
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

To: Scrutiny Panel 

From: Director of Education 

Date: 14 February, 2002 

REPORT 

Subject: Community Use of Schools 

Ref: MON/JS/NR 

Purpose of Report 

To inform the committee of the use of schools by the community 

Recommendations 

The scrutiny panel is asked to note the information in the report. 

Members wishing further information please contact: 

Michael O'Neill, Director of Education on 01236 812336 or 



NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL - DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

LIFELONG LEARNING 

. Support for Lifelong Learning, improved Learning and Teaching in relation to details of 
Community Access to learning facilities in the area. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

North Lanarkshire Council has a high national reputation in relation to community based adult 
learning with HMI continually commending the work of the council in relation to the Community 
Learning Partnership, the Community Education HMI Report and follow up, and Local Learning 
Plan development. Most recently the council and its partners received a critique fiom the Scottish 
Executive on its proposals for the development of the Literacies programme which commended its 
approach and placed it equal first with four other authorities out of the thirty two submissions. In 
addition the Libraries and information service, economic development, museums and arts and 
venues offer substantial local learning opportunities, which are widely recognised as being of a 
hgh  quality. 

2. MAIN SERVICE PROVISION 

The Community Education Service offers Community based adult learning opportunities in 
the following all free to the consumer and targeted to social inclusion areas and groups. 

BASIC SKILLS IN LITERACY AND NUMERACY universal service one to one or small 
group tuition. 

BASIC COMPUTING. (Computers Don’t Bite/Computers for fearties) 

CERTIFICATED COURSES., (European Computer Driving Licenceiindividual modules at 
basic to HNC level) 

PARENTING SKILLS PROGRAMMES (Aimed at parents and carers.courses related to child 
rearing, child psychology, and safety in the home, diet, general health and lifestyle) 

COURSES FOR PARENTS RELATED TO SCHOOLNURSERY CURRICULUM (staff 
provide courses to help parents support their children’s learning aimed at the most deprived areas 
and concentrating on READING AND WRITING.) These courses are delivered in partnership 
between Com Ed and Schools staff. 

COURSES AIMED AT THOSE SEEKING WORWFURTHER OR HIGHER 
LEARN1NG.A wide variety of intermediate and beginners course to prepare individuals for the 
world of workxollege or university.there are close partnerships with colleges/ESF/universities 
/careers and other providers. 

INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP ACCESS TO ACCOMODATION AT REDUCED RATES TO 
THOSE LIVING IN SIP OR RURAL AREAS TO PURSUE SINGLE INTERESTS, 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITY OR HOBBY GROUPS. The letting policy is specifically geared to 
help those excluded and includes access to Schools,Community Education Center’s, Libraries and 
Community Center’s. There are in excess of two hundred locations, which are used frequently 
for the delivery of Lifelong Learning activities. 



2. ACCESS TO NEW TECHNOLOGY 

There are at present over twenty community based computer suites run by the service with several 
more voluntary locations supported via grant aid and staff timeThese are all located in the heart of 
communities, in schools, community education and community centre’s. In addition all main 
Libraries have Open Learning Centre’s with support staff who offer individual help and access to 
online and open learning materials. Smaller libraries also have access for individual learners. The 
ecomomic development unit also help fund suite’s that are used to support work with the 
unemployed and also help w and contribute to the development and updating of existing networks. 
The Local Enterprise Company, the SIP boards and Sufi have all been instrumental to ensuring the 
continuing development of new technology and are part of the Community Learning Partnership. 

CYBER CAFE’S: The next phase of new technology development is the provision of dedicated 
youth cyber cafk’s. At present there are four of these open with a further two planned very 
soon.Youth information projects are being organised by Community Education, Schools and 
Colleges, and the Health Promotion Department of LanarkshireHealth Board. 

3. CONCLUSION 

It can be seen from the examples quoted above (which can only give a flavour of the activity) that 
the council and its partners are committed to improving access and opportunity to learning. We 
are also keen to provide customer focussed, high quality programmes, which meet the needs of the 
people we serve. The present cross cutting review of Lifelong Learning will we hope take us 
another step closer to achieving our aim which is to make North Lanarkshire a County which can 
‘Change through Learning. ’ 


