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Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to advise the Social Inclusion Committee of a proposal by the Central 
Scotland Rural Development Group to investigate opportunities for social, economic and 
environmental regeneration in those rural villages with similar characteristics and adjacent to North 
Lanarkshire’s boundaries with Falkirk and West Lothian Councils. 

Background 

Members will recall that the Social Inclusion Committee at its meeting on 28 August 1999 noted the 
establishment of the Central Scotland Rural Development Group. The Central Scotland Rural 
Development Group comprises representatives from North Lanarkshire Council, Falkirk Council, 
West Lothian Council, Central Scotland Countryside Trust, Forest Enterprise and the Scottish 
Enterprise network within each of the local authority areas. 

The main aims of the Rural Development Group are to explore opportunities for partnership work 
and information sharing particularly in those villages and rural areas in each local authority which 
experience many similar characteristics and problems - for example: 

Economichndustrial decline following the demise of coal mining industry; 

Poor access to new jobs in urban areas; 
Relative isolation from main service providers and opportunities for further education or 
training; and, 
Lack of recognition as “rural” areas resulting in more limited external funding opportunities. 

Derelict landscape; 
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Project Proposal 

The Rural Development Group is anxious to investigate the feasibility for joint projects within the 
undernoted villages which will address social, economic and environmental issues. 

West Lothian 
Addiewell and Loganlea 
Armadale 
Blackridge 
Fauldhouse 
Greenrigg 
Longridge 
Whitbum 
Stone ybum 

These villages have been identified since they share a common set of disadvantages and a similar 
history. For example, unemployment in the North Lanarkshire and West Lothian settlements was 
15% and 14% (1991 Census data) respectively whilst the average figure for Scotland as a whole was 
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10.4%. In addition, environmental issues are compounded since the villages all sit on moorland at 
an altitude of 150metres or more above sea level. 
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The proposed joint initiative, which is currently known by the working title of “Moorland 
Communities Initiative”, has six key themes linked to: - 

0 Environmental enhancement programmes focusing upon village main streets and the 

Community development and social inclusion programmes; 

Attracting inward investment and external funding to augment and support existing 

Tourism and heritage initiatives; and 
0 Business/employment opportunities. 

neighbouring countryside; 
0 

0 Energy efficiency schemes; 
0 

mainstream service delivery by local authorities and other public sector partners; 
0 

The funding routes presented by the National Lottery and more recently, the Coalfields Regeneration 
Trust, together with the levels and leverage capacity of existing public sector expenditure in these 
areas provide an ideal opportunity for North Lanarkshire Council to work in partnership with 
neighbouring authorities and village communities themselves in addressing rural concerns through 
targeted and innovative support. 0 
Links To Social Inclusion and Existing Council Priorities 

Both the North Lanarkshre Community Plan and the Council’s own Corporate Plan refer to the 
specific factors affecting rural communities and the additional barriers to inclusion often experienced 
by people living in rural North Lanarkshire. In addition, the Council’s emerging Social Inclusion 
Strategy which is now being developed after the recent “Achieving Social Inclusion Conference” 
will highlight outlying communities as requiring special attention since the typical problems 
associated with social exclusion are often compounded by distance and remoteness. 

It is recognised that the proposed Moorland Communities Initiative will only address rural 
disadvantage within a distinct and targeted area of North Lanarkshire and there are other 
communities in the Northern Corridor and southern areas which also experience problems associated 
with access to services, employment opportunities and isolation. The similarities between the North 
Lanarkshire villages identified in the Moorland Communities Initiative and those in neighbouring 
authorities however, together with the partnership opportunities presented through the Rural 
Development Group, provide a very real opportunity to address rural deprivation in one part of the 
Council’s area. At the same time, the needs of those other areas may be addressed through service 
developments customised to their individual needs and particular circumstances. The Council’s 
Social Inclusion Strategy and other partnership initiatives (for example: the pan-Lanarkshire 
“Reviving Our Rural Area Strategy”) will provide a delivery mechanism in these areas. 

0 

Future Action 

The development of the proposed Moorland Communities Initiative is very much in its infancy and it 
is recognised that considerable work is required in terms of consulting with local communities and 
identifying key issues before specific project proposals may be developed. At this stage, the Social 
Inclusion Committee is requested to endorse in principle the Moorland Communities Initiative and 
approve the continued involvement of the Council in researching the proposal further. The Social 
Inclusion Committee is also requested to note the Initiative’s potential contribution and links to the 
existing social inclusion, corporate planning and community planning processes within North 
Lanarkshire. Future reports describing the progress of the Moorland Communities Initiative will be 
reported to Committee through the existing Social Inclusion Strategy reporting mechanisms. 

Recommendation 

The Social Inclusion Committee is requested to: 
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9 approve in principle the proposal to develop the Moorland Communities Initiative, as 
described in this report, through the activities of the Central Scotland Rural Development 
Group; 

ii) note the potential contribution of the Moorland Communities Initiative in addressing rural 
deprivation and decline within a discrete and targeted area of North Lanarkshire; 

iii) note the potential contribution of the Moorland Communities Initiative in delivering and 
informing key elements of the Council’s wider Social Inclusion Strategy, Corporate Plan and 
the North Lanarkshire Community Plan; 

iv) note that rural regeneration in other areas of North Lanarkshire will be addressed through the 
Social Inclusion Strategy and other local initiatives customised to the individual 
circumstances and needs of these communities; 

v) request the Chief Executive to report on progress in implementing the Moorland 
Communities Initiative through the existing Social Inclusion reporting mechanisms; 

vi) refer this report to the Planning and Environment Committee for its information given the 
department’s role in supporting the Central Scotland Rural Development Group; and, 

vii) otherwise note the contents of this report. 

&- Chief Executive 




