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SCRUTINY PANEL - STRATEGY AND POLICY IMPLEMENTATION - 17 April 2002 

Motherwell, 17 April 2002 at 10 am. 

A Meeting of the SCRUTINY PANEL - STRATEGY AND POLICY IMPLEMENTATION 

PRESENT 

Councillor Hogg, Convener; Councillor Lafferty, Vice-Convener; Councillors Barrie, Connelly, Gordon, 
Gorman, Hebenton, McGhee, Maginnis, J. Martin, Morris, G. Murray and Valentine. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Hogg (Convener) presided 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Monica Patterson, Department of Housing and Property Services 
Ken Wilson, Department of Community Services 
Phi1 Gaunt, Department of Planning and Environment 
Sandie Mackay, Chief Executive's Office 
Alastair Ashley, Department of Administration 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Cefferty, W. Martin and Moran 

SCRUTINY PANEL - STRATEGY AND POLICY IMPLEMENTATION - MINUTE 

1. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Scrutiny Panel - Strategy and Policy 
Implementation held on 27 March 2002. 

Action: to note the Minute of the meeting. 

IMPROVING HOUSING AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

2. There was submitted a report dated 4 April 2002 by the Director of Housing and Property Services on 
Improving Housing and the Environment outlining the aims and progress to date to:- 

identify and develop strategies to meet housing needs 
continue to improve the standard of housing 
achieve sustainability 

Thereon, Mrs. Patterson made a presentation to the Panel highlighting the significant achievements 
made in progressing the Housing and Environment Working Group Action Plan. 

In answer to questions from the Panel, Mrs. Patterson and Mr. Gaunt explained:- 

- in relation to contaminated land, that the Contaminated Land Strategy had been completed and 
an investigation into possible contaminated land sites was being carried out with a view to 
identifying a priority list of areas 

- in relation to the development of 50 very sheltered units, that, as the percentage of older people 
within North Lanarkshire increased, services would require to be reshaped to meet changing 
requirements which would include the provision of very sheltered housing. Where very sheltered 
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units were provided in existing developments the cost of these developments may be pooled and 
this was an area that would change with the implementation of the supporting people initiative. 

- in relation to developing a homelessness strategy, there were over 2,000 homeless applications 
per year, which level was expected to increase as more prominence was given to helping the 
homeless. The Homelessness Strategy should be in place by March 2003. 

- in relation to the development of 750 houses for rent by March 2004, the Local Housing Strategy 
reflected all the needs of the whole of North Lanarkshire. Any comments regarding the provision 
of housing within North Lanarkshire should be made as part of the consultation exercise on the 
strategy. The need for additional resources for the upgrading of private sector housing within the 
area had been raised with the Scottish Executive 

- in relation to establishing a programme of improvement works for communities, corridors, the 
urban fringe, urban parks, open spaces and countryside sites, some areas had been progressed 
while other areas could not be progressed until the review of the Department of Planning and 
Environment had been completed. 

Following a full discussion, and having regard to the Corporate Plan, the Panel agreed that further 
information was required on the initiatives being developed to take forward promoting housing and the 
environment including (1) in relation to achieving sustainability, (a) the progress being made to 
establish a programme of improvement works for communities, corridors, the urban fringe, urban 
parks, open spaces and countryside sites, and (b) the co-ordinated approach being developed to deal 
with contaminated land throughout North Lanarkshire following the completion of the Contaminated 
Land Strategy, and (2) in relation to identifying and developing strategies to meet housing need, an 
explanation of the rent charges when very sheltered housing was developed within existing sheltered 
complexes. 

Action: 

(1) to note the report by the Director of Housing and Property Services, and 

(2) to note that the Director of Housing and Property Services was progressing the points 
identified and would submit a report to this Panel on:- 

(a) achieving sustainability - the progress being made to establish a programme of 
improvement works for communities, corridors, the urban fringe, urban parks, open 
spaces and countryside sites; 

(b) achieving sustainability - the co-ordinated approach being developed to deal with 
contaminated land throughout North Lanarkshire following the completion of the 
Contaminated Land Strategy, and 

(c) identifying and developing strategies to meet housing need - an explanation of the 
rent charges when very sheltered housing was developed within existing sheltered 
complexes. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

3. The next meeting of the Panel was scheduled for Wednesday, 8 May 2002 at 10 am. 

Action: to note the date of the next meeting. 
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