
EXCERPT OF MINUTE OF MEETING OF SCRUTINY PANEL - STRATEGY AND POLICY 
IMPLEMENTATION HELD ON 24 OCTOBER 2001 

STIMULATING BUSINESS AND THE ECONOMY 

3. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the meeting of this Panel held on 21 August 2001 
when, following the presentation by Mr. Porch on stimulating business and the economy, the Panel 
agreed that matters of 

0 

0 environmental improvement 
0 Town Centres 
0 lobbying 
0 business support services 

land and premises for business 

had to be considered and action determined, there was submitted (1) a report dated 15 October 2001 
by the Director of Planning and Environment outlining the position on each of the areas identified, and 
(2) a statement showing proposed action which could be taken on each area. 

Mr. Porch referred to the significant issues with regard to business and the economy including 

Land and Premises for Business - he advised that the Stimulating Business and the Economy 
Working Group were reviewing (1) an audit of properties and land held for the purpose of economic 
development; (2) marketing strategies and legal and administration procedures, and (3) joint ventures. 

Environmental lmprovement - he advised that the Working Group was discussing both waste 
management and contaminated land strategies. He indicated that the Council had a poor record in 
recycling which would need expensive and radical action to reach laid down targets. 

Town Centres - he advised that f l m  had been allocated from the Capital Programme over the next 
three years for Town Centres. He indicated that a North Lanarkshire strategy for Town Centres was 
proving difficult because of the lack of an overall Lanarkshire Strategy but that a co-ordinated strategy 
would soon be available thus allowing funding to be sought. 

Lobbying - he indicated that lobbying was taking place on such activities as the A80 and A8 
upgrades, the development of Ravenscraig and Gartcosh and investment in the road network. 

Business Support Services - he advised that the Lanarkshire Economic Forum was presently 
reviewing business support services. 

Mr. Porch advised that he could submit a report to the Panel on the findings of the Stimulating 
Business and the Economy Working Group in three months time. 

In answer to questions from the Panel, Mr. Porch indicated that he would incorporate into his report 
the areas owned by the Council within each Town Centre. 

Councillor Barrie, seconded by Councillor Moran, moved that the report by the Director of Planning 
and Environment be noted and that the Director of Planning and Environment submit a further report 
in three months time on: 

0 Land and Premises for Business - the development of the Council's business property holdings which 
would include (1) an audit of properties and land held for the purpose of economic development; (2) a 
review of the strategies required to meet the demands of the 21" century, and (3) a review of the 
marketing strategies and legal and administration procedures and thereafter, following the receipt of 
information, consideration be given to further action; 
Environmental lmprovement - details of the work presently being undertaken to produce a strategy for 
waste management and contaminated land and the timescales for the presentation of these strategies; 

0 Town Centres - having noted the funding allocated from the Capital Programme over the next three years, 
and that a funding strategy was not yet in place, information be provided on (1) how this year's allocation 
to Town Centres is being divided and when a co-ordinated strategy is likely to forthcoming, and (2) areas 
owned by the Council within each Town Centre. 
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Lobbying - action presently underway in relation to the three issues at (i) the completion of the strategic 
road network; (ii) Ravenscraig and Gartcosh, and (iii) increased investment in road maintenance and 
when the lobbying information will be produced. 
Business Support Services - when the outcome of the review being conducted by the Lanarkshire 
Economic Forum is likely to be produced. 

Councillor G. Murray, seconded by Councillor Valentine, moved, as an amendment, that the report by 
the Director of Planning and Environment be not accepted since it was superficial and did not cover 
the issues which this Panel had previously requested and that the Director of Planning and 
Environment should indicate a timescale for the presentation of that information. 

On a vote being undertaken, 2 members voted for the amendment and 9 Members voted for the 
Motion, which was accordingly declared to be carried. 

Action: 

(1) to note the report by the Director of Planning and Environment, and 

(2) to note that the Director of Planning and Environment was progressing the five points 
identified and would submit a report to this Panel in three months on: 

Land and Premises for Business - the development of the Council's business property holdings which 
would include (1) an audit of properties and land held for the purpose of economic development; (2) a 
review of the strategies required to meet the demands of the 21" century, and (3) a review of the 
marketing strategies and legal and administration procedures and thereafter, following the receipt of 
information, consideration be given to further action; 
Environmental lmprovement - details of the work presently being undertaken to produce a strategy for 
waste management and contaminated land and the timescales for the presentation of these strategies; 
Town Centres - having noted the funding allocated from the Capital Programme over the next three years, 
and that a funding strategy was not yet in place, information be provided on (1) how this year's allocation 
to Town Centres is being divided and when a co-ordinated strategy is likely to forthcoming, and (2) areas 
owned by the Council within each Town Centre. 
Lobbying - action presently underway in relation to the three issues at (i) the completion of the strategic 
road network; (ii) Ravenscraig and Gartcosh, and (iii) increased investment in road maintenance and 
when the lobbying information will be produced. 
Business Support Services - when the outcome of the review being conducted by the Lanarkshire 
Economic Forum is likely to be produced. 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

To : SCRUTINY PANEL - STRATEGY AND POLICY 
IMPLEMENTATION 

REPORT 

Subject: 

PROGRESS ON VARIOUS ISSUES 

Date: 30 JANUARY 2002 Ref DMPLMcW 

1. 

1.1 

2. 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

Backaround 

Further to the meeting of the Scrutiny Panel on 24 October last year, I have to report on the progress 
of a number of issues. 

Progress 

Land and Premises for Business 

Consultants have been appointed by the Housing and Property Department, following 
discussions with Planning and Environment, to review the Council’s business property 
portfolio. The initial stage of this work is nearing completion and will form the basis of a 
future report to the Policy and Resources Committee. 

Environmental Improvement 

The Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) in December last year published a 
draft Area Waste Plan for the Glasgow conurbation, an area which involved 11 local 
authorities including North Lanarkshire Council. The Council’s own waste strategy requires 
to conform to the area waste plan, which is now subject to a 3 month consultation period. A 
draft strategy for the Council is currently in preparation and will be reported to the Planning 
and Environment Committee. It is intended to be in its final form by March 2003. 

Consultants appointed by Planning and Environment are presently identifying and categorising 
contaminated sites in North Lanarkshire, as required by the Environmental Protection Act 1990. 
Around 100 sites have been identified as the highest priority, likely to require some form of 
remedial action; this will commence with a more detailed investigation into the possibility of the 
pollution spreading outwith the contaminated areas. 

A further report on this matter will be submitted as soon as possible to the Planning and 
Environment Committee. 

Town Centres 

North Lanarkshire Council, in partnership with South Lanarkshire and Scottish Enterprise 
Lanarkshire, has commissioned a report by Consultants on the problems of the Lanarkshire Town 
Centres and the need for public sector intervention. This report is complete in draft form but not yet 
published; it is expected to provide a framework for intervention by the Council and SEL, and will 
help to shape the Council’s own strategy for town centres. A report will be prepared for the 
Planning and Environment Committee as soon as possible; this is expected to include an economic 
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(as well as physical improvement) justification for continued expenditure and will deal with the 
Council’s land ownership within each centre. Meantime, the capital programme concentrates 
initially on continuing streetscape improvements in Airdrie and Coatbridge, preparation for 
pedestrianisation in Wishaw, and redesign of the existing pedestrianisation scheme in Kilsyth, with 
environmental improvements where possible in other centres. 

2.4 Lobbying 

The Council has been represented at officer level in the Scottish Executive’s Central Scotland 
Transport Study which is investigating the problems of the AS and AS0 corridors. The consultants 
conducting this study on behalf of the Executive gave a presentation to the Planning and 
Environment Committee on 15 January, at which a number of issues of concern to the Council were 
able to be raised at a political level, including the inadequacy of the junctions at Shawhead and 
Auchenkilns and the need to make proper provision for access to Ravenscraig. 

A further meeting takes place on 29 January with the Transport Minister atwhich it is intended to 
raise further concerns, including the very slow progress of the Gartcosh railway station and the 
wider issue of the backlog of roads maintenance work. 

In addition to these approaches, discussion has taken place with a number of other agencies 
including the Lanarkshire Economic Forum, SEL and the Chambers of Commerce to organise 
continuing pressure on the Executive to ensure the early delivery of transport improvements. 

2.5 Business Support Services 

The Lanarkshire Economic Forum has compIeted its review of business support and has submitted 
its view to the Scottish Executive in the form of an Action Plan. The main conclusion of the review 
is that there is little overlap or duplication, but that there is scope for a simplification in the 
organisation of the enterprise trusts (or Small Business Gateways). These bodies will consequently 
be re-organised during the coming financial year, with considerable potential savings in 
management costs and improvements in the consistency of service delivery. 

3. Recommendation 

The Panel is asked to note the progress which has been made on all the above issues. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

22 Januarv 2002 
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