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I To: Shotts & Harthill Area Committee I Subject: COMMUNITY FORUM - UPDATE 

Director of Administration 

Date: 16 March, 1999 I Ref: SC/CEO12/023 

1.0 Introduction 

1.1 Two meetings of the Shotts and Harthill Community Forum took place on Monday 18 January 1999 
and Monday 01 March 1999 at 7.00pm in the Community Education Centre, Kirk Road, Shotts. The 
agendas for these meetings are attached in Appendix One for information. 

2.0 Key Issue 

2.1 Details of those attending together with a note of the business of the meeting of 18 January 1999 are 
outlined in Appendix Two. 

2.2 As can be seen from the agenda the main item for discussion at the meeting was the development of 
an agenda for the Forum. Issues of particular concern related to: 

0 the physical remoteness of the Shotts and Harthill Area 
0 reduction in locally based service delivery particularly in relation to the Benefits Agency 
0 issues around road repairs and lighting faults 
0 information on the current position with RECHAR funding. 

The Community Forum are now developing an agenda for action relating to these matters. 

2.3 At its meeting of the 01 March 1999, the Community Forum considered the report remitted from the 
Shotts and Harthill Area Committee relating the North Lanarkshire community Safety strategy. 
The report engendered a lively debate within the Forum around the priority issues and attached in 
Appendix Three is a draft response. This response will be finalised by the Community Forum 
meeting on Monday 22 March 1999. 

3 .O Recommendations 

3.1 It is recommended that the Area Committee consider the attached draft response from the 
Community Forum on the North Lanarkshire Community Safety Strategy and otherwise note the 
content of this report. 
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APPENDIX ONE 

SHOTTS & HARTHILL AREA COMMITTEE 

COMMUNITY FORUM MEETING 

MONDAY 18 JANUARY 1999 AT 7.00 P.M. 

COMMUNITY EDUCATION CENTRE 
KIRK ROAD, SHOTTS 

AGENDA 

2. 

3.  

4. 

5 .  

Welcome 

Constitution (see attached) 

Papers from previous Area Committees 

Any Other Business 

Date of Next Meeting 
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APPENDIX ONE 

SHOTTS & HARTHILL AREA COMMITTEE 

COMMCJNITY FORUM MEETING 

MONDAY 01 MARCH 1999 AT 7.00 P.M. 

COMMUNITY EDUCATION CENTRE 
KIRK ROAD, SHOTTS 

AGENDA 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Welcome 

Papers from Area Committee - 9 February 1999 

North Lanarkshire Community Safety Strategy - Discussion 

Any Other Business 

Date of Next Meeting 
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1.0 

2.0 

3.0 

4.0 

APPENDIX TWO 

SHOTTS & HARTHILL COMMUNITY FORUM 

Note of Meeting of Monday 18 January 199 at 
7.00 p.m. in Community Education Centre, Kirk Road, Shotts 

Present: J Farnell 
F Fallan 
M Watson 
J Easton 

Apologies: W Dixon 
B Lewis 
G Terris 

A Farnell 
J McGrath 
R McCulloch 
S Cloke 

M Alexander 
G Murphy 

Welcome 
Susan Cloke welcomed everyone to the meeting and outlined the business for the evening. A note 
of the meeting of 07 December 1998 had been circulated and the meeting was asked if they wished 
to propose any alterations or changes. There were no amendments and the note was agreed. 

Constitution 
The meeting was then informed that copies of the finalised Constitution had been circulated and 
asked if there were any further comments or amendments. It was indicated that the finalised 
constitution had also been forwarded to the Liaison Director and it was anticipated that it would go 
before the next Shotts and Harthill Area Committee. No further amendments were proposed. 

Papers from Previous Area Committees 
Susan Cloke indicted that as previously agreed she had assembled a complete set of papers of the 
Shotts and Harthill Area Committee in order to provide members of the Forum with an indication of 
the matters which were coming before the Area Committee for their consideration. These papers 
were circulated to those in attendance. She indicated that in the main the business of the Committee 
had centred around the distribution of Community Grants monies but that other matters had been 
brought before the Committees including the consultation on the Leisure Plan, the production of 
Area Profiles, and development plans of Central Scotland Countryside Trust. It was the general 
feeling of the meeting that they would wish to take time to consider these papers and if necessary 
come back with questions to the next meeting. 

Possible Future Agenda Items 
Susan Cloke asked the meeting if there were any matters which those in attendance would wish to 
put on the Agenda for consideration by the Forum. As previously there was a general discussion 
around the role of the Forum and whether it should set its own agenda or wait to be consulted by the 
Community Forum. There was a general discussion around this issue and it was determined that the 
business of the Forum would develop as a combination of both. It was agreed that it would be in the 
best interest of the Forum to develop its own agenda of issues it considered important to the groups 
and areas it represented. There then followed a lengthy discussion around a number of areas which 
members at the meeting regarded as meriting consideration. These are detailed below: 

0 Issues of the remoteness of the Shotts and Harthill area from central council service delivery and 
even within this area the further remoteness of settlements such as Hartwood 
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0 Removal of locally based service delivery making it harder for resident to access the services 
available e.g. removal of the ability of the cleansing lorries to log special uplifts. Concern that 
the Comcil’s service delivery was seen to be fragmented e.g. Leisure headquarters in Stepps, 
Education in Coatbridge. Need to press for local access to services. 

0 Benefits Agency - Deep concern expressed that it was no longer possible to access Benefits 
Agency services from the local office in Shotts. All enquiries required to be channelled through 
the office in Hamilton resulting in additional expense and time for clients. Additionally concern 
that it was no longer possible for individuals to phone on behalf of clients without a written 
mandate from the client. The meeting understood the need for client confidentiality but felt that 
this was just another hurdle placed in the way of claimants. Meeting agreed that it would be 
helpful if the Benefits Agency could be asked to explain these policy changes and the matter 
brought before a future meeting. 

0 Roads and Lighting - A number of issues were raised around the area of roads repairs and 
lighting faults and it was considered appropriate to invite a member of the Planning and 
Development department to explain how the fault reporting system operated. 

0 RECHAR - Concern was expressed that initially there had been a lot of publicity locally around 
the availability of European funds through the RECHAR programme but that little had been 
heard since then. Meeting asked if it would be possible for Planning and Development to 
provide an update. 

It was agreed that the appropriate agencies and Council departments would be contacted with a view 
to providing an update on these matters to later meetings. Additionally it was determined that 
members would attempt to identify for the next meeting the main area of concern for the groups or 
areas they represented. 

5.0 Date of Next Meeting 
The next meeting ofthe Community Forum will take place on Monday 01 March 1999 at 7.00 p.m. 
in Community Education Centre, Kirk Road, Shotts. 
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APPENDIX THREE 

3 NORTH L A N A F S H  

COMMUNITY FORU M 

The Community Forum welcome the opportunity to discuss the North Lanarkshire Community Safety 
Strategy and to provide a local input to the strategy development process. The Forum fully endorses the 
partnership approach to tackling community safety and would emphasise the need for the communities of 
North Lanarkshire themselves to be recognised as a vital member in this partnership approach. 

The five priority issues identified and agreed by the Community Safety Partnership are fully supported by 
the Community Forum and outlined below is a response from the Forum on each issue. 

Alcohol and Drug Abuse 
This was clearly identified by the Forum as an area of major concern within the Shotts and Harthill area. 
The Forum membership has over recent times seen a marked increase in the incidence of drug, alcohol and 
substance abuse and of growing concern is the increased availability of heroin coupled with a low street 
price. This has happened at a time when the Shotts and Harthill area has seen a reduction in locally based 
service provision with the closure of the Calderhead Addiction Centre. This has lead to potential service 
users now having to travel significant distances to access support with the associated cost implications. The 
lack of locally based mainstream services is seen by the Forum as a major problem when tackling this issue 
and the members would welcome the opportunity to discuss alternative ways of tackling this problem 
including the delivery of services on an ‘outreach’ basis or possible ways to access the services and 
expertise of Shotts Prison in this activity area 

Opportunities for Young People 
This lack of opportunities for young people in the Shotts and Harthill area was seen by the Forum as a 
strong contributing factor to the issues identified above. Again the physical remoteness of the area has lead 
to problems in accessing opportunities, facilities and services easily available in some other areas of North 
Lanarkshire. The lack of an adequate and affordable public transport system means that many young people 
cannot take up the employment opportunities available in the surrounding towns e.g. Livingstone, Bathgate 
and Bellshill and additionally their access to other leisure and social facilities in the evening is equally 
restricted. The Forum would welcome the opportunity to become involved in the development of proposals 
to help combat this situation e.g. community transport system 

0 

Transport Safety 
The Community Forum has highlighted a number of issues of local concern within this topic area. These 
include the following: 

0 the physical deterioration of the roads at a regional and local level e.g. potholes, bad drainage 
0 the lack of clear priority marking at several junctions e.g. Shottskirk Road 
0 the lack of adequate lighting at more remotely located junctions e.g. Headless Cross. 

Concern is also expressed by the Forum regarding the transport available to families visiting prisoners in 
Shotts prison. The bus service from the prison to the train station has been removed meaning that families 
now have to walk from Shotts to the prison and back resulting in them missing their train connections. 
They are then left at Shotts station for anything up to two hours. ,This is a particular problem given that 
many women will be accompanied by children. 
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The issue of the provision of a pedestrian crossing in Allanton is also high on the Forum’s agenda. The 
village is dissected by the trunk road to Edinburgh with the main residential areas being located on one side 
and the shops and local services on the other. The problem is further worsened by the fact that a large 
proportion of the population are elderly 

Home Safety and Domestic Violence 
The Community Forum endorses the identification of these two issues as priorities within the strategy and 
will actively support any programmes or projects developed to tackle these. Again the Forum would hope 
that any programme developed could have a local delivery mechanism within the Shotts and Harthill area 
for the reasons highlighted earlier in the response 

Once again the Allanton, Harthill, Hartwood and Shotts Community Forum would fully endorse the aims 
and objectives of the North Lanarkshire Community Safety Partnership and would hope that this is a model 
which will be replicated when dealing with other areas of strategy development within the North 
Lanarkshire area. 
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