
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Date: 21 August 2003 

REPORT M~ENDA ITEM Na 

Ref: SMCWJJ 

To: SCRUTINY PANEL STRATEGY 
AND POLICY IMPLEMENTATION 

From: CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

Subject: EVICTIONS BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN 
SCOTLAND 
An Interim Joint Paper by Shelter 
Scotland and Legal Services Agency 
(2003) 

1. 

1 .I 

1.2 

1.3 

1.4 

1.5 

1.6 

1.7 

Background 

The report summarises the recent eviction records of local authorities based on information 
on evictions, collected and published by the Scottish Executive. It illustrates that the local 
authorities eviction practices conflict with some national homelessness policy objectives and 
highlights wide variation in practice between areas. 

The report highlights that North Lanarkshire has the highest number of eviction actions in 
Scotland when looked at in sheer volume terms and the 4'h highest when looked at as a 
percentage of our housing stock. 

Geography and housing stock would not appear to be the only factor in determining eviction 
action. For example 10.4% of tenants in North Lanarkshire (4780) faced eviction actions, in 
South Lanarkshire the level stood at 2.2% (735). The report indicates that the contrast 
between North and South Lanarkshire is notable also for the fact that according to the 2003 
Report by the Audit Commission the rent arrears levels are very similar: 5.5% in the case of 
North Lanarkshire and 4.8% in the case of South Lanarkshire. 

The report further states that not all cases that make it to court result in a decree (eviction 
order) and this may be due to a number of factors including the availability of professional 
representation. Again North Lanarkshire emerges as the council with most decrees granted 
against its tenants with a total of 1,672. However, Argyll and Bute is highest in percentage 
terms at 11 % - whilst North Lanarkshire is 3.6% (4'h). This is due to the fact that North 
Lanarkshire starts more actions but proportionality less result in an eviction order therefore 
the percentage figure is lower. 

The final part of the process is evictions (and abandonments). Again North Lanarkshire is 
the authority with the highest number of evictions with 194. But again this is numerically the 
highest but not in percentage terms of actions started. 

The report highlights the issue that mixed signals are being given by the Executive on 
evictions and abandonments. It states that 'Edinburgh and North Lanarkshire who evict 
more individuals and families than any other councils are commended by the Accounts 
Commission guides as amongst the councils closest to best practice.' 

The report does not deal with the reasons behind eviction but it does indicate - 'It is however 
important to note that although anti-social behaviour is primarily assumed to be the main 
reason for evicting tenants and is often used to justify evictions, it is actually the cause of 
only a small minority of evictions. In 2001 - 2002 only 2.8% of evictions were for anti-social 
behaviour.' 
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The report highlights the inconsistency between the pressure to collect rents and 
homelessness policy and suggests a number of changes including an alteration to the Audit 
Commission's criteria to give ' the highest scores to those who manage the fewest eviction 
and the lowest rent arrears.' 

Conclusion 

The report highlights a number of inconsistencies in National and Local Authority Policies 
and as such the Director of Housing and Property Services is requested to prepare a 
presentation which outlines and includes: 
e 

e 

e 

e 

e 

e 

Details of the current rent arrears policy 
Statistics on how many court actions lead to eviction (2002103) 
Details of the current process for dealing with anti social behaviour 
Statistics of the current process for dealing with anti social behaviour leading to 
eviction (2002103) 
Outline what preventative and supportive measures are in place to prevent 
homelessness 
Comparison with other local authorities of a similar size 
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