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SCRUTINY PANEL - STRATEGY AND POLICY IMPLEMENTATION - 12 June 2002 

Motherwell, 12 June 2002 at 10 am. 

A Meeting of the SCRUTINY PANEL - STRATEGY AND POLICY IMPLEMENTATION 

PRESENT 

Councillor Hogg, Convener; Councillor Lafferty, Vice-Convener; Councillors Barrie, Burns, Hebenton, 
J. Martin, G. Murray and Valentine. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Hogg (Convener) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Ken Wilson, Department of Community Services; 
Tom McKenzie, Department of Housing and Property Services; 
Archie Cowie and Tom Lachlan, Department of Planning and Environment; 
Sandie Mackay, Chief Executive’s Office; 
Alastair Ashley, Department of Administration. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Cefferty, Connelly, Gorman, McGhee, Maginnis, Moran and Morris. 

SCRUTINY PANEL - STRATEGY AND POLICY IMPLEMENTATION - MINUTE 

1. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Scrutiny Panel - Strategy and Policy 
Implementation held on 8 May 2002. 

Action: 

(1) that the sentence in paragraph 3 ‘The First Stop Shop in Cumbernauld town centre was the 
only purpose built First Stop Shop’ be replaced with ‘The First Stop Shop in Cumbernauld 
town centre was the only First Stop Shop which had been designed from scratch, and 

(2) to otherwise note the Minute of the meeting. 

IMPROVING HOUSING AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

2. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the meeting of the Panel held on 17 April 2002 when, 
following a presentation by Mrs. Patterson on Improving Housing and the Environment, the Panel 
agreed that a report be submitted to the Panel on:- 

0 in relation to achieving sustainability, the progress being made to establish a programme of 
improvement works for communities, corridors, the urban fringe, urban parks, open spaces and 
cou ntty side sites; 

0 in relation to achieving sustainability, the co-ordinated approach being developed to deal with 
contaminated land throughout North Lanarkshire following the completion of the Contaminated 
Land Strategy; 

1 ’  



SCRUTINY PANEL - STRATEGY AND POLICY IMPLEMENTATION - 12 June 2002 

0 in relation to identifying and developing strategies to meet housing need, an explanation of the 
rent charges when very sheltered housing was developed within existing sheltered complexes, 

there was submitted a report dated 30 May 2002 by the Director of Housing and Property Services 
outlining:- 

Achieving Sustainability - a programme of improvement works for communities, corridors, the urban 
fringe, urban parks, open spaces and countryside sites and various initiatives had been instigated. 
Greater co-operation had been developed between departments through the Open Space Working 
Group which had paved the way for greater integration of service delivery. However, it was 
acknowledged that an action plan was required to address immediate concerns and put in place 
enhanced maintenance regimes. 

Achieving Sustainability - an inspection strategy had been implemented by identifying contaminated 
land and undertaking a risk assessment to assess suitability for use of the land. The Council had 
received funding for the Contaminated Land Strategy and were on schedule to meet all objectives of 
the strategy. A prioritised list of sites had been produced using the geographical information systems 
model. The next stage of the strategy would involve determining whether or not the site studies were 
statutorily contaminated or deserved the category 1 classification. 

Identifying and Developing Strategies to Meet Housing Need - within North Lanarkshire Council’s 
housing stock there had been no conversion of sheltered housing to very sheltered status and the 
Council did not have an agreed policy in place for the allocation of appropriate budgets for enhanced 
facilities usually associated with very sheltered housing. Traditionally the Council pooled the 
additional costs of the warden services within sheltered developments across the Housing Revenue 
Account. However when the Supporting People Funding Scheme becomes operational in April 2003 
calculation for sheltered complexes would change. In the meantime a rent would continue to be 
calculated for the property in accordance with the revised rent policy with an additional charge 
required to cover the proportion of the warden’s time which could be attributed to providing housing 
support. The Council would determine a charging policy to sheltered tenants in respect of the support 
element of the warden service. Following the experience of the Kirk Care Ravenscourt Development 
at Camp Street, Motherwell the allocation of sheltered housing would be considered on the basis of 
those who needed it most and required support services and facilities provided as there would be a 
charging policy in place to reflect the cost of providing these services which could no longer be pooled 
across a larger number of tenants. 

In answer to questions from the Panel Mr McKenzie, Mr Lachlan and Mr Wilson explained:- 

0 in relation to the Open Space Maintenance Working Group, that the objective of the Group was to 
identify issues that required addressing in relation to the maintenance and management of open 
spaces by departments of the Council and its partner agencies and develop a greater 
understanding and co-operation between them. 

in relation to hit squads, that the cleaning up of Cumbernauld town centre was being given a high 
profile. 

in relation to contaminated land, that data had been inputted to the Land Quality Management 
Database since December 2001 and was on target. Any contaminated land identified under 
category 1 would be examined within the next year. The Land Quality Management Database 
was open for viewing by Members at 453 Main Street, Coatbridge. There was no European 
funding available at present to clear up contaminated land but it was acknowledged that more 
favourable land prices could be obtained if the Council was able to clean up these sites prior to 
sale. 

In relation to very sheltered housing, that Housing Benefit would contribute to the cost of the 
bricks and mortar element of the property within the public and private sector with any support 
costs funded from the Supporting People Funding Scheme. It was explained that the charging for 
people in residential homes differed from those people in sheltered housing developments. A 
report on the charging policy would be placed in front of the Housing and Technical Services and 
Social Work Committees in due course. The situation in Kirk Care, Ravenscourt Development at 
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Camp Street, Motherwell was discussed and it was acknowledged that care should be taken 
when drawing up the Council’s charging policy not to disadvantage those people who were not in 
receipt of benefit. 

Following full discussion, and having regard to the Corporate Plan, the Panel 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

noted the objectives of the Open Space Working Group; 

noted progress being made with the contaminated land strategy, and the invitation to 
Members to view the Land Quality Management Database, and 

noted that the Council should consider all relevant issues when formulating a charging policy 
for support costs in relation to sheltered housing. 

Action: 

(1) a report be submitted to a future meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee on the 
Panel’s conclusions on the priority theme Improving Housing and the Environment, and 

(2) to otherwise note the terms of the report. 

DISABILITY DISCRIMINATION ACT 1995 - PROVISION OF SERVICES AND ACCESS TO 
BUILDINGS BY THE DISABLED 

3. There were submitted (1) a report dated 30 May 2002 by the Director of Planning and Environment on 
provision of services and access to buildings by the disabled, and (2) Appendix A to the report 
showing the buildings inspected and access audits completed (a) advising that the Disability 
Discrimination Act 1995 imposed a duty on the Council to make reasonable adjustments to improve 
access to services for disabled people; (b) indicating (A) that a programme of access audits had been 
undertaken to meet the requirements of the Act; (B) that buildings had been inspected and access 
audits prepared and completed, and (C) that the Council had been unable to meet the initial targets 
due to difficulties in recruiting staff and in obtaining resources to implement new innovative methods 
of fast tracking the building warrant legislative process when permissions were required, and 
(c) intimating that the Disability Discrimination (Providers of Services) (Adjustment of Premises) 
Regulations 2001 would come into force on 1 October 2004 and had implications for the Council in 
relaxing the timescales to have all buildings altered to meet the requirements of the legislation which 
meant the Council could concentrate on buildings that had been completed for more than 10 years. 

In answer to questions from the Panel, Mr Cowie and Mr McKenzie explained that the work to be 
carried out within various buildings throughout North Lanarkshire had been identified and was to be 
programmed and budgets allocated to maximise the works. 

Action: the Director of Housing and Property Services and Director of Planning and 
Environment to submit a further report to the next meeting of the Panel outlining 

(1) the budget allocated to provide services and access to buildings by the disabled; 

(2) the work completed, work in progress and proposed works, and 

(3) the targets to meet the requirements of the Disability Discrimination (Providers of Services) 
(Adjustment of Premises) Regulations 2001 which would come into force on 1 October 2004. 
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DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

4. The next meeting of the Panel was scheduled for Wednesday, 21 August 2002 at 10 am. 

Action: to note the date of the next meeting 


