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Motherwell, 1 October 1996 at 1 1  am. 

A Meeting of the SOCIAL WORK (OPERATIONS AND SERVICES) SUB-COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor McElroy, Convener; Councillors Connelly, Lucas, McAlorum, Murphy, V. Murray and Nolan. 

CHAIR 

Councillor McElroy (Convener) presided. 

IN ATENDANCE 

The Chief Committee Services Officer, Head of Social Work Services, Principal Officer (Child Care) and 
Principal Officer (Community Care). 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Coyle, H. McGuigan, Russell, Scow and Shaw. 

CHILDREN (SCOTLAND) ACT 1995 - IMPLEMENTATION PLAN - 
DRAFT DIRECTIONS AND GUIDANCE 

1 .  With reference to  paragraph 9 of the Minutes of the meeting of the Social Work Committee held 
on 6 August 1996 when consideration was given to certain key areas of the Children (Scotland) 
Act 1995 and the likely implications of the implementation of the Act for the Council, there was 
submitted a report (docketed) dated 16 September 1996 by the Director of Social Work in relation 
to further Guidance from the Scottish Office relating to the Act on Applications for Parental 
Responsibilities Orders, Foster Care for Children, Through Care and After Care for Young People, 
Children and Disability, and Residential Care. 

Decided: 

( 1  ) that the terms of the report by the Director of Social Work be noted and that the comments 
as set out in the Appendices to  the report be endorsed as the Council's formal response 
to the Scottish Office, and 

(2) that the Director of Social Work report further on the financial implications of the 
implementation of the Children (Scotland) Act 1995. 

CHARGES FOR HOME STUDY REPORTS FOR PROSPECTIVE APPLICANTS FOR M E  ADOPTION 
OF CHILDREN FROM OVERSEAS 

2. There was submitted a report dated 20 September 1996 by the Director of Social Work proposing 
that a standard charge, in the sum of €1,500, be levied for each Home Study report completed 
by the Department of Social Work in respect of prospective applicants for the adoption of children 
from overseas. 
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FOSTER 

3 .  

Decided: 

( 1  ) that the principle of levying charges for Home Study reports on prospective applicants for 
the adoption of children from overseas be approved, and 

(2) that a charge, in the sum of €1,500, be levied for each Home Study report, subject to 
annual review. 

CARE CONSULTATIVE GROUP 

There was submitted a report dated 23 September 1996 by the Director of Social Work proposing 
(1 ) that a Foster Care Consultative Group be established to  provide a forum for Foster Carers to 
meet with the Convener and Vice-Conveners of the Social Work Committee and Senior Officers of 
the Department of Social Work to  discuss policy, practices and procedures in foster care, and 
(2) that two foster care representatives be sought from each of the six social work area team 
catchment areas for inclusion in the membership of the Group. 

Decided: that the proposals for establishment of a Foster Care Consultative Group be approved. 

'PRIMARY CARE: T H E  WAY AHEAD' - A DISCUSSION PAPER ISSUED BY THE SCOITISH 
OFFICE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH N.H.S. MANAGEMENT EXECUTIVE 

4. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 18 September 1996 by the Director of Social Work 
setting out the implications for the Council within a Discussion Paper issued by the Scottish Office 
Department of Health N.H.S. Management Executive entitled "Primary Care: The Way Ahead". 

Decided: 

( 1  ) that the terms of the report by the Director of Social Work be noted and that the comments 
set out therein be endorsed as the Council's formal response to the Scottish Office, and 

(2) that the proposals set out in paragraph 3.2 of the report to  respond to  the recent changes 
in health care provision be endorsed. 

MENTAL H E A L .  OFFICER TRAlNlNG - NEW DIRECTIONS BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

5. There were submitted (1) a draft Circular dated 5 July 1996 from the Scottish Office Social Work 
Services Directorate setting out guidance on new directions which had been made by the Secretary 
of State under Section 9 of the Mental Health (Scotland) Act 1984 in respect of the training and 
deployment of Mental Health Officers and inviting local authorities to assist in the review of Mental 
Health Services, and (2) a report (docketed) dated 20 September 1996 by the Director of Social 
Work (a) setting out observations on the new directions which had been forwarded to the Scottish 
Office in compliance with the timescale, and (b) advising that the Scottish Office had also 
requested local authorities to provide, by 3 1 December 1 996, their plans for Mental Health Officer 
Training, details on the numbers of Mental Health Officers, the ways in which they were managed, 
organised and deployed, and any other relevant information. 
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Decided: 

( 1 )  that the terms of the draft Circuiar by the Scottish Office be noted; 

(2) that the comments by the Director of Social Work set out in Section 5 of the report be 
endorsed as the Council’s formal response to the new directions, and that the action taken 
in responding to  the Scottish Office within the stipulated timescale for responses be 
homologated, and 

(3) that the Director of Social Work report further on plans for Mental Health Officer Training 
and on proposals for the management and deployment of the officers etc. 
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