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1 Purpose of Report 

Subject: PROPOSED SHOP MOBILITY 
UNIT IN MOTHERWELL TOWN 
CENTRE 

1. I The purpose of this report is to update members on the investigation into options 
for Shopmobility within Motherwell town centre. 

2 Background 
2.1 As previously reported, various sites within Motherwell town centre have been 

currently being concentrated on the use of the landscaped area lying between 
the pedestrianised Brandon Parade East and Hope Street / Menteith Road. 

I investigated to assess their suitability (see appendix for details). Attention is 

3 Current Situation 
3.1 Since the last meeting of the Review Group on December, work has 

concentrated on seeking to achieve a better idea of the funding implications - 
both capital and revenue. In this connection it should be noted that there is 
currently no provision for this in the relevant budgets of the Planning and 
Environment Department. 

3.2 Investigations so far indicate that the capital cost of establishing Shopmobility in 
Motherwell is likely to be in the order of €150,000. When contingencies and 
design fees are added, this gives a project cost in the order of €1 90,000 - 
€200,000. 

3.3 Revenue costs have also been examined bearing in mind the opportunities for 
sharing some costs with the existing Coatbridge unit. The cost of operating the 
two units is estimated at €120,000 per annum. Application has been made for 
this funding as a Growth Proposal in the revenue budget for 200312004. If the 
bid is successful, it is assumed that the budget would be administered through 
Town Centre Initiatives 

4 Recommendations 
4.1 Panel members are asked to note 

(a) the ongoing work to identify the most practical site for shopmobility in 
Motherwell and the associated capital cost of establishing such a facility 

(b) that there is no capital budget provision for this at present. 
(c) the submission of a bid for revenue resources in 2003/2004 for operating 

Shopmobility in both Coatbridge and Motherwell 

David M Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENWIRONMENT 
For further information please contact: Mr William M. Hazel on 01 698 302083 2018 1 I03 
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APPENDIX 
INITIAL ASSESSMENT OF POSSIBLE SITES 

Scott Street Car Park ( 117 spaces ) 
This 117 space public carpark, to the east of the town centre and the ring road, is one of the few 
existing car parks which is not over-subscribed at the present time and which could, therefore, 
be considered for accommodating a Shopmobility Unit without impinging on current parking 
needs. It could also be developed for Shopmobility relatively easily. 

The issues relating to the site are :- 
a) its remoteness from the main shopping area which may discourage potential users and 

b) its remoteness from the town centre road network, which will increase directional signing 

c) its separation from the pedestrianised area by an underpass and associated 60m long 

increase security requirements 

requirements 

ramp which has a steep gradient 

Brandon Parade East ( Option I ) 
This option would site the actual Shopmobility portakabin(s) in the existing landscaped area 
directly between the shop units and the underpass steps. This would mean the Shopmobility 
Unit was highly visible with good access to the pedestrian precinct. Vehicular access would be 
taken through the existing Pollock Street car park with the shopmobility associated parking 
located on the existing landscaped area between the vehicular access point and the 
portakabin(s). 

The issues relating to this option are that:- 
the landscaped areas will require significant excavation and shaping works to bring them 
to appropriate levels 
the proposed area for the portakabin(s) is crossed by public utility (PU) apparatus which 
may render this option unaffordable. BT, Transco, Scottish Power and Scottish Water 
have all been written to regarding the affects of these proposals on their apparatus, 
although experience has shown that even estimated costs may not be forthcoming in the 
short term 
the area proposed for the car parking is also crossed by some PU apparatus 
up to 40 mature and semi-mature trees could be lost in the landscaped areas 
irrespective of other obstacles the proposals would probably require to work around the 
existing high mast lighting column and PU control pillars 

Brandon Parade East ( Option 2 ) 
This site has been given consideration with a view to minimising the possible PU costs 
identified in Option 1 above. The area remaining would still be able to accommodate the 
Shopmobility Unit and associated parking, while avoiding the area most heavily underlain with 
PU apparatus and negating the need to work around the control pillars and lighting column. 
Excavation costs would also be reduced. 

The issues relating to this option are :- 
a) the Shopmobility Unit would not have the high profile location of Option I 
b) there remains the possibility of significant PU costs 
c) up to 21 mature and semi-mature trees will be lost 
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