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To : 
Social Work Committee 

6 AGENDA ITEM b 

Subject: 
Alert Community Alarm 
Service 

REPORT 

Date: 
16 May 1996 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Ref : 
BM/KT 

1. Introduction 

1.1  The purpose of this report is to advise members of the current 
arrangements for the operation of the ALERT Community Alarm 
Service and to make recommendations on the arrangements for 
1997/98. 

2 .  Current Operational Arransements 

2.1  Since the 1s t  April 1996 South Lanarkshire Council has been the 
lead authority for the former Strathclyde Regional Council Alert 
Community Alarm Service. North Lanarkshire is one of a total of 
nine user authorities. 

2 .2  The former Strathclyde Regional Council budget has been 
disaggregated to each of the user authorities on the basis of the 
number of alarm units held by each authority at 1st April 1996. 
North Lanarkshire has just over 24% of the total number of units 
and our budget allocation is €167,740. 

2.3 It is proposed that each user authority should pay the lead 
authority in quarterly instalments. These payments cover all 
costs involved in the running of the central console based in 
Glasgow and managed by South Lanarkshire Council. 

3 .  Future Arranqements 

3.1 Each user authority is required to inform the lead authority 
before the end of June 1996 of their intentions either to remain 
within or  to withdraw from the current arrangements. 

3.2 An option open to this council is to intimate our intention to 
withdraw from the present arrangements in 1997/98 and in the 
meantime to prepare our own separate scheme. 

3.3 Although no precise figures are available at present the capital 
costs of such a venture would be considerable. There would also 
be insufficient time to assess its overall cost and feasibility. 
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4. Recommendations 

4.1 Members are asked to note the current arrangements for provision 
of the ALERT Community Alarm Service. 

4.2 Members are asked to agree: 

(a) That this Council continue to participate in the present 
arrangements during 1997/98. 

(b) That the Director of Social Work examine the feasibility of 
establishing a separate Community Alarm Scheme for North 
Lanarkshire Council to operate from April 1998 and report 
back to committee on his findings. 

nb hP 
David McKendrick 
Director of Social Work 16 May 1996 

For further information Qlealse contact Brian McGuire. Principal Officer 
_(Community Care) Tel: 01698 332031 
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