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To: SOCIAL WORK COMMllTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION 

Date: 27 February, 1996 Ref: JAF/IO 

REPORT 

Subject: CRIMINAL JUSTICE SOCIAL WORK 
SERVICES: REVISION OF NATIONAL 
STANDARDS FOR THROUGHCARE 

1.1  The Council has received from the Social Work Services Group of the Scottish Office a letter dated 
1 1 February (copy attached as an Appendix to this report) together with a copy of the consultative 
draft revised National Objectives and Standards for Throughcare. That consultative draft extends 
to 126 pages and, for that reason, is not reproduced herewith. Members seeking a copy of that 
document should contact John Fleming, Head of Central Services, on Ext. 2204. 

1.2 The proposals contained within that draft document are the subject of current consideration by the 
Director of Social Work. It will be noted, however, that the deadline for comment thereon has 
been set at  Friday 8 March 1995. 

2 PROPOSALS 

2.1 In view of the imminence of the deadline for comment it is proposed that it be remitted to the 
Director of Social Work, after consultation with the Chair and Vice-Chair, to formulate and submit 
comments on behalf of the Council. 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that it be remitted to the Director of Social Work, after consultation with the Chair and 
Vice-Chair, to formulate and submit on behalf of North Lanarkshire Council comments on the draft 
consultative revised National Objectives and Standards for Throughcare. 

Members seeking further information regarding contents of this report should contact John Fleming, Head 
of Central Services on Ext. 2204. 

. _  
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'ices u-oup lames Craig Walk 

Edinburgh EH1 3BA 

T e l e p h o n e  0131-244 
Fax 0131-244 3548 

To those on the attached consultation list . .  

--- 

7 February 1996 

Dear Sirhladam 

CRJMINAL JLiSTICE SOCIAL WORK SERVICES 
REVISION OF NATIONAL STANDARDS FOR THROUGHCARE 

In 1994, the Minister of State at The Scottish Office agreed to the formation of a group to 
review the National Objectives and Standards for Throughcare. 

A consultation group was established and contained representatives of all the main 
participants involved in throughcare, including central and local Government, the Parole 
Board, Scottish Prison Service, the Judiciary, the Association of Chief Police Officers 
(Scotland), SACRO and academia. The revised Standards take into account legislative and 
other changes since 1991, principally the Prisoners and Criminal Proceedings (Scotland) Act 
1993, and incorporate for the first time material on social work in prisons. 

As is normal practice for National Standards development and review, the Secretary of State 
wishes to invite views from all relevant interests before the Standards are finalised and issued 
by the Secretary of State to local authorities. 

r 

Along with other interested bodies, you are accordingly invited to submit your views on the 
enclosed consultative draft to Social Work Services Group. 

It is recognised that this looks a daunting document. It may be helpful to emphasise that 
much of it incorporates and consolidates existing interim guidance eg on supervised release 
orders and schedule 1 offenders. of the new material is in chapters 3-6, although there 
are updates and minor revision throughout. The document is also deliberately structured for 
ease of reference and self contained access by practitioners dealing with particular orders or 
licenses. The consultation group decided that although this approach necessarily lengthens 
the document it was preferable to multiple cross referencing. 

DDEOOOO 1.026 
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Responses should be sent to: 

Mrs Susan Malcolm 
Room 16a 
James Craig Walk 
EDINBURGH 
EH1 3BA. 

In order for the Standards and the outcome of consultation to be considered by the Main 
Consultation Group on Criminal Justice Social Work Services at its annual meeting on 
3 March, it would be helpful if as many responses as possible could reach us by that date. 
The fin a1 deadline for c o u ~  is Fnday 8 March to enable revised Standards to be available 
to new local authorities on local government reorganisation and to enable effective 
supervision of prisoners released under the 1993 Act from spring on. 

Local authorities and the Scottish Prison Service are being asked to act in accord with the 
procedures in the Standards on an interim basis, pending finalisation, for any early 
notifications of release and supervision under the 1993 Act in the meantime. 

In order to help inform debate on the subjects covered by these revised Standards, the 
Department's normal practice is to make available to the public, on request, copies of 
responses to consultation. In the absence of advice to the contrary from contributors, the 
Department will assume the responses can be made publicly available in this way. If 
contributors indicate that they A s h  all, or part, of their reply excluded from this arrangement. 
confidentially will be strictly respected. 

Yours faithfully 

LESLEY CLARE 
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CONSULTATION LIST 

Members of Main Consultation Group on Criminal Justice 
Social Work Services 
Directors of Social Work (existing authorities) 
Directors of Social Work (new authorities) 
Chief Executives (existing authorities) 
Chief Executives (new authorities) 
Chief Executive, Scottish Prison Service 
Scottish Council on Alcohol 
Sacro 
APEX Scotland 
Howard League for Penal Reform 
Scottish Association for the Study of Delinquency 
Association of Directors of Social Work 
British Association of Social Workers 
Association of Chief Police Officers (Scotland) 
Scottish Courts Administration 
Sheriff Principals Association 
Sheriffs Association 
Principal Clerk of Session and Justiciary 
Lord President, Court of Session 
Lord Justice General 
District Courts Association 
Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations 
Dean of Faculty of Advocates 
Convention of Scottish Local Authorities 
Law Society of Scotland 
Scottish Drugs Forum 
Barnardos (Scotland) 
Victim Support Scotland 
National Childrens Homes 
HM Chief Inspector of Prisons 
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