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Purpose of Report 

Following the meeting of the Scrutiny Panel on 2 1 August, I have to report further on a number of 
issues, as follows. 

Land and Premises for Business 

The Panel noted that the shortage of good quality business premises continues to act as a constraint 
on development and suggested further investigation into the Council’s activities in this area. 

The Council has a large portfolio of industrial and commercial property of varying quality, almost 
wholly inherited fiom the previous local authorities as virtually no new building has taken place in 
the last five years. European funding approval has recently been given for a large business centre on 
the St Catherine’s site in Viewpark, which may provide a model for similar developments in other 
areas; this however will be the first new floorspace to be provided by the Council for some time. 

The private sector is now very much more active in some parts of the area in the provision of high 
quality, high value premises, for example in Strathclyde Business Park, but the financial risks and 
high management costs associated with small units or community-based locations continues to act as 
a deterrent to investment unless, as in the case of St Catherine’s, the public sector is prepared to 
become involved. 

This issue has been raised at the Corporate Plan ‘Business and the Economy’ Working Group, which 
will make recommendations on the need to make provision for new investment in the capital 
programme. This group will also consider the value of retaining the existing property portfolio; the 
original motivation in providing industrial premises was to assist in business and job creation, rather 
than to become a business landlord and, while it is financially beneficial to the Council to have rental 
income from these premises, it may be more appropriate to consider selling property where possible 
in order to generate capital for new investment. 

The Business and the Economy Working Group has identified the need for the Council to formulate 
a property strategy addressing the role property plays as a tool of economic development. This has 
been reflected in the action plan which will be reported to the Corporate Management Team. 

Recommendation: 
to report on the development of the Council’s business property holdings and recommends that the 
Policy and Resources Committee considers the re-investment of any asset sales into further 
developments of this kind. 

The Scrutiny Panel requires the ‘Business & The Economy’ Working Group 
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Environmental Improvement 

The Panel identified two issues relating to the environment - the need to improve the appearance of 
run-down areas and the need for strategies for waste management and contaminated land. 

In respect of environmental improvement, members will be aware that there have been many 
programmes for the treatment of derelict and untidy sites over many years, mostly involving the 
local authorities and Scottish Enterprise. While there remain many sites in need of treatment, the 
funds for such action are increasingly scarce and the approach has shifted, in general, to attempting 
to get such sites developed where possible. The main problem now however is the lack of resources 
for adequate maintenance, with many sites previously treated in danger of reverting to their former 
untidy condition, and some areas of landscaping such as road verges looking very run down. Until 
the standard of maintenance of existing sites is improved it is highly unlikely that other bodies will 
be prepared to invest in the treatment of ‘new’ derelict or untidy sites which will also need to be 
maintained. 

With regard to the development of strategies for waste management and contaminated land (and 
through them, access to ring-fenced government funds), considerable steps have been taken by the 
officers involved (from Planning and Environment and Community Services). An Area Waste Plan 
for the Glasgow and Clyde Valley conurbation has recently been published in consultative draft by 
SEPA, with input from this Council, and an officer working group is currently preparing a strategy 
document for the Council which will take account of this; close liaison is being maintained with 
South Lanarkshire Council in this work. Access has already been obtained to Scottish Executive 
funds, of around &300,000 over 2 years so far, which are being used mainly to increase recycling. It 
is anticipated that considerably more will be available on completion of the Council’s waste strategy, 
the main emphasis of which will be the diversion of waste from landfill. 

Contaminated land is also the subject of similar activity. Government funding has been accessed for 
survey and analysis to provide a comprehensive register of contaminated sites and to start on the 
process of remediation. A strategy is also being prepared for a programme of treatment of 
contaminated land. 

Recommendation: The Panel is advised: 

(i) 

(ii) 

To invite the Policy and Resources Committee to consider increasing the revenue funds 
available for open space maintenance. 
To note the work which is presently being done on the production of strategies for both 
Waste Management and Contaminated Land. 

Town Centres 

The Panel noted the need for action of North Lanarkshire’s town centres, including the need to 
access European funding. 

All seven of the major town centres in the area face problems of one kind or another, and all need 
action and investment. The Council has, in its 3 year capital programme, now managed to produce 
resources to accelerate this process, with around 21 million of capital allocated for each of the next 3 
years. The absence of a strategy for tackling the problems has been a major impediment to attracting 
funding from elsewhere, as well as making it difficult to determine the Council’s own priorities. 

This is about to be addressed, with the imminent publication of a joint strategy for the Lanarkshire 
town centres produced by consultants working jointly for NLC, SLC and SEL. This is expected to 
provide a framework for action and, despite signs that Scottish Enterprise at a national level is 
unwilling to continue a high level of investment in town centre environmental schemes, should 
permit SEL to assist with schemes aimed primarily at economic regeneration, particularly given the 
need to deal with the integration of the Ravenscraig proposals into the equation. 

European funding is also being dealt with in a more strategic manner, with increased resources for a 
small unit in Planning and Environment and wider corporate effort being co-ordinated by an external 
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funding group. However the new Objective 2 programme is unlikely to fund major infrastructure 
works in town centres therefore European funding may not be possible for this activity. 

Recommendation: The Scrutiny Panel is asked to note the action being taken to develop a town 
centres strategy as a context for funding bids, and the increased efforts being applied to the sourcing 
of external funding. 

Lobbying 

The Panel agreed that more information is required to assist the promotion of lobbying activities in 
support of a number of strategic development matters, specifically: 

(i) 
(ii) Ravenscraig and Gartcosh 
(iii) 

completion of the strategic road network 

increased investment in road maintenance. 

Action is presently under way in relation to all the above issues and ‘lobbying’ information will be 
produced as soon as possible. 

Recommendation: The Scrutiny Panel is asked to note the position. 

Business Support Services 

The Panel noted that the delivery of business services is currently under review through the recently 
created Lanarkshire Economic Forum. A report on this issue will be available soon which is 
expected to make radical recommendations for streamlining the existing arrangements which involve 
aspects of service delivery by SEL, the Councils and Enterprise Trusts. The Council may wish to 
consider its own arrangements in the light of this review. 

Recommendation: 
conducted by the Lanarkshire Economic Forum. 

The Scrutiny Panel is advised to await the outcome of the review being 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

15 October 200 1 

For further information please contact David Porch on 0 1236 6 1620 1 
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SCRUTINY PANEL - STRATEGY AND POLICY IMPLEMENTATION 

24 October 2001 

Stimulating Business and the Economy 

ACTION 
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Land and Premises for Business 

That the “Business and the Economy” Working Group report on the development of the Council’s 
business property holdings which should include (1) an audit of properties and land held for the 
purpose of economic development; (2) a review of the strategies required to meet the demands of the 
21st century, and (3)  a review of the marketing strategies and legal and administration procedures. 

Thereafter, following the receipt of information, consideration be given to further action. 

Environmental Improvement 

That details of the work presently being undertaken to produce a strategy for waste management and 
contaminated land and the timescales envisaged for the presentation of these strategies be provided. 

Town Centres 

That having noted the funding allocated from the Capital Programme over the next three years, and 
that a strategy is not yet in place, information be provided on how this year’s allocation to Town 
Centres is being divided and when a co-ordinated strategy is likely to be forthcoming. 

Lobbying 

That information be provided on action presently undenvay in relation to the three issues at (i) (ii), 
(iii) and when the lobbying information will be produced. 

Business Support Services 

That information be provided on when the outcome of the review being conducted by the Lanarkshire 
Economic Forum is likely to be produced. 


