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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to advise Partnership of the progress made on projects 
contained in the Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan. 

Background 

The Partnership will recall that a commitment was given that regular updates on the range 
of projects, which form the Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan, would be presented to future 
meetings of the Partnership. 

Project Updates 

In line with the Department’s commitment to keep the Committee informed of progress 
towards achieving the aims of the Action Plan this report provides an update on a number 
of projects currently being advanced through the Department. 

The third phase of Town Centre Environmental Improvement works is now practically 
complete. There are a small number of outstanding works, such as the installation of 
bench seats and final surfacing of the junction of Hallcraig Street and South Bridge 
Street and these are expected to be completed over the next month. The widened 
footways, pedestrian barriers and enhanced lighting should make this area of the town 
centre easier to move around and much brighter during the evenings and winter 
months. 

0 Discussions over the resurfacing of the footways on Buchanan Street and Hallcraig 
Street are at an advanced stage. Buchanan Street was originally part of the phase 2 
programme of works but, in recognition of the potential disruption a lengthy closure of 
the street would involve, it was decided to carry out a less complicated scheme of 
works than those implemented on the main shopping streets. As an alternative to 
natural stone it is intended to use an asphalt surface with a stone pattern on it, which 
means that the process will be much quicker and will not involve as much disruption as 
would have been the case previously. 

The f180,OOO contract to renew and replace paths and landscaping between the 
Business Centre and the Hallcraig Street Car Park is nearing completion. This has 
involved creating a Disability Discrimination Act compliant ramp from Mill Loan to the 
car park, installing a new flight of steps leading from the car park to the business 
centre, new lighting and handrails. This will not only provide easier access from and 



through the Hallcraig Street to the Business Centre but also from Central Park to 
Hallcraig Street and Graham Street. 

0 The design of the new car park on the former gasholder site is being progressed and 
site surveys have been carried out with a view to beginning work on the formation of the 
car park later this financial year. This will provide much needed public car parking 
readily accessible to South Bridge Street for people entering the Town Centre from the 
north and accessible to Graham Street via the improved footpath network at the 
Business Centre. 

0 It is also intended to carry out a full parking survey of the Town Centre to assess usage 
patterns and levels. The results of the survey will assist in developing new traffic and 
parking regulations for on street parking and identify potential parking management 
solutions. 

0 Airdrie Business Centre has welcomed its first tenants and is now the subject of a 
marketing initiative, through the Lanarkshire Brand, as a business location for growing 
local companies, particularly those in the service sector. The Centre's meeting and 
conference rooms have full audio visual and data projection facilities and can be rented 
for meetings as well as being available to tenants of the building. 

3.2 Further updates on the range of projects, which form the Action Plan, will be presented to 
future meetings of the Partnership. 

4 Recommendations 

a) It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership notes progress made on the 
Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan. 

David M. Porc'h\-/ 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Gordon Laing on 01236 616478. 

(21 August 2006) 
k 


