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Background 

The purpose of this report is to appraise Members of the outcome of a recent visit by a deputation of 
Members and Officers from the Service Delivery and Performance and Strategy and Policy 
Implementation Scrutiny Panels to the Scottish Parliament as part of the Councils development of the 
scrutiny role. 

Current Position 

On 27 November a deputation consisting of Councillors Brooks, Curran, Gorman, Hogg, G. Murray 
and M. Murray together with Tom Gaffney of the Administration Department and Sandie McKay, 
Chief Executive’s Office, visited the Scottish Parliament and met with a number of local MSPs to 
discuss the operation of the Scottish Parliament and to view an element of its scrutiny function in 
operation. 

The visit provided both an informal platform for dialogue with MSPs and an opportunity to witness 
the operation of the Parliaments scrutiny of a public service through the operation of its Audit 
Committee, who on that day were undertaking an investigation into the funding and 
performance of the Further Education service in Scotland. 

The Audit Committee acts as a platform for enquiry and dialogue, on this occasion between 
Committee MSPs and senior officials from the Scottish Executive and from the Scottish Further 
Education Funding Council on the Further Education service, and enables a detailed examination of 
service strengths and deficiencies to take place and for the identification of areas where remedial 
action is required and solutions offered. 

The procedures followed by the Audit Committee resembled in some ways the operation 
adopted by the Council’s own Scrutiny Panels insofar as the meeting provided an 
opportunity for an in-depth analysis of a particular subject matter. While there are certain 
core similarities, there were also, of course, considerable operational differences and 
distinctions of approach, primarily in the way reports were presented to the Committee, 
questions posed by members and ad-hoc debate conducted. 

Nevertheless the exercise proved a useful addition in the development of the Councils own 
scrutiny role and in that respect supplements the experience gained by the Council as it 
continues to develop its own expertise in this area. 
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3. Recommendations 

3.1. That the outcome of the visit to the Scottish Parliament Audit Committee be noted, and 

3.2. That consideration be given to further initiatives to develop the Council’s scrutiny 
function. 

irectoi of Administration 

Should any Member require further information please contact Tom Gaffney at extension 2342. 
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