Lanarkshire and to supply 
information regarding planned bridge maintenance works. 

A reply was received on 30 November 2006 which although not summarising the overall condition of 
Network Rail bridges did detail a programme of maintenance works valued at f 3.4 million proposed 
between that date and the end of the 2008/2009 financial year. 

Network Rail apologised for the delay in responding. 

Consideration 

The works proposed by Network Rail are as follows. 

Network Rail carry out regular inspection of their bridges and assert that the bridges within North 
Lanarkshire are currently fit for purpose. Their capital programme for bridges has to cover the whole 
of Scotland and is therefore targeted towards structural rather than aesthetic repairs to ensure the 
safe operation of the rail network and the achievement of performance targets set by the Office of 
the Rail Regulator. 

Network Rail had been in discussions with the Department of Planning and Environment regarding 
the painting of two bridges at Bank Street, Coatbridge to compliment the proposed town centre 
improvements. The initial estimated cost was f2.5 million and it has proved difficult to identify 
appropriate funding mechanisms from the existing budgets of Network Rail and the Council to 
deliver a scheme of such a scale. External funding assistance is being sought and, as both bodies 
remain committed to the project, discussions regarding inclusion in future capital programmes are 
on-going with Network Rail. 
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3.4 Network Rail also accept that a number of bridges in North Lanarkshire, many of which were painted 
around 20 years ago using Government and European Community funds, would benefit from 
cosmetic painting and if external funding can be identified they would be willing to facilitate a 
programme of works. 

3.5 Following the recommendation of the Committee on 18 May 2006, the Director of Planning and 
Environment wrote to Network Rail regarding delays in the assessment approval procedure that was 
having a detrimental effect on the private bridges indicator. Consequently, a meeting with Network 
Rail was convened on 13 September 2006 at which the council’s concerns were expressed and a 
way forward was discussed. To assist Network Rail with their assessment approval programme, they 
requested that the council fonnrard a programme of proposed assessments for the 2007/08 financial 
year. The council have complied with this request but the flow of information from Network Rail 
remains poor. 

3.6 The indicator for bridges failing the European standard in 2005/06 of 48.8 % was higher than 
2004/05 (42.1 %) but until the assessment programme is completed such variations are inevitable 
and the figure for the second quarter of 2006/07 had dropped to 47.5%. This may be higher than the 
Scottish average but may be because North Lanarkshire’s programme is well advanced. Of a 
programme of 37 Network Rail bridges, 25 assessments have been completed and approved by 
Network Rail and a further 4 have been completed and passed to Network Rail pending approval. 
Only 8 remain outstanding and it is expected that the programme will be completed by the end of 
March 2009. 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 The Panel is asked to note the content of this report. 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact Alex 
McAuley, Structures Team Leader on 01236 616259. 
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