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I. Purpose of Report 

Subject: 
Inspection Strategy for the 
Identification of 
Contaminated Land 

1 .I The purpose of this report is to update the Scrutiny Panel on progress made in the 
implementation of the Inspection Strategy for the Identification of Contaminated Land. 

2. Background 

2.1 To comply with its statutory duty under the Environmental Protection Act 1990, North 
Lanarkshire Council submitted its Inspection Strategy for the Identification of Contaminated 
Land to the Scottish Executive in October 2001. 

2.2 The overall aim of the strategy is to: 

To provide a rational, ordered and efficient approach to identifying sites with the greatest 
potential risk to receptors. 

0 Impartially prioritise inspection plans for sites based on publicly available reliable data 
sources using a Geographical Information System (GIS) based model. 

0 Carry out desk studies and site reconnaissance visits in a cost effective manner, recording 
all work on sites using the Land Quality Management Database (LQMD) to give a structured 
approach with a permanent record. 

0 Move toward definitively identifying statutorily contaminated sites. 

0 Ensure remediation of any identified sites and production of a public register containing 
details of identification notices, remediation notices and remediation statements. 

2.3 The current approach for assessing ‘suitability for use’ is risk assessment. This technique is 
used to rationalise the likelihood and severity of the contaminant-pathway-receptor pollutant 
linkage being realised and the significance of the impact upon the receptor. Many factors 
require to be assessed and this is broadly approached at two levels, qualitative assessment 
and quantitative assessment. The level of risk assessment depends upon the quality and 
availability of relevant data upon which to form the assessment. In broad terms, North 
Lanarkshire Council’s approach involves an automated regional screening and prioritisation risk 
assessment based on public domain information, followed by a more detailed manual site- 
specific risk assessment. The automated regional screening involves assigning scores to the 
various states of certain variables then totalling these for an overall score for any specific site. 
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5. 

5.1 

The manual site specific information will be stored on the Land Quality Management Database 
(LQMD) custom built for the purpose and will be manually assessed when appropriate. 

The GIS model has produced a prioritised list of potentially contaminated areas. The list 
grouped the areas into 4 categories denoting the severity of the potential contamination through 
risk assessment. Category ‘1’ and Category ‘2’ are the highest and second highest potentially 
contaminated areas respectively. 289 Category ‘1’ and 6275 Category ‘2’ areas have been 
identified from a total number of 7034 potentially contaminated areas initially identified. 

The large number of potentially contaminated areas is due to the industrial heritage of North 
Lanarkshire. The Planning and Environment Committee of 9/10/2002 gave approval to the 
Director of Planning and Environment to appoint two specialist consultants to assist in 
progressing the strategy. 

Sustainability Implications 

The implementation of the strategy is to ensure that land is suitable for its current use and to 
ensure appropriate remediation action is taken where any site meets the statutory definition of 
contaminated land. 

Considerations 

Work is ongoing within the Pollution Control Section in conjunction with the Departments 
consultants on investigating potentially contaminated areas. Reconnaissance visits are in 
progress to collect additional information on the potential presence of pollution. Information 
gathered is being put into the Land Quality Management Database along with any other 
relevant information which is found from desk-studies or previous site investigations, to form a 
permanent record of all information held for sites to be used in further assessment. 

To date reconnaissance visits, structured reporting and input of site data into the Land Quality 
Management Database has been completed for 1291 individual locations. This represents 18% 
of the total number of potentially contaminated locations identified by the initial contaminated 
land model run. 

In addition to this the consultants have been commissioned to undertake a further 600 
reconnaissance visits before the end of this year. 

On completion of the reconnaissance visits and inputting the data into the Land Quality 
Management Database the next stage as detailed in the strategy is a review of available 
archived material and supporting information on the conditions present prior to any intrusive 
investigation taking place. Work is ongoing on this review. 

If a location is found to be a statutorily contaminated site then the appropriate legal process will 
be followed to ensure remediation is carried out. 

The Scottish Executive has awarded a capital allocation of f662,OOO for 2003-04 for works 
associated with the implementation of the strategy. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that the scrutiny panel notes the contents of the report. 
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David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
(8'h October 2003) 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Tom Lachlan on 01 236 81 2457 
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